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Sparks 


War Baby 
Nash Then and Now 
Blees in High Speed 
As ‘Fortune’ Sees It 


By 
Chris Sinsabaugh 


BILL BLEES, right, tells the 
conductor: “The current rate of 
sales is best in Nash history.” 


F YOU had a potful of money 

and were ambitious to become a 
big shot as an automobile manu- 
facturer, would you select a war 
period to make your start? Neither 
would I. But turning back to the 
records of World War I, one man 
did and he got away with it. Who? 
you ask. Charley Nash with his 
Nash Motors which got to going 
in 1916. He’d retired as president 
of General Motors to hang up his 
own shingle in Kenosha at a time 
when heads were shaking and 
those in the industry who had 
their irons in the fire were asking 
each other what was going to 
happen next. I’m bringing out 
these facts now to try to remind 
this industry that it can be done. 

* * ” 


NASH MOTORS started in 1916 
and the figures show that the 
company, away to a slow start, in- 
creased its domestic production 
each year and through 1920. In 
1917, 6,180 Nash passenger cars 
were sold; in 1918, 10,000; in 1919, 
27,000; in 1920, 35,000. This through 
the period of the other war! Coupled 
with these passenger car sales, Nash 
Motors, it will be remembered, 
manufactured for the Army the 
famous Quad truck, a four-wheel- 
drive that was as useful as the 
‘blitz buggy” or midget truck that 
snow being built by Ford, Willys 
and Bantam for the present brawl. 
In 1918 Nash built 22,000 of these 
Quads, said to be the largest truck 
veduction of the year. 

Nash not only greatly in- 
creased its domestic automobile 
Production, but performed an im- 
portant national defense produc- 
tion feat as well. 

It can be done. 

* * + 

THIS FOREWORD is written to 
Prepare the reader for the story of 
ow Nash is going in the present 
war period and particularly since 
we turned the corner into 1941. I 


out his home 
Stamper from coast to coast and 
fre his dealers with his belief that 
history will repeat itself so far as 
Nash is concerned. 


(See SPARKS, Page 23, Col. 1) 
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Car Makers Pledge Aid 
In NADA Mechanics Plan 


‘This Week to See 


U.S. Maps Plan 
To End Stoppages 


In Defense Plants 


Federal Truck Shut Down; 
Ford-CIO Controversy 
At an Impasse 


On Defense Front 


Nine So underway Page 
Ee EE Os cb riebeteneekenene 1 

Vital need of vehicles shown..... 13 

Aluminum supply boosted........ 12 


By Harry A. Williams 


Associate Editor 


DETROIT. — With one 
strike developing Friday, 
halting production on a $5,- 
000,000 defense truck order, 
government officials were 
striving late last week to find some 
means to avert any future tieups in 
plants working on defense orders. 
Developments during the week 
were these: 

President Roosevelt declared no 

priority on steel will be needed 
(see story on page 15), since sup- 
plies will be ample for both defense 
and civilian needs. An ample sup- 
ply of aluminum is also seen, (see 
story on page 12). 

A War Mediation Board to reg- 

ulate labor differences in de- 
fense plants is in the making, 
according to reports from the na- 
tion’s capital. It is hoped that such 
a board might cut down losses in 
the defense program due to labor 
disputes and might avert several 
important strikes which are now 
pending. 

A strike was called last Friday 

by the CIO at the Federal Motor 
Truck Co. in Detroit. The plant is 
working on a_ $5,000,000 special 
truck order for the Army. Chief 
issue in the strike is a demand 
for a closed shop. 

John R. Steelman, director of 

mediation bureau of the U. S. 
department of labor, received a 
report from James F. Dewey, fed- 
eral labor conciliator on the Ford- 


CIO controversy. Dewey left here 
(Continued on Page 16, Col. 1) 


Nash Sales Set 
New AIl- Time 
February Mark 


DETROIT.—Running at the best 
first quarter rate in the history of 
the company, sales of new Nash 
automobiles throughout the United 
States during February nearly 
tripled last year’s figures and set 
a new all-time high for the month, 
it was announced Friday by W. A. 
Blees, general sales manager. 

It appears now, Blees said, that 
with the reception being given the 
new Ambassador “600,” the car with 
which the company recently in- 








|vaded the Chevrolet - Ford - Plym- 


outh field, Nash will replace all of 
its old sales records during the 
period immediately ahead. The 
current rate of sale indicates that 
the 23,699-unit record established 
by the company during the first 


get my facts from Bill Blees, gen- | quarter of 1929 will easily be sur- 
tral sales manager, who is cutting | 
life so’s he can) 


passed by sales during the first 
three months this year. 


Domestic sales during February, | 


Blees reported, totaled 9,431 units, 
a gain of 5,752 units, or 156 percent 
over the 3,679 units sold by the 


t's go back to preview time|company’s retailers in February, 
| 1940. He said that Nash’s sales for 
| the first 60 days of 1941 were 15,631 


cars, a gain of 8,391 units over the 
7,240 new automobiles sold by the 
organization during the comparable 
period of a year ago. 

The rate of gain over last year 
has increased steadily, Blees said, 
pointing out that the January gain 

(See NASH, Page 23, Col. 3) 





By William Ullman 

Washington Correspondent 
WASHINGTON. — Biggest de- 
fense story to date, and one that 
will have the widest effect upon 
the automotive industry as well 
as upon every producer in the 
nation, now is in the making 
here. But it is in its preliminary 
stages, and nothing more than 

the outline now is apparent. 


Ain’t Seen 
Nuthin’ 

THIS story revolves about what 
will happen after the lend-lease 
bill is adopted; and none doubts 
that passage will come fairly 
soon now. One hears in usually 
well-informed quarters that the 


All Regions Show 
Sizable Gains In 
°40 New Car Sales 


DETROIT.—Although all regions 
of the nation showed sizable gains, 
top honors in 1940 registrations of 
new cars were shared by the East 
North Central states with a 34.7 
percent gain and the Pacific coast 
states with a 34.5 percent increase. 

Six of the nation’s nine regions 
were comparatively close in regis- 
trations during 1940. 

Consisting of Ohio, Indiana, Illi- 
nois, Michigan and Wisconsin, the 
East North Central region took top 
honors while close behind was the 
Pacific coast states comprising 
Washington, Oregon and California. 
In third place was the Middle 
Atlantic states with 29.8 percent 
gain. This region consists of New 


York, New Jersey and | 


vania. 

Fourth spot in new car registra- 
tions for 1940 goes to the South 
Atlantic region, consisting of Dela- 


| ware, Maryland, District of Col-| 


|umbia, Virginia, 
| North Carolina, 
Georgia and Florida, with 27.8 
percent. Following closely were 
the New England states (Maine, 
New Hampshire, Vermont, Massa- 
chusetts, Rhode Island and Con- 
necticut), with a 27.7 percent gain. 
Sixth position was taken by the 
East South Central region with 
25.3 percent gain. This region in- 


West Virginia, 


South Carolina, | 


Automotive Washington 


| 








cludes Kentucky, Tennessee, Ala- | 


bama and Mississippi. 
The three other regions, with 
their respective sales gains, were 


the Mountain states (Montana, 
(Continued on Page 16, Col. 4) 


The Top Ten 
PASSENGER CARS 


First Ten in Registrations as 
Reported in AN Today: 

1941 
Pos. 


1—4,270 
2—39,600 
3—26,591 
4—19,387 
5—16,091 
6—14,001 
7—12,258 
8— 7,561 


1940 
Make Pos. 


Chevrolet 49,812— 1 
Ford 33,167— 2 
Plymouth 23,412— 3 
Buick 15,898— 
Pontiac 11,292— 
Oldsmobile 10,032— 
Dodge 11,663— 
Chrysler 4,988— 
9— 5,950 Studebaker 5,251— 
10— 5,291 Mercury 4,972—1 
Total All Makes 
222,746 189,915 


For complete standings of all 
makes, see Page 19, this issue. 


d 
6 
7 
5 
9 
8 
0 








country “ain’t seen nuthin’ yet” 
in so far as a defense program 
is concerned. 


It is understood that once the 
bill is passed and signed by 
the President, the real “all 
out” signal will be given and 
the program will swing from 
intermediate into high gear. 
It is unlikely that the new plan 

has been worked out in detail as 
yet, but Washington observers 
believe that signing of the lend- 
lease measure will open up an 
entirely new phase in defense 
operations. This probably will 
coincide with Hitler’s smashing 
spring offensive on several fronts, 
giving added emphasis to the 
pressing need for increasingly 
greater production for defense in 
this country. 


Strike Plans 
Up in Air 

PLANS for more adequate 
handling of labor situations are 
still on the fire. Top officials, in- 
cluding President Roosevelt and 
William S. Knudsen, take the po- 
sition that strike conditions ap- 
pear to be worse than they really 
are, and also that large produc- 
tion is being hampered relatively 
slightly. 

However, at his press con- 
ference, the President said that 
proposals by Knudsen for a 
“cooling off” period and by 
Patterson of the War Depart- 
ment for a revival of the war 
labor board are being con- 
sidered, along with a lot of 
other ideas. 


Defense Ads 


Liked 


OFFICIALS here have _ read 
with interest and satisfaction the 
institutional advertisements 
placed in Washington news- 
papers by automobile manufac- 
turers. Carrying messages sketch- 
ing the part being now played in 
the national defense effort by 
the industry and affirming the 
factories’ eagerness to do all 

(Continued on Page 2, Col. 3) 
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Startof Program 


Factories Join with U. S. 


In Helping Dealers To 
Carry Out Plan 


On Dealer Front 


Ala. dealers war on Page 
illegal Army post sales......... 3 

Used car buyers rely on dealers. .20 

Dealer mortality in 1940.......... 3 


By Pete Wemhoff 
Managing Editor 


DETROIT. — Assuring the 


full cooperation of factories, 
representatives of car makers 
endorsed the nationwide me- 
chanics-training program of 


National Automobile Dealers Assn. 
at a meeting held here Friday. 


The program, full details of 


which will be made available to 
dealers later this week, 
(a) letters from government offi- 
cials, stressing the urgency of me- 
chanics training; (b) explanation of 
how to get men for training from 
vocational schools, federal agencies, 
etc.; 
training men in the dealer shop, 
including upgrading, specialization, 
compensation, etc., and (d) a list 
of government agencies now en- 
gaged 
have facilities for cooperation with 
dealers. 


includes 


(c) outline of methods for 


in training men, which 


Factory representatives were ap- 


prized of the program’s details and 


its scope, and pledged their co- 
operation in carrying it out 
through their own dealer organiza- 
tions. 


Preparation of the program was 


started last fall when it became 
evident that the national defense 
program would create an abnormal 
demand for skilled and semi-skilled 
workers. In view of the large num- 
ber of experienced mechanics em- 
ployed in automobile dealerships, it 
is inevitable that the defense in- 
dustries will draw heavily on this 
source of supply. 


William S. Knudsen, director 


general of the Office of Production 
Management, has advised NADA 
that it behooves every dealer, in 


(Continued on Page 14, Col. 3) 


Used Car Conditions Better 
In Ten Cities, Survey Shows 


Special to Automotive News 


CHICAGO. — Two surveys, re- 


Relative standings in the fore- 


going cities were: 


|leased almost simultaneously last 
| week by the Automotive Trade 
| Assn. Managers and the Chicago 


Automobile Trade _ Assn., 


agree 


| that used car conditions are getting 
| considerably better in many areas. 
After tabulating returns from 
association managers in 12 cities, 
| ATAM found a lower days’ supply 


|of used cars in 10 of these cities | Peoria 


—in most instances sharply less- 
and a slight upturn 
Feb. 


in two on 
1 as compared with Jan. 1. 
A 13th city, included for the first | 


time, was Newark, N. J., where 
the Feb. 1 inventories stood at 39| phone among 40 dealers and distri- 


days. 


Drops in stocks were recorded 
in Akron, Chicago, Cleveland, Co- 
| lumbus, O.; Dallas, Kansas City,| els listed as the best sellers, in- 
Mo.; Peoria, Ill.; San Antonio, St.| ventory trend unchanged and con- 
Louis and Toledo. The reverse was 
the case in Detroit and Washing- 


ton. 








Days’ Supply Days’ Supply 
Feb. | J 


City an. 1 
PN on vy a saa 45.6 51.9 
CTIPBRG 66sec ccces 44.9 54 
Cleveland ........ 47.7 55.7 
Columbus ........ 65.3 75.6 
Sree 21.8 23 
2 A ae 34 32.5 
Kansas City ...... 46.8 53.2 

coal os te) ala) 32.5 44.9 
San Antonio ..... 29.8 32.4 
ag 32 46 
TO Sir kcawevnes 47 51 
Washington ...... 33.1 32.1 


The CATA survey, made by tele- 


butors in the Chicago area, dis- 
closed a strong demand for used 
cars, with prices steady, late mod- 


dition of stocks average. The report 
covered both retail and wholesale 
sales. 
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Changes in Installment Selling 


Irresponsible Dealers Seen 


Only Ones to be Affected 4 


Special to Automotive News 

NEW YORK. — More stringent 
self-regulation by installment sell- 
ers, together with specific changes 
in existing state laws to exert 
compulsion on irresponsible deal- 
ers who ignore ethical standards 
in installment merchandising, was 
recommended in a report made 
public here Mar. 1 by the New 
York Conference on Installment 
Selling, a group of representative 
retail trades, including automobile 


dealers, and quasi-public bodies 
interested in social and business 
welfare. 


Based upon a study extending 
over the last six months, the re- 
port is probably the most thorough 
survey of installment selling yet 
made by a group reflecting the 
views of both buyer and seller, 
according to James B. McMahon 
jr., chairman of the conference 
and executive vice-president of 
Associated Furniture Dealers of 
New York. Copies of the report 
were sent to the governor, legis- 


Dodge Reports 
Big Sales Gains 


DETROIT.—What the approach- 
ing spring season may bring forth 
in the way of automobile demand 
appears encouragingly fore- 
shadowed by tabulations of sales 
made by Dodge dealers of the De- 
troit region whose deliveries have 
been taking an upswing, gaining 
momentum all through February. 

According to L. F. VanNortwick, 
manager of the Detroit region, the 
latest summary of new-vehicle de- 
liveries made by the region’s 
Dodge merchants is that for the 
week ending Mar. 1, and it shows 
a sales gain of 43.6 percent over 
the record of the preceding week. 
Sales increases paralleling those 
recorded for the Detroit region are 
reported by other sections, New 
York reporting a gain of 20 per- 
cent; Chicago, 14.5 percent; Cin- 
cinnati, 23 percent; Minneapolis, 20 
percent; Boston, 50 percent, etc. 


Chrysler Sales 
Set New High 


DETROIT.—Retail deliveries of 
Chrysler cars in the week ended 
Mar. 1 were the largest of the 
current model year, according to 
Charles L. Jacobson, vice-president 
in charge of sales of the Chrysler 
division. This is interpreted by 
Jacobson to presage the early open- 
ing of the most active spring sell- 
ing season in Chrysler’s history. 

Deliveries for the week ended 
Mar. 1 also were with one ex- 
ception the highest ever recorded 
in any week, exceeded only by 
those for the final week of April, 
1940, which incidentally, marked 
the close of a nationwide sales con- 
test. 


Dealers Elect 


SIOUX CITY, Ia.—Sioux City Auto 
Dealers Assn. has elected J. F. Getz 
president, to succeed W. T. Mahoney, 
who had held the post for three 
one-year terms. The association re- 


elected Harold L. Murphey as executive 
seaey for an eighth consecutive 
erm. 





CHOICE OF THE 


USUAL light-colored, 
wagons — or this new two-tone job — is offered by 
this one, dark panels of Honduras mahogany 


lators and other public officials 
interested in economic and social 
problems, and it was announced 
that bills based upon the report 
would be introduced in the state 
legislature. 

In framing its report, the con- 
ference held there was reason for 
deferring consideration of the li- 
censing of installment business un- 
til the business has been given 
the opportunity of voluntarily reg- 
ulating itself, aided by sound 
amendments to existing statutory 
law. The report, therefore, offered 
both a voluntary program for 
establishing the higher standards 
which will be adhered to by re- 
sponsible sellers and a compulsory 
program to “reach those relatively 
few operators who disregard and 
ignore any ethical standards.” 

It was announced that the re- 
port and recommendations are in- 
dorsed, not only by individual re- 
tailers, finance companies and 
similar commercial enterprises, but 
by representatives of the Better 
Business Bureau of New York 
City, the Legal Aid Society of 
New York City, the Russell Sage 
Foundation, the New York Coun- 
cil of Retail Merchants, Inc., 
Chambers of Commerce and other 
business, civic and consumer or- 
ganizations throughout the state. 

Members of the conference, in 
addition to McMahon, were listed 
as including Harold F. Birnbaum, 
Commercial Investment Trust, 
Inc.; Harry G. Bragg, general 
manager, Automobile Merchants 
Assn. of New York; Mrs. Helen L. 
Buttenwieser, chairman, legislative 
committee, Legal Aid Society; Ar- 
thur Callahan, managing director, 
Electric Refrigerator Assn. of New 
York, Inc.; Bernard Friedman, 
representing automobile accessory 
dealers; Herman Irion, Steinway 
& Sons; H. J. Kenner, general 
manager, Better Business Bureau 
of New York City; John Messer, 
secretary, Retail Dry Goods Assn.; 
Rolf Nugent, Department of Con- 
sumer Credit Studies, Russell Sage 
Foundation, and William Wagner, 
executive secretary, Associated 
Credit Jewelers of New York and 
New Jersey. 

The report cites records of the 
Legal Aid Society and the Better 
Business Bureau, both of New 
York City, showing that the num- 
ber of cases involving criticism 
of installment selling has steadily 
diminished since 1933, when the 
retail trades began to regulate 
themselves. 

As to the need for self-regula- 
tion, the report says that respon- 


sible merchants realize that free- 
dom from unduly restrictive 
governmental control necessarily 


rests largely with themselves. 


Fire Destroys 
200 New Cars 


PORTLAND, Ore.—Two hundred 
new De Soto and Plymouth cars 
and 25 used cars were destroyed 
here Thursday in a $400,000 fire at 
Roy Burnett Motor Co. 

Cause of the blaze is unknown, 
but dealership is fully insured. The 
owner will immediately order 600 
ears from factory and $20,000 stock 
of De Soto parts, it was announced. 


wood finish for | 
Plymouth for 1941. 


natural 


are set off by 


selected white ash. In this Plymouth model, center and rear seats are quickly 


removable and interchangeable, 


making 
and load carrying space to suit any occasion. 


In 
mouldings of | 


available combinations of passenger 








Laws Urged in N,. 






LOS ANGELES automobile editors and Regional Manager Floyd Osborn 
appear to be getting a great deal of enjoyment from one of Dave Wallace’s 
stories at a press gathering in the Ambassador hotel. Left to right, Hershel 
Blewett, automobile editor of Los Angeles Herald-Express; Wallace, president 
of Chrysler division; Osborn; Bob Corrigan of Pasadena Star-News, and Lynn 
J. Rogers, outdoor editor of Los Angeles Times. 


deemed essential to insure the 
program’s success, these adver- 
tisements were viewed here as 
being wholly constructive and 
decidedly useful from the stand- 
point of public information and 
opinion. 
* * * 


New ‘Inside’ 
Group 


GRADUALLY emerging here 
are the outlines of a new “inside” 
White House group, composed of 
men who to an increasing extent 
are getting the President’s ear 
and confidence. Of special in- 
terest to the automotive industry 
is the fact that an outstanding 
figure in the group is the in- 
dustry’s capable and forthright 
John D. Biggers. 


As production chief of the 
OPM, Biggers, along with 
Knudsen, holds a vital key po- 
sition. He has demonstrated in 
Washington the same abilities 
of “get it done and get it 
right” which brought him to 
the top in the industrial world. 
FDR, it is known, placed im- 
mense reliance upon Biggers’ 
judgment and ability to pro- 
duce and in consequence the 
latter’s trips to the White 
House have increased and his 
influence is growing in all 
quarters. 

Development of a new “brain 
trust” is one of the important 
stories in Washington today. It 
includes such men as Knudsen, 
Biggers and Stettinius of the 
defense commission; Patterson of 
the war department and For- 
restal of the Navy. Significant 
point in this connection is that 
these men are drawn from the 
business and _ industrial world 
and constitute, by temperament, 
outlook and abilities, a far dif- 
ferent type than such original 
brain trusters as Hopkins, Cor- 
coran, Cohen, Henderson, or the 
aggrieved Prof.. Moley. Of 
the latter all still retain varying 
degrees of influence except, of 
course, Moley. But as a group 
they are not the power to be 
reckoned with that they once 
were; and the business-industrial 
leaders here, who are giving of 
their time and special talents so 
freely, are very much in the as- 


cendance. 
. es 


One Agency 
Overlooked 

LEAST publicized of all de- 
fense agencies, and one of the 
most important, is the National 
Inventor’s Council which at the 
rate of one dollar per year per 
member, is getting the benefit 


of the genius of outstanding 
scientists, among them top rank- 
ing technical men in the auto- 
motive industry. 

They include General Mo- 
tors’ Charles F. Kettering; 
Chrysler’s Fred Zeder; Ethyl 


Gasoline Corp.’s Dr. T. Midgley, 
and Orville Wright. These men, 
and others on the council, are 
sifting through literally thou- 
sands of suggestions sent to 
Washington for defense 


Automotive Washington 


(Continued from Page 1) 


weapons and instruments of all 
kinds. 


Many of the ideas are of course 
unworkable; others may be the 
means of giving America new 
strength in the race to rearm. 
The council was established on 
recommendation of Patent Com- 
missioner Conway P. Coe. 


* * * 


Cars & Hats: 
A Point 


A COUPLE of weeks ago the 
motor industry became rather 
agitated over a statement Mrs. 
Roosevelt was supposed to have 
made at her press conference 
regarding voluntary abstinence 
from automotive purchases by 
the public. A correct interpreta- 
tion of what the First Lady said 
was published in AUTOMOTIVE 
News and gave an entirely dif- 
ferent aspect to the matter. Last 
week Secretary of Labor Perkins 
dismayed the milliners of the 
country by calling for standard- 
ization in women’s hats. This 
was followed by a statement by 
Mrs. Roosevelt that “it couldn’t 
be done. We ladies wouldn’t stand 
for it.” 

Point of it all is that; it 
would be a good idea for in- 
dustry to adopt a “cooling off” 
period of its own before becom- 
ing unduly wrought up over 
eye-catching remarks, even by 
brass hats. Things said _ in 
Washington press conferences 
often look different when 
printed—and as frequently 
mean something else, too. 


In other words, if some Wash- 
ington official is quoted as say- 
ing that all trousers should be 
cut off at the knee to save ma- 
terial, don’t think that’s going to 
happen, next week or next year. 
Many more queer things are be- 
ing said here these days than 
are being done. 


Wolf’s Head Oil Refining 
Is Company’s New Name 

OIL CITY, Pa.—Officers of the 
Wolverine - Empire Refining Co. 
announce the name of that organi- 


zation has been changed to Wolf's 
Head Oil Refining Co. 


It was also announced that the | 


company has moved their main 
| office to a greatly enlarged space 
in a new and modern building here. 


én 


a 





BUICK ANNOUNCES a new estate 








Dealers to Hear 
Dodge Truck’, 
Spring Progran, 


DETROIT. — Details of ne 
spring 1941 Dodge job-rateq Aes 
advertising and merchandising : 
gram will be revealed to os 
tionwide Dodge dealer organizati, 
at a series of special meetin 
during March and early April } 
36 key cities. The Detroit meetj, 
will be held at the Fort Shel 
hotel on March 10. 

Meetings will be conducted } 
L. D. Cosart, Dodge truck Sale 
manager; George W. Malcomy, 
assistant truck sales manage 
George Orphal, assistant direct, 
of truck sales; W. L. Kessing. 
truck service promotion manage, 
L. M. Oltman, special truck rep, 
sentative, and D. W. Lee, try 
sales engineer. 

“Dodge Trucks — Job-Rated {y 
the Nation’s Needs” is the then 
to be discussed at these speci; 
meetings. Speakers will dwell ; 
the anticipated expansion of 
truck market due to the acceler: 
ing pace of defense activity thi 
spring, and the effect of this ¢ 
retail operations. Emphasis will } 
placed on the important part ded. 
ers can take in perfecting a y 
tional transportation system fu) 
adequate for the efficient mov: 
ment of millions of tons of defen: 
materials, as well as goods 2 
services essential to national w. 
fare. 

Meetings will be held in Detroi 
Cincinnati, St. Louis, Memphi 
New Orleans, Birmingham, Ak 
Atlanta, Jacksonville, Charlotte, \ 
C.; Greensboro, N. C.; Jackson 
Mich.; Indianapolis, Clevelani 
Buffalo, Pittsburgh, Harrisbu; 
Washington, Baltimore, Philade 
phia, Newark, New York City, Sp 
acuse, Springfield, Mass.; Boste 
Portland, Me.; Chicago, Kans 
City, Oklahoma City, Dallas, Hou 
ton, San Antonio, Los Angeles, 
Francisco, Portland, Ore.; Seattk 
and Minneapolis. 


Buick Conducts 
Zone Meeting 


FLINT. — Market analysis a: 
sales operations for the remainée 
of the first quarter were discuss! 
at three Buick meetings Friday: 
New York, Flint and Chicago, # 
tended by zone managers and oth: 
field executives. 

Under the direction of C. 
Edmonds, central regional ma 
ager, zone chiefs from through: 
this area met at the factory - 
Flint. Heading the conference We 
Harlow H. Curtice, Buick pres 
dent. : 

W. F. Hufstader, general s2 
manager, attended a meeting 
more than 50 zone and distr 
managers of the middlewest 
Chicago called by O. L. Wall 
western sales manager. 

In New York a similar sessi 
was under the direction of H. J. 
Miller, eastern sales manage!. 

Hufstader announced Buick 
maintaining a high percentage 
the industry sales and that a stro: 
market is indicated for spt 
business. 


New Fasteners 
CHICAGO.—A new line of fasten 
devices, bearing the trade-name «7 
i. is announced by Central 5 
"o, 








wagon on the Series 40 Special ~~ 


aan Gas features of passenger car performance and comfort a 
runnin _ I oe 1 vehicle, it is said. The new estate wagon has cone 
& Yoards, improved direction signals and other features. 
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sing Dre. 


ECENTLY I took a trip to 
the ne. R 


Nashville to address the first 
annual meeting of the Tennessee 
dealers. A trip to Nashville is al- 
ways worthwhile even if it is but 
to greet such old friends as Jim 
Frazer, Nashville; Wallace Clay- 

ol, Memphis; Franklin Boyd, 
Shelbyville; Emmet Newton, Chat- 
tancoga, and many other leading 
gldtime dealers of that state. 


* * * 


It is particularly worthwhile 
when such a good and generous 
host as W. M. Liddon, president 
of the Tennessee Dealers Assn., 
furnishes a car and driver to 
make it possible for me to visit 
the Hermitage—the shrine of 
Andrew Jackson—a stop which I 
have never missed when in that 
vicinity. I cannot help believing 





celery) that the world would not be in 
ity th! the sorry position it is now if 
this | some of its leaders had the con- 
wills} ception of government as did 
rt de} Andrew Jackson, during whose 
yan) term in office as President, the 
m fus| United States had absolutely no 
~mon{ debt, and who considered all the 
defers} people of America rather than a 
ds a} few Philadelphia bankers when 
ial wil he changed the fiscal policies of 
the government; or such leaders 
Detroit} as Abraham Lincoln, whose 
emphif phrase “with malice toward none 
1, Ak and charity for all” if used under 
otte, \— present conditions would, I think, 
acksocp be a more potent factor in world 
svelaniB peace than the expressions of 
risbuyp hate, anger and revenge so preva- 
hilade— lent today. 
ty, Sp s ¢ * 
Bostuf ., 
ans Nature of 
, 7 A Column 
Seattl ENJOYED visiting with the 
Tennessee dealers. I learned 
much from my association with 
thm and during the banquet I 
~ heard such an outburst of Southern 


> oratory from almost every member 
of the association that I felt re- 
luctant to get on my feet and 
make a few observations. But I 
appreciated the honor of being the 
first guest speaker of this new or- 
ganization. 

ZO, 8 * * * 


There are some advantages in 
talking to a group on a special 


st subject, compared with the con- 
ugho:} ducting of a column which must | reputation 
ory | in nature be general, because it 
ce we} must apply to dealers in the 
pre} North who are under a foot of 
,— Snow, as well as dealers of the 
| sf South who are enjoying balmy 
ad weather. The column must appeal I didn't 
oat to the dealers in New York, many 
Vale} Of whom are branch house or- 
ganizations; or dealers in San 
esi} Francisco, a great percentage of 
J‘) whom are distributors; or the 
er. dealers in Los Angeles, where 
of there are more than 700 dealers 
stor} 2 One county with plenty of 
sprit: cross-selling, as well as the deal- 
ers in the smaller towns who are 
stent 
Bre On the House.... 


“AJOT guaranteed and no bets wanted,” but Washington Auto- 

motive Trade Assn. forecasts 1941 new car sales will total 
26,000 units in nation’s capital. WATA’s 1940 forecast was 28,000 
compared with actual registration of 29,310... . 
associations now sponsoring mechanics and service training in- 
Cleveland, Buffalo, 


clude those 
Detroit... . 


in 


} to test constitutionality of the $250 fee charged in Kentucky for 
c driving cars through that state with dealer plates. ye a Warning 
<q Of Columbus (O.) Bar Assn.: Dealer association bulletins may 
summarize rulings on laws, ete., but “cannot advise any individual 
member as to his rights and duties under the court rulings.” ... 

“TF DEALERS don’t make money this year and don't trade 
reasonably in view of a selling market condition,’ reminds 

2 Chicago Automobile Trade Assn., “then they simply never will.” 


... Cleveland Automotive Trade Assn. reports considerable success 
from its Approved Used Car Warranty... . 
ing time goes into effect Apr. 27, it may stick “for the duration” 
of National Defense program, thereby lightening electric-current 
load and allowing more for defense manufacturing.—Pete Wemhoff. 


eaters tell me 


By John 0. Munn 


Dealers’ or salesmen’s comments, questions or re 
addressed to John O. yong & 


and the writer’s name will be kept in confidence if requested. 


Tennessee, Georgia and Alabama dealer associations have agreed 
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Seek Advertising Control 








Munn in care of Automotive News, Detroit, 










lucky enough to have exclusive 
representation. 
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Time 
Marches On 


HAT I chose to talk about was 


Cincinnati Dealers 
Evolve Standards 
For Used Cars 


CINCINNATI. — Since used car 
advertising is the most frequent 
cause of complaint, Cincinnati Au- 
tomobile Dealers Assn. has been 
working for several months to 
evolve some effective means of 
control. It has adopted as a policy 
that no new cars may be adver- 
tised in the classified pages of the 
daily newspapers and obtained ex- 


the fact that when the first] pressions of cooperation from all 


war broke out there were less than 
2,000,000 owners in America, and 
that the entire effort and success 
of a dealer came from selling new 
cars. Therefore, the manufacturer 
from whom he could obtain those 
cars was a very important element 
in his business, and his relation- 
ship with his manufacturer was 
therefore all-important. 
* ok ca 


But I pointed out that now 
there are 31,000,000 owners in 
America who are spending four 
times as much to maintain those 
cars as is being spent in buying 
new cars, and their important 
relationship now has been trans- 
ferred from the manufacturer to 
their local public. I pointed out 
that it was just as important for 
a dealership to build goodwill 
with his local public, even though 
he handled a trademarked line 
with a high degree of consumer 
acceptance, as it is for merchan- 
dising institutions, such as Mar- 
shall Field or John Wannamaker, 
to build public acceptance for 
their own institutions, because 
only when the public understood 
how the high-class automobile 
dealer served the community and 
his importance in obtaining for 
automobile users satisfactory 
miles of transportation, could 


factory zone managers to see that 
this policy is enforced. 

All dealers in one line group have 
adopted a set of standards, which 
will govern their advertising poli- 
cies “in order to maintain the 
value of current models on a high 
plane and for the protection of 
purchasers of their investment.” 

Members of this one dealer group 
have agreed to advertise no cur- 
rent models, either in classified or 
display sections, at a reduced price 
or at a discount; not to include in 
any newspaper advertising the use 
of words denoting current models, 
such as 1941 Blank cars, or 1941 
Blank tradeins; not to use the 
words “company,” “official car” or 
“cars” in any newspaper advertis- 
ing; not to publish any used car 
classified advertisements which in- 
clude such words as “official cars,” 
“demonstrators,” “new Blank cars, 
slightly used—low mileage,” “com- 
pany official cars,” or any ambigu- 
ous terminology which is mislead- 
ing, directly or indirectly, for pros- 
pective buyers of new Blank cars; 
showroom or dealer display win- 
dows will not carry signs adver- 
tising new Blank cars or demon- 
strators at a discount, and that 
they will not carry signs on demon- 
strator cars to advertise reduced 
prices or discounts on current 


their permanence and security be | Models. 


preserved. 
* * * 


Competition 
That Crucifies 


This agreement will be carried 
out until Aug. 1 of each year, or 
until an agreed cleanup date is 
established, depending upon pro- 
duction schedules. Thus this group 


INTIMATED that as long as a|expects to clean up its advertising 


dealer operated principally on 
the reputation of his car and his 
manufacturer, 
right into competition with the 
sharp trader or long - allowance 
competition, because that dealer 
had a car franchise and can also 
make deliveries and probably had 
the advantage of a lower overhead. 
So, it is only when the dealer with 
a big investment and an organiza- 
tion to adequately support the car 
has developed for himself a good 
in his own territory, 
combined with the manufacturer's 
reputation, that he can meet that 
competition on terms that mean 
security and permanence in his 
chosen occupation. 

Se eS | 

decry the fact that 
manufacturers did such a good 
job in engineering, designing and 
producing a product of outstand- 
ing value, and then did not rest, 
but sold it by means of publicity 
to the public so that it was as 
nearly sold as possible when it 
reached the dealer’s floor, but I 
took the position that any dealer 
of any trademarked merchandise 

(Continued on Page 23, Col. 3) 


Local dealer 


Brooklyn, New York and 


When daylight sav- 





so there will be no recurrence of 
apparent distress merchandising of 


he threw himself |current model Blank cars. 


Effort is being made by the 
Cincinnati association to get each 
of its 15 dealer groups to adopt 
similar standards and thus elimi- 
nate some of the extravagant offers 
and circus advertising which has 
put the industry in a bad light 
before the public. 


Over 400 Attend 
Dealers’ Banquet 


MONTGOMERY, Ala. — Automo- 
bile dealers of Montgomery in a 
banquet held recently heard op- 
timistic reports about the condition 
of business. 

It was the third annual banquet 
of the Montgomery Automobile and 
Truck Dealers Assn., and the big- 
gest of these events to date, at- 
tended by between 400 and 500 
persons. President H. O. Davis and 
the banquet committee, composed 
of Cleve Stokes, Lucius L. Segrest 
and H. H. Harrison were compli- 
mented for the preparation and 
handling of the event. 

Brief addresses were given by 
former Gov. Bibb Graves and Dr. 
H. V. Carson, pastor of Trinity 
Presbyterian Church. 


St. Louis Dodge Dealers 
Sponsor Quiz Contest 


ST. LOUIS. — Dodge dealers in 
the St. Louis metropolitan district 
shelled out approximately $6,000 
for a jamboree party staged in 
the opera house of the municipal 
auditorium to a capacity house. 

A Dodge coupe, first prize in a 
stage quiz contest between the 
winners of prize-winning letters 


e 
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ROY SHELDON, a mechanic for Redmond Motor Co., 


invented a new type automobile. 
of driving an automobile and 
son out for a 
Sheldon steers 
gasoline feed, gearshift, 
will last all day. The horse has knee 


horse combined. Sheldon is shown with 
little drive. The horse pulls the wagon at 15 miles per hour. 
with the reins, the horse’s head turning with the wheels. The 
and brakes are in the wagon. One gallon of gasoline 
action and gallops up and down as it 


Redmond, Ore., has 
It has one horsepower and gives all the thrills 


his 


pulls the wagon. Roy made his new innovation from cream separators, washing 
machine, sheep shearing tear, lawn mower, parts of a Ford, etc. 





Illegal Sales at Army Posts 
Draw Fire of Ala. Dealers 


Special to Automotive News 
MONTGOMERY, Ala.—An open 
season has been declared by Mont- 
gomery and state authorities for 
roundup of agents of out-of-state 
automobile dealers working army 
posts here for evading Alabama 
state and municipal licenses, state 


Dealer Mortality 
In 1940 Shown 


For Six Cities 


CHICAGO—A table, showing 
1940 dealer mortality in various 
cities, has been released by Auto- 
motive Trade Assn. Managers as 


follows: 
Av. No. 
Deal- Ap- Can- Gross Net 
ers point- celled & Mor- Mor- 
40 ments Resigned tality* tality** 
Akron 55 1 i 0.0 0.0 
(Summit Co.) 
Buffalo 86 9 (5) 10 (6) 11.6% 6.9% 
Chicago 499 77 (69) 80 (56) 12.9% 11.2% 
(Cook Co.) 
Cincinnati 126 17 (11) 19 (13) 15.0% 10.3% 
Newark 118 16 (11) 5 (1) 4.2% 0.89% 
Philadelphia 185 8 (2) 25 (17) 13.5% 9.1% 


(Met. Area) 


*Gross mortality shows percent- 
age of cancellations and resigna- 
tions to average number of dealers, 
regardless of whether cancelled or 
resigning dealers took on other 
franchises. 

**Net mortality shows percent- 
age of cancellations and resigna- 
tions to average number of dealers, 
excluding all cases where dealers 
took on other franchises. 

Figures in parentheses are basis 
for net mortality percentages. 
They show under appointments 
only new dealerships, and under 
cancellations and resignations only 
those dealerships that went out of 
the new car business entirely. 


Pa. Truck Dinner 


Attended by 900 


HARRISBURG, Pa. (UTPS).- 
Approximately 900 persons were 
present at the fifth biennial legis- 
lative dinner of Pennsylvania Mo- 
tor Truck Assn. held last week 
and attended by members of the 
Pennsylvania legislature, the gov- 
ernor’s cabinet, officials of the 
department of revenue, the high- 
way department and the Pennsyl- 
vania Motor Police. 

Edwin C. Hill, news commenta- 





held weekly during January, was | tor, the only speaker for the affair, 


the big attraction but another 
quizzer was held for the audience 
and 145 silver dollars were dished 
out to those who answered ques- 
tions correctly. 


Program Broadened 


TRENTON, N. J.—A further exten- 
|} sion of the program, that has been 
| built around Precision Process Brake 
Service, is announced by Thermoid Co. 


praised the trucking industry and 
the work it is doing to aid the 
national defense program. He said 
the industry is considered a valu- 
able asset by the U. S. war depart- 
ment. 

Ted V. Rodgers, president of 
American Trucking Assn.’s, was 
| toastmaster. He was introduced by 


Howard D. Gibbs, president of the | as 


State organization. 


sales and use taxes and undersell- 
ing Montgomery dealers. 


Two new coupes delivered here 
by an out-of-state concern, for two 
flying cadets, have been taken into 
custody. 


Meanwhile, it was learned that 
John C. Curry, state director of 
revenue, was on the lookout, with 
assistance of the state patrol, for 
delivery of 27 other cars reported 
to have been sold at Maxwell and 
Gunter fields here by concerns 
without licenses to operate in this 
state. 


The roundup began when a local 
dealer noticed four new cars 
parked in front of a hotel with 
out-of-state dealer tags. 


Total Dollar Sales 
Of New Cars Hit 


New Jan. Record 


WASHINGTON. — Dollar volume 
sales of new passenger automo- 
biles by dealers during January 
was only 5 percent below the rela- 
tively high sales value recorded in 
December, according to the U. S. 
department of commerce. This de- 
crease is considerably less than 
the average decline between these 
two months recorded in recent 
years and the department’s season- 
ally corrected index advanced from 
121% for December to 154 for 
January. . 

The total dollar sales in January 
were higher than for any January 
on record; they were about a third 
larger than in the same month 
last year and exceeded January, 
1929, by about 42 percent. 


The following table gives the 
index of the dollar value of retail 
sales of new passenger automo- 
biles. 


Daily Average Basis—1929-31 Equals 100 
Without Seasonal With Seasonal 


Adjustment Adjustment 
Month 1939 1940 1941 1939 1940 i941 
Jan. .. 70.8 95.6 129.4° 91.0 126.0 154.0* 
Feb. . 71.2 100.7 96.0 131.0 
Mar. .106.7 133.9 S8.0 112.5 
Apr. ..106.3 145.1 79.5 112.5 
May .107.1 131.1 79.0 104.0 
June .101.2) 143.5 79.0 122 
July . 87.5 118.3 80.5 119 
Aug. . 63.7 70.9 76.5 120.0 
Sept. . 56.5 67.6 83.5 118.5 
Oct. . 96.5 140.1 93.5 133.5 
Nov. .107.9 147.9 103.0 128.5 
Dec. .110.8 136.2; 108.5 121.5 
Annual Index--66.7 90.7 119.67 


tRevised. *Preliminary. 


N. Y. Dealer Conclave 
At Rochester, June 23-24. 
ALBANY.—Annual convention of 
Empire State Automobile Mer- 
chants Assn. will be held June 23- 
24, at Rochester. 
E. J. Schoen, 
chairman 
committee. 


Rochester, will act 
of the convention 
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OUR PLEDGE 


One sacred pledge we make our friends here and 
now. This publication, God willing and so long as 
it is in our charge, will never champion the cause 
of any individual or any corporation which is not 
for the best interests of the automotive industry as 
a whole. Nor will its columns be used to spread 
gossip or inflame prejudice. It will confine itself to 
the upbuilding of the industry it is pledged to serve, 
wholly through the dissemination of NEWS which 
is timely, authentic and of value—(AN 6-10-1933). 
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Can a Man Serve Two Masters? 


fig who direct the production of defense armament 
are supposed to be unbiased and non-partisan; they are 
working for the government and for the people of the United 
States. We feel Bill Knudsen is just that, but since the strike 
situation has become so acute we are beginning to wonder 
if Sidney Hillman, associate-director of OPM with Knudsen, 
can meet these specifications. This doubt is occasioned by 
a story from Washington written by Blair Moody of the 
Detroit News, in which he discusses the proposed new 
Federal system to stop strikes in defense industries. Hillman 
has not committed himself on this, and Moody writes: 


“Since for the present his chief job is to keep the con- 
fidence of union leaders who can stop strikes, Hillman has 
indicated that he cannot afford to get too far ahead of union 
thinking on the subject. There also is good reason to assume 
that to accomplish that purpose he cannot favor anything 
at this time which might interfere with the impending or- 
ganization fight at the Ford Motor Co.” 


Who is Mr. Hillman working for? 


Make Suspension Mean Something 


ENDING before the New York State Legislature, and 

which seems likely to be adopted, is the Page-Anderson 
Automobile Financial Responsibility Bill. It would require 
that owners and drivers of vehicles involved in an automo- 
bile accident in the state, which results in injury or death 
or damage to property, must have either sufficient insurance 
coverage or provide security to pay the accident costs. 
Failure to assume financial responsibility would result in 
the suspension of the driver’s automobile license in the case 
of a resident of the state; non-residents would be barred 
from driving in the state. 


Other states already have adopted similar legislation. New 
Hampshire is one of them and reports that last year only 
seven or eight drivers failed to put up such security. If those 
involved did not have insurance they, in most cases, provided 
the demanded guaranty in other ways. 


Undoubtedly such measures tend to chase off the high- 
ways the irresponsible drivers who take a chance and are 
not covered by insurance. Under the law just mentioned 
they would still be compelled to pay the piper. The loss of 
their drivers’ licenses, though, is somewhat in the nature of 
a bluff on the part of the state, for so far as we know the 
state makes no attempt to check up and see if the guilty 
ones are respecting the suspension. The only way they can 
be caught is when they are arrested for a violation of the 
traffic laws or involved in another accident. 


Why not, we might suggest, go further and check those 
suspended to find out if they are obeying the mandate? De- 
tail special officers to visit the home of a suspendee from 
time to time, talk to his neighbors, and if it is found he still 
is driving, haul him to court again. Such action would 
make careless drivers realize that John Law isn’t fooling. 
It’s worth a trial, at any rate. 





ANEW In the many years 
ARM FOR during which I have 
DEFENSE wrested a scanty live- 

lihood from the barren 
wastes of the portable typewriter 
and the faithful paste-pot, I have 
been on so-called speaking terms 
with most of the top-ranking pub- 
licity or public-relations men in 
business. In government work they 
are known as intelligence officers 
or referred to as propagandists. In 
either case their job is to magnify 


.|the merits of their government, 
;| their employers or their products; 


to see that no merit which de- 
serves public acclaim is hid under 
a bushel. Contra-wise, of course, 
the merits of the enemy, the op- 
position or the competition are, if 
possible, reduced to mere ashes in 
the public eye. The game is a 
ligitimate one, when played by 
professionals. Most of the men 
whom I have known are them- 
selves shrinking violets, who in- 
variably give the credit to some 
one else, preferring to marry 
young, raise families and tend 
gardens in their spare time. 


Not having the latest census re- 
ports before me, I am unable to 
quote the exact number of profes- 
sional propagandists in these 
United States, but I can promise 
you that when you add up those 
employed by government, indus- 
trials, public utilities and charitable 
or other organizations there must 
be several thousand. Quite an army 
of well-trained “Fifth Columnists” 
who could be put to work on our 
side of the present emergency. In 
today’s war market I should rank 
their value as follows: 

One Good Publicity Man equals 
one Light Plane or one Tank. 

Ten Public Relation Men equals 
one Bomber or one Destroyer. 

One hundred Expert Propagan- 
dists equal 10 Bombers or one 
Battleship. 

So you see that without building 
new factories, overloading tool- 
makers or conscripting the 14 to 
41 age limits, we have ready-made 
a mighty arm for the defense of 
democracy and all of the other 
traditions of our beloved Amer- 
icana, into the farthest corners of 
the earth. 

* * * 

Now the No. 1 job which I 
propose for these Armed Knights 
of the Pen is to sell the great 
American public on the fact that 
we have in this country today the 
most modern and _= streamlined 
brand of national socialism in 
the world. I do not say this 
facetiously or critically. I make 
the plain statement of fact that, 
I believe, we have today in full 
operation and without the passage 
of another single law, a workable, 
practical program of _ socialism, 
communism, fascism or whatever 
you choose to call it which is the 
least painful to the greatest num- 
ber of our citizens. Its actual 
operation dates from the advent 
of the income tax; its ramifications 
include the inheritance and the 
sales tax. Its complete fruition will 
come, mark you, in the present 
prosperity wave, when the fabulous 
costs of a great defense program 
will be paid for, not alone by 
the top-income brackets, but by 
the silk-shirt factory workers. If 
you still believe I am fooling with 
the facts let me illustrate: 

(1) Those with top-bracket in- 
comes, who in all other American 
wars (1776, 1812, 1864, 1898 and 1918) 
made millions out of others suffer- 
ing, are today taxed up to 76 per- 
cent of their swag. At their death 
most of what they are able to keep 
now will then be garnered by the 
government. 

(2) Those in the so-called low- 
income brackets, who are today 
striking for higher wages, must 
cough up part of their earnings 
directly in income tax, to say 
nothing of what they will pay in 
indirect taxes (tariff, gasoline, 
amusement, sales, etc.). The greater 
the turn-over of national income, 
the greater the government take. 
It’s an unbeatable system! Dollars 
go ring-around-the-rosie, everyone 
is prosperous, no one is hurt (we 
hope) and unless we set up arti- 
ficial barriers or put on panicky 
brakes, the “big wheels turn round 
and round and the little wheels 

(Continued on Page 23, Col. 3) 
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Too Many Cooks? 


In This Corner 





‘At Mign Level ...... 


The views expressed in this column are those of our readers. 
Anonymous contributions will not be accepted but confidence will 


be observed upon request. 


Atlanta 


New car sales are at high level, 
but trades are excessive with dealers 
oe over themselves to secure order 
regardless of profit. The result is used 
ee are becoming abnormally 

igh. 

Dealers do not grasp the fact that 
there now exists an opportunity to 
realize a reasonable profit on new 
car business. — Harry Somers, Inc., 
Atlanta. 


Utah 


Outlook for automobile sales in this 
territory for the coming months is 
very bright. 

As we emerge from our winter 
months when buying is _ necessarily 
slow there will, no doubt, be an 
increased volume this year over last 
in both new and used car sales. It 
appears we are going to have a 
very satisfactory demand for both. 

From present indications, the great- 
est evil we will have this year will 
be the lack of profit for volume of 
sales secured. Dealers of this terri- 
tory already seem to be going com- 
pletely wild on _ over-allowances on 
used cars traded in on new_ cars. 
Prospective purchasers on used cars 
are also trying to over-buy in anti- 
cipation of better times. In my per- 
sonal opinion this is very unsound. 

Unless there is a change as the 
buying season progresses and more 
sales are available, dealers generally 
in this territory are giving a substan- 
tial amount of their new car gross 
in_over-allowances on used cars. 

In my opinion the result will be a 
large volume in 1941 with a very mini- 
——- # unit a “a J. M. Jackson, 

eneral manager, Jackson Moto 
Co., Salt Lake City. 7 


Best Thing 

Please stop George Slocum being so 
modest (if so) as expressed in his 
column thanking his guest conductors. 
His ‘Word _in Edgewise” is by far 
the best thing in the paper. There 
are few industrial writers who ex- 
press themselves as sensibly as he 


—— — I. S. Mattingly, Stamford, 
Tabulations 


A couple of years ag y i 
J rS ago we received a 
reprint of tabulations which appeared 
in Automotive News (almanac issue) 
oie was rn R. operation in the 

ited States by makes. state 
model years. , a se 
The latest cars shown ji 
es S shown in that - 
laten severes the 1938 models, -_— 

Oo you have a more recent tabul 
: ; L ila- 
toe showing this same information? 
roan & you 6 to issue another 
one? i. ‘ siljestrom mané¢ 

1e ‘ : anager, 
Market Research Dept., Gates Rules 


Co., Denver, 
Editor’s Note: Auto iv y 
Te motive News’ 
Almanac for 1940 carried tabulations 
of cars in operation, up to July 1 


1939, the latest figures then available. 





The 1941 Almanac, due in the earl 
summer, will carry tables showin 
cars in operation up to July 1, 1% 


St. Louis 


Sales in the St. Louis area for Fe 
ruary probably reached an all-tir 
high for the month, with virtually « 
lines sharing in the increased volum 

Used cars are moving at a fair 
high rate, but as a result of abnorm 
new car deliveries, used car stocks # 
quite high. There is every indicati: 
of a still greater expansion in the m 
ket for the next 30 or 60 days at lea 

The defense programs in and arou! 
St. Louis are beginning to take sha 
with increasing employment and é 
celerated demand in most all lite 
This is expected to stimulate used 
demand as spring opens.—St. Louis 


South Dakota 


With few exceptions new and Us 
car stocks are increasing in this am 

We anticipate a large spring ° 
mand.—W. K. Rierden, president. Bi 
den Motor Co., Sioux Falls, 8. D 


Coming Events 


MARCH : 
11 — Brooklyn. Brooklyn and Lit 
Island Dealers Assn., annual mi 


ing. a 
11—Providence, R. I. Rhode Isi# 
Automobile Dealers Assn., anth 
meeting. . bat 
13-14—Washington. (Washington on 
SAE National Aeronautic Mee 


MAY _— 
22-23—Detroit (Statler). American a 
tery Manufacturers, Inc., 9" 
meeting. , . 
21—New Orleans. Louisiana Aut 
bile Dealers Assn., meeting. ., 
24-29—Detroit. Machine and Tool ¥* 
ress Exhibition (Convention ™ 
28-29—Mobile, Ala. (Battlehouse).. 
nual Conclave of Automobile 
ers Assn. of Alabama. 
JUNE w.! 
1- 6—White Sulphur Springs. ois 


(Greenbrier) SAE Summer th Ca 
23-24—Myrtle Beach, S. C. Sou AS 
lina Automobile Dealers 

convention. : An! 
23-24—Reading, Pa. (Lincoln), #1 

Convention of Pennsylvania ‘ 

motive Assn. e 
23-227—Chicagu (Palmer House). 4” 


ican Society for Testing Mater 


Annual Convention 
AUGUST 
4- 1—Chicago (Stevens). 
Accessories Assn. Show. 


Automob” 


SEPTEMBER fl 
26-26—Milwaukee. (Schroder Hotel) ® 
National Tractor Meetiné- 

OCTOBER Be 

30-Nov. 1—Los Angeles. (Bilt iv, 

tel) SAE National Aircr 
tion Meeting. 
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N metropolitan cities ...suburban communi- 


prospects as nothing else has ever done. Why 


oF ties...and smaller towns ... everywhere, not strike while the iron’s hot — write D. E. 
oe Olds dealers are burning up the motor car Ralston, general sales manager for Oldsmobile, 
” league! And why not! Oldsmobile has a red at Lansing, Michigan, for full details on the fair 
* Meeti hot product. Olds sells in a market that’s and square Oldsmobile franchise. Learn how 
uth Ca . > in a ‘ 

2 wider than ever this year—one hotter than Oldsmobile’s liberal discounts, plus extra gross 





ITs 


ever for Oldsmobile cars. And Olds has, in 
Hydra-Matic Drive, a feature that smokes out 





on accessories and service sales, can help you, 
too, to earn profits that will warm your heart! 
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LEGISLATION 


New England States Swamp Legislatures with Bill 


Gasoline Tax, Insurance, 


Diversion Most Important 


By Jim Sullivan 

Staff Correspondent 
BOSTON.—New England legisla- 
tive mills have started grinding 
away in the annual attack by all 
kinds of proposed laws on the 
automotive industry. Nearly 500 
have been filed in the six New 
England states. In Massachusetts 
there are 247 at the last compila- 
tion; 29 in Maine; 46 in New 
Hampshire; 129 in Connecticut; 12 
in Vermont and 16 in Rhode Island. 


The gasoline tax comes in for a 
big share of attention. In Massa- 
chusetts one bill asked to add on 
another cent to the present three 
cents. Another law would repeal 
the third cent levy as that never 
was made permanent, being car- 
ried along by vote each session. A 
third bill would make the third 
cent perpetual. Maine has a bill to 
add another cent on to its present 
tax. In Rhode Island there is a 
request to drop the three-cent tax 
to two cents. 


What will be equally important 
is the agitation to change the 


Maine Diverts 


$25,000 to Get 
Military Roads 


AUGUSTA, Me.—(UTPS).—Lured 
by the federal government’s prom- 
ise to stand most of the expense 
if the state would sponsor the 
project, the Maine legislature has 
diverted $25,000 from state highway 
department funds and thus paved 
the way for the WPA to pour 
$660,000 into nine military road 
projects immediately. 

The nine projects cover an ag- 
gregate of 15 miles in various parts 
of the state and have already been 
approved by the U. S. war depart- 
ment as militarily desirable. All 
this is in connection with the 
state’s $300,000 cash and credit 
share in the $1,200,000 WPA road 
program. 

The legislative judiciary commit- 
tee has reported “ought to pass” 
the following bills: (1) authorizing 
free registration plates for federal 
and state governmental agencies 
not otherwise required to be reg- 
istered; (2) fixing April and Octo- 
ber, rather than May and Novem- 
ber, as the months for inspection 
of automobiles. 

The committee reported unfav- 
orably upon a bill which would 
make compulsory the dimming of 
lights by night drivers (legislation 
inexpedient), and also opposed a 
bill calling for a reciprocal agree- 
ment granting license privileges to 
non-resident motor vehicle opera- 
tors to the extent the requirements 
in their respective states, which 
they have met, meet with require- 
ments in Maine. 

Gasoline price signs displayed by 
filling stations to attract customers 
were condemned before the com- 
mittee as “obnoxious, misleading 
and sometimes dangerous.” 


Insurance Fraud 


Charged in K. C. 


KANSAS CIT Y.—Automobile 
loan companies here in some in- 
stances have made acharge against 
borrowers of approximately $20 per 
$100 for fire, theft and collision in- 
surance coverage, and then pocket- 
ed the money without taking out 
the policies, according to the re- 
port of Robert M. Murray, chair- 
man of the small loan committee 
of the Missouri Bar Assn. 

House Bill 79 has been intro- 
duced in the legislature, seeking to 
correct some of the undesirable 
features of the present law. Murray 
said the committee discovered that 
most motor loan companies fol- 
lowed a prepared chart, allowing 
8 percent interest for a year, re- 
gardless of the length of the loan 
period; $1 for each $50 of the loan 
or fraction thereof, called an in- 
vestigation fee; $20 for an “extra 


hazard” fee and approximately $20 ' 


per hundred for insurance. 


present compulsory automobile in- 
surance law. It is one big factor in 
causing many to hold off putting 
their cars on the road Jan. 1. 

The new plan would increase the 
premiums of the 5 percent of reck- 
less drivers who cause the far 
greater number of accidents. It 
would be pro-rated based on the 
number of accidents. The present 
compulsory insurance law would 
not be repealed. 

Another bill is to have the Massa- 
chusetts constitution amended to 
prevent diversion of automobile 
taxes from highways. This fight 
has been going on for nearly 10 
years. A few years ago when it 
seemed headed for a change there 
was some juggling done _ that 
pushed it out near the end of the 
legislative session. Now as the 
legislature meets only once in two 
years progress is slow. But those 
pushing the measure are hopeful. 

Another measure which has been 
debated for some years seeks to 
change the registration date from 
Jan. 1 to later. Each year the 
greatest opposition to a change 
was made by the insurance com- 
panies and the motor registry of- 
ficials. It is understood that this 
year the insurance companies will 
not oppose a change. 

Maine and Massachusetts have 
bills to match Federal appropria- 
tions to build new highways to 
meet the emergency of the big 
camps where the Army is sending 
soldiers. There are two big ones in 
Eastern Massachusetts where more 
than 5,000 are now located with 
hundreds being added daily. 

Massachusetts and Connecticut 
have proposed laws to make fixed 
speed limits. Now the law reads 
“speed that is reasonable and 
proper considering highway con- 
ditions” under which a_ driver 
could go 100 miles an hour if 
traffic wasn’t heavy. 

Connecticut drivers face a peri- 
odic physical examination, and the 
regular inspection of motor ve- 
hicles would be wiped out there. 
Massachusetts is asked to have a 
physical examination passed be- 
fore any license is granted. 


War on Fair Trade 


Acts Gains Impetus 
WASHINGTON. — Adding im- 
petus to a drive against fair 
trade legislation, authorizing 
minimum resale price contracts 
between manufacturers and re- 
tailers, Harriet Elliot, consumer 
commissioner of the National 
Defense Advisory Commission, 
urged repeal of the Miller- 


Tydings Act in a letter Mar. 5 
to Senator Joseph C. O’Ma- 


honey, chairman of the National 
Defense Advisory Commission. 
Repeal of the Miller-Tydings 
Act, an amendment to _ the 
Sherman Anti-Trust Act pro- 
viding the basis for fair trade 
statutes now effective in 44 
states, had previously been pro- 
posed by the U. S. department 
of justice in a memorandum 
prepared in the office of the as- 
sistant attorney - general. Miss 
Elliot urged “strongly” that this 
recommendation be followed. 











CHEVROLET DEALERS are now displaying the latest addition to that 
division’s passenger car line — this es. ae sedan featuring the new 


Fleetline body by F 


isher. Mechanically, 


e new car is identical with other 


1941 Special Deluxe Chevrolets. The body, however, is entirely new. Its roomi- 
ness and richness of appointment make the Fleetline the most luxurious car 


ever offered by Chevrolet, it is said. 


Plan Suggested 


To End License 
Plate Bottleneck 


HARRISBURG, Pa. — (UTPS). — 
Relief is being sought by Pennsyl- 
vania Automotive Assn. for the 
“first-car’” purchaser, who, with no 
plates to transfer to the new ve- 
hicle, is required to wait under 
the present state law until receipt 
of official plates from Harrisburg 
prior to operation of the vehicle. 


In a bulletin to state officials 
last week for consideration at the 
present session of the legislature. 
Cc. S. Klugh, manager of the group, 
pointed out that a “large majority 
of the states have either local or 
branch distribution of registration 
plates, six days per week, or tem- 
porary plates for use on a motor 
vehicle as soon as it is purchased.” 

PAA suggests a plan which 
would afford the motoring public 
and the industry much needed 
relief and a service to which they 
are entitled. 

The plan would retain the pres- 
ent highly efficient and up-to-date 
filing system, and would be greatly 
improved with respect to correct 
addresses of licensees, would not 
liberalize the use of dealer tags, 
and would allow more _ concen- 
trated attention to mail deliveries 
of all classes of licenses. 


Klugh suggests that the motor 
code be amended to “permit the 
issuance of temporary cardboard 
markers to buyers not having reg- 
istration plates to transfer . 
through dealers in new and used 
motor vehicles, licensed by the 
commonwealth.” 

PAA favors cardboard markers 
to temporary registration plates 
“because markers could be _ sold 
very cheaply, and could be de- 
stroyed at the end of the legal 
time limit, of, let us say, 20 days, 
whereas plates would be more ex- 
pensive, and could not be so easily 
destroyed; further, you would no 
doubt want temporary plates re- 
turned to the dealer issuing them.” 

Abuse of the privilege to issue 
temporary license markers could 
be prevented through a provision 
that on second or third offense the 
right to issue temporary registra- 
tion markers would be taken from 
dealers, thereby placing them at a 
decided disadvantage with com- 
petitors. 














FOR SPRING, De Soto announces 
with luxuriously styled interior, 
The car has a new 
and whipcord, as shown in 


whic é d 
kind of coupe upholstery — a combination of colored leather 
the photo above. 


a special version of its custom club coupe, 


has been called “‘The Sportsman.”’ 


There are four interior color 


to choose from — and eight car color combinations. Among the car’s 
ee are a special cream-colored plsstic steering wheel, with maroon 
spokes, and a deep-piled, colored carpet in the rear compartment. 





A DISTINGUISHING 
Chevrolet’s new Fleetline model, cur- 
rently making its debut in dealers’ 
showrooms, is the absence of a quarter- 
window in the rear compartment. 


feature of 


Area Conference 
To Remove State 


Barriers Planned 


HARRISBURG, Pa. — (UTPS). — 
A step toward removal of state 
barriers and conflicting state regu- 
lation concerning motor truck 
transportation was taken last week 
by the public utility commission, 
through a resolution sponsored by 
Commissioner Richard J. Beamish, 
by suggesting to the commissions 
of six states the need of an area 
conference for the settlement of 
these problems. 

The suggestion has been trans- 
mitted by Chairman John Sig- 
gins jr., to the commissions of New 
York, New Jersey, Delaware, Mary- 
land, Virginia and West Virginia. 


-| These commissions are asked to 


comment on the proposal, and if 
interested, the Pennsylvania com- 
mission will suggest a time and 
place for a preliminary meeting. 
In his letter to the other com- 
missions, Siggins said “state bar- 
riers and conflicting state regula- 
tions concerning motor truck trans- 
portation have two definite evil ef- 
fects. They hamper transportation 
generally and they encourage 
chiseling by truck operators.” 





Increased Road 
Costs Hurt Low 


Income Groups 


WASHINGTON.—Highway Costs 
may increase to the point whep 
great numbers of highway use, 
will be forced off the roads, an; 
charges for road use may becom 
so excessive that the average oy. 
income citizen will be unable 
own and operate a motor vehick 
it was declared last week } 
Chester H. Gray, director of th, 
National Highway Users Confer. 
ence. Speaking at the annual cop. 
vention of the Ohio Petroleyp, 
Marketers Assn., Gray asserted: 

“There is a genuine danger tha 
highway costs may increase to this 
extent and if this undesirable ¢. 
velopment should occur, it woul 
have calamitous effects all along 
the line of the industries and occy. 
pations which are related to high. 
way transportation. 

“At present approximately 4 
state legislatures are in session, 
In each of these legislative assemp. 
lies, efforts are being made t 
increase taxes, fees and charge; 
which highway users must pay 
Fortunately, great aggregations of 
highway user organizations ar 
militantly opposing such measure; 
and cost in several states, efforts 
are being put forth to reduc 
these charges. 

“In direct connection with thi 
situation is the question of diver. 
sion. It is utterly ridiculous to tax 
any group of citizens, low incom 
or otherwise, ostensibly for high. 
way purposes and then use the 
revenues derived from such motor 
imposts as gasoline taxes and reg. 
istration fees for miscellaneous 
purposes of government. 

“The safest, surest and most ef: 
fective way thus far discovered t 
dedicate highway funds to highway 
purposes is by the adoption of « 
constitutional amendment which 
designates that the revenues in 
state accruing from one or both of 
the special motor imposts, gasoline 
taxes and registration fees, shal! 
be used only for highway purposes’ 


Registration Fee Raise 


Proposed in Marylani 
BALTIMORE.—Plans to have : 
bill introduced in the state legis 
lature to increase the state’s yieli 
from license fees of trucks ani 
other commercial vehicles by ap 
proximately $1,000,000 a year wer 
announced last week by the stat: 
roads commission. 

The commission said that suc 
a bill, based on a recommendatio: 
of the Maryland highway plannin; 
survey, would approximately dov- 
ble the present average truci 
registration fee of $11.20 and brin; 
charges into line with much highe: 
fees charged by neighboring states 


“Dealers Tell Me,’’ by John 0 
Munn, is an open forum for th: 
expression of dealers’ opinions. I 


appears weekly in Automotive News 


Mass. Lists Suggestions 
For Interstate Harmon 


Special to Automotive News 


BOSTON. — The Massachusetts 
Commission on _ Interstate Co- 
operation has made its report to 
the state legislature. The report 
told of a meeting of representatives 
of the 10 states comprising New 
England, New York, New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania and Delaware re- 
cently to discuss legislation for 
1941 and of a difference between 
the commission and the Massa- 
chusetts department of public 
works over proposed legislation 
filed by both. 

Then the commission held its 
own meeting and by unanimous 
vote presented to the 1941 legisla- 
ture the following suggestions: 

1 That no changes are necessary 
in limits for width, maximum 

weight for two-axle or three-axle 

vehicles, or in the weight per inch 

of width of tire. 

2 A limit for height needs to be 

set at 12% feet. 

The limit for a single vehicle in 

length should be increased from 


the present 28 to 33 feet to 35 feet 
this standard to be applicable © 
all vehicles. 


4 The length limits for combine 


tions need to be increased 40 
50 feet. 

Single axle and wheel-load limit 

should be set at 18,000 and 19; 
000 pounds respectively. The max" 
mum gross weight limits should & 
changed from the present 40,00 
pounds to the formula. This ¥” 
result in a permissible increase © 
about 20,000 pounds. 


These proposals were then 
ferred to the commission’s ¢0 
mittee on highway safety and m 
tor vehicle problems. 


Meanwhile, the Massachuset! 
Department of Public Roads h® 
recommended legislation to 
crease the length of single vehicle 
from 28 to 33 feet for two-axle 4” 
three-axle vehicles. The depa* 
ment may now authorize siné* 
vehicles up to 33 feet in length “ 
operate on roads it may specify: 
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How Motor Merchants 
Aid National Defense 


UTOMOBILE merchants as well as auto- 
mobile manufacturers have an important 
role to play in the national defense program. 
Defense production is of course the Number 
One job of the industry but the automobile 
merchant may also further the defense effort. 
As the American Retail Federation pointed 
out some time ago, the job of all retailers is to 
keep the home front strong. In this effort the 
retailer of automobile products can make a 
substantial contribution. 

The automobile merchant not only helps to 
keep the home front strong but also gives a lift 
to the public and to other retailers. 

A recently completed nationwide survey of 
shopping habits shows that six of every seven 
family automobiles are used to 
do the family shopping and 
that about one-seventh of al! 
the car owners in the country 
would have to move their 
homes or buy elsewhere if they 
did not have automobile trans- 
portation. Among farm fami- 
lies, moreover, the ratio 1s 
much greater, for without their 
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PLYMOUTH 


PASSENGER AND COMMERCIAL CARS 


DODGE 


PASSENGER CARS AND TRUCKS 


DE SOTO 
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| YOU GET THE GOOD THINGS FIRST FROM CHRYSLER CORPORATION GET THE GOOD THINGS FIRST FROM CHRYSLER CORPORATION 








cars, about one-third of them would not be 
able to buy where they do. 

These figures indicate that in marketing and 
servicing automobiles the merchant in this in- 
dustry facilitates the distribution system of 
the nation. 

In addition, the figures furnish another 
demonstration that the public has a stake in the 
continuing output of this industry for civilian 
usage. Merchants who sell Plymouth, Dodge, 
De Soto and Chrysler passenger cars and Dodge 
trucks are currently doing, in common with 
automobile retailers in general, an excellent 
volume of business. The immediate prospects 
for the future appear to be equally good. 
Stocks of unsold new cars in dealers’ inven- 
tories relative to the current 
rate of retail sales are season- 
ally a little lower than normal, 
while used car sales are strong. 

Sound aggressive merchan- 
dising of automobiles in the 
period ahead will reinforce 
the economic system of the 
country and benefit the na- 
tional defense program. 
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4-Cent Tax on Diesel 
Fuel is Already Passed 


By Theron Liddle 

Staff Correspondent 
SALT LAKE CITY. — Many of 
the 500 bills now being considered 
by the Utah legislature will affect 
automobile dealers, automobile 
drivers and motor carriers operat- 


| 


Passed by senate and awaiting ac- 
tion by house. 

S.B. 29 — To permit trucks not 
used for hire to come into state 
on a reciprocal basis to make de- 
liveries without buying Utah li- 
cense fee. Passed by senate and 


ing in the state, if the measures, awaiting action by house. 


are enacted into law. 


S.B. 30 — To repeal section re- 


A bill imposing a tax of 4 cents! quiring specified method of dis- 
per gallon on diesel engine fuel! playing registration cards of trail- 


already has been passed by both 
houses and signed by Gov. Herbert 
B. Maw. 

Following is a summary of the 
measures affecting automobile or 
highway use, with the position of 
the bills as of last week: 

Senate Bill 99 — To provide for 
the immediate transfer of licenses, 
permits, etc., of deceased motor 
carriers as part of estate. Passed 
by both houses and signed by 
governor. 

House Bill 5 — To enable county 
treasurers to distribute automobile 
license plates as agents of State 
Tax Commission. Vetoed by gov- 


ernor. 
Uniform Traffic Code 

S.B. 26 — Uniform traffic code 

regulating traffic on highways. 


Wis. Bill Proposes 


Lower Rates For 


Car License Tags 


MADISON, Wis. — Introduced in 
the assembly recently was a bill 
by Edwin J. Larson, Plymouth, to 
change from April 1 to July 1 the 
date by which automobile license 
plates must be obtained before 
penalties are invoked. 


Also introduced was a measure 
by Larson to reduce automobile 
license fees approximately one- 
fourth and provides that the fee 
on a car five years old or older 
shall be only 75 percent of the 
new lower schedule. The measure 
would become effective Jan. 1, 1942. 


Appearing, in favor of the Fehl- 
haber bill to reduce automobile 
license fees to $5 for cars under 
3,400 pounds and $10 for cars over 
that weight, before the assembly 
transportation committee was 
Louis Milan, executive vice-presi- 
dent of the Wisconsin Automotive 
Trades Assn. 

Milan stated that passage of the 
Fehlhaber bill, which applies solely 
to passenger cars, would result in 
a loss of $5,549,560 annually but 
that this reduction in revenue 
would not imperil statutory alloca- 
tions made from highway and au- 
tomobile revenues. 

He said that of the 750,000 pas- 
senger cars registered in Wisconsin 
in 1940, a total of 87 percent would 
pay a license fee of $5 under Fehl- 
haber’s bill and 13 percent would 
pay $10. The present average fee 
is $12.50. 


Out of Hopper 


N. C. Bill Passes 
RALEIGH, N. C.—(UTPS).—A_meas- 
ure creating a motor vehicle depart- 
ment for North Carolina, headed ¥ a 
commissioner of motor vehicles, has 
both branches of the North 
arolina general assembly. 
a * 


N. H. Kills Two Bills 

CONCORD, N. H. — (UTPS). — Two 
automotive bills have been killed in 
the house of the state legislature here: 
House Bill 294, which would have 
made 18 years the minimum age for 
New Hampshire residents obtaining 
automobile driving licenses. H.B. 198, 
which provided that it would become 
unnecessary for applicants for car li- 
censes and registrations to swear to 
statements contained in the applica- 
tions before a justice of the peace or 
notary public. * 


‘Standard’ Bill Buried 

BUTTE, Mont.—The Montana ‘‘stand- 
ard drivers’ license law’’ has_ been 
buried for good in the senate, after a 
futile effort had been made to revive 
it. Opponents claimed that most acci- 
dents are caused by drivers who can 
pass any examination, 


Responsibility Bill Wins 
BUTTE, Mont.—A bill, which would 
eliminate reckless and _ irresponsible 
drivers from the highways and require 
financial responsibility for automobile 
drivers, has passed both the Montana 
house of representatives and the senate. 





ers. Passed by senate and awaiting 
action by house. 

S.B. 6 — Motorists’ financial re- 
sponsibility act. Killed by senate. 

Gasoline Tax Refund Killed 

H.B. 43 — To provide for refund 
of gasoline tax on fuel purchased 
for equipment and vehicles, other 
than aircraft, not operated on pub- 
lic highways. Killed by house. 

S.B. 28 — To reduce automobile 
license fee from $5 to $2. Intro- 
duced in senate, no action. 

S.B. 148 — To require payment 
of use tax on automobiles pur- 
chased outside of state before cer- 
tificate of title may be issued by 
tax commission. Introduced in 
senate, no action. 

Intransit Permits 

S.B. 149 — To provide for issu- 
ance by tax commission of in- 
transit permits for automobiles 
sold outside state by Utah dealers. 
Introduced in senate, no action. 

S.B. 155 — To provide for signs 
indicating motor vehicles owned by 
state, counties, towns, etc. Intro+ 
duced in senate, no action. 

S.B. 168 — To require motor 
carriers whose operations are not 
wholly within this state to file 
cargo insurance with public ser- 
vice commission. Introduced in 
senate, no action. 

S.B. 249 — To provide fee for 
filing of instruments evidencing 
liens or encumbrances on motor 
vehicles. Introduced in senate, no 


action. 
Doubledecker Ban 

H.B. 71 — To prohibit the carry- 
ing of automobiles or other vehi- 
cles on a so-called doubledecker, 
convoy or truckaway. Awaiting ac- 
tion by house, following unfavor- 
able committee report. 

H.B. 100 — To provide for issu- 
ance of license cards to motorists 
on which would be kept drivers’ 
traffic records. Introduced in house, 
no action. 

H.B. 112 — To permit nonresi- 
dents to operate motor vehicles on 
outside registrations’on reciprocal 
basis. Introduced in house, no ac- 
tion. 

H.B. 125 To regulate and 
license itinerant merchant truck- 
ers. Awaiting house action follow- 
ing unfavorable committee report. 

H.B. 148 — To extend deadline 
for purchasing automobile license 
plates from Feb. 28 to Apr. 30. 

H.B. 160 — Providing for letter- 
ing of all motor vehicles except 
passenger cars not used for hire. 


Legislative By-Play 
ATLANTA.—(UTPS).—By a vote of 
113 to 63, the Georgia house of repre- 
sentatives has passed a measure pro- 
viding that each representative be fur- 
nished with an auxilliary license plate 
bearing the words ‘‘State Representa- 
tive.” Opponents to the measure 
charged that it was ‘‘wasteful extra- 
vagance”’ and ‘‘a political intimidation 
of the state highway patrol.’”’ A similar 
measure had previously been passed 
7 the Georgia senate for the benefit 
of its members. Each branch will, of 

course, pass that of the other. 





A 


METROPOLITAN Studebaker dealer devised this 





THIS “MOBILIZED” =e unit is drawing attention to Nash’s bedroom 


car at sportsmen’s shows a 


1 over the country. 


The unit here is a cutaway 


version used at several of the current sportsmen’s shows. 


Iu the Honpner 





Below Cost Adv. Ban 
MADISON, Wis.—Senator Jesse M. 
Peters, Hartford, has introduced a bill 
in the state legislature to amend the 
1939 unfair sales act to prevent loss 
leaders, to make it conform with a 
recent state supreme court decision. 
Peters’ amendment provides that the 
oe of any product below cost 
is prima facie evidence that the mer- 
chant intended to induce customers to 
enter his store to buy other mer- 
chandise. 
* * + 
Ark. Bus, Permit Bills 
LITTLE ROCK, Ark.—(UTPS).—A 
bill has been introduced in the house 
to reduce the license fee for buses 
that operate within a territory of 30 
miles to $100. A bill has been intro- 
duced in the senate to permit the 
commissioner of revenue to enter into 
agreements or issue permits for the 
operation of motor vehicles without 
the payment of a license fee when 
such vehicles are operated by author- 
ities of the Army, Navy or Marine 
corps. 
” * 7. 
Hits Used Car Dealers 
PIERRE, S. D.—Used car dealers 
in South Dakota would be_ required 
to have a regularly established place 
of business, under a bill passed last 
week by the South Dakota house of 
representatives. The measure, which 
carried the house by a vote of 48 to 
23, now goes to the senate for action. 
- . a 


Would Increase Powers 

ALBANY, N. Y.—A bill expanding 
the duties and powers of the state 
traffic commission, to include coopera- 
tion with the federal government for 
the safe and speedy movement of 
trucks and military equipment and 
materials, has been introduced in the 
state legislature here on behalf of 
the New York Committee on Interstate 
Cooperation. The measure appropriates 
$20,000 to the traffic commission, which 
heretofore has not received any funds. 


Del. Tunnel Asked 
DOVER, Del.—Construction of a toll- 
financed vehicular tunnel under the 
Delaware River is the aim of three 
bills introduced in the state legislature 
here by Senator, Paul, R. Rinard. 


Mont. Bill Passes House 
BUTTE, Mont.—The substitute ‘‘car- 
avanning”’ bill, regulating the towing 
of motor vehicles from factory to 
dealer, was recently passed by the 
Montana house of representatives. 


Del. Uniform Weight Bill 
DOVER, Del.—A truck weight regu- 
latory measure, aimed at furthering 
the movement toward regional uni- 
formity, has been introduced in_ the 
state legislature here by Senator Har- 
old W. T. Purnell. ‘ 


Mo. Doubledecker Ban 

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo.—A bill in- 
troduced here prohibits the operation 
of any vehicle carrying another vehicle. 
Another bill requires a fee of $15 for 
a period of six months for every 
motor vehicle that is caravanned, this 
fee to be in lieu of all other regis- 
tration and license fees. All vehicles 


for resale would require a $15 sticker 
to be driven in Missouri. 


mobile display to 


demonstrate the comfort and even heat distribution made possible by Stude- 


baker’s heating-ventilating Climatizer. 
Commander were replaced by 


a transparent, 


1941 Studebaker 


The doors of the 
After 


weather-tight covering. 


hours of touring snow-swept streets, the passengers testified that the Clima- 
tizer kept both front and rear compartments at constant summer temperatures. 


Cuts Risk Charge 
ST. LOUIS.—A bill to cut the extra 
risk charge on automobile loans from 
$20 to $5 has been introduced in_the 
Missouri legislature by Rep. Max 
M. Librach of St. Louis. The present 
law permits the high charge to be 
made, theoretically because there is 
an extra hazard in this ty e of loan. 
Librach asserted the small-loan com- 
panies were making large returns on 
their investments at the expense of 
ersons least able to pay the high 
nterest rate. 
¢* + @ 


Levy on Salaries 
BUTTE, Mont.—A bill to amend the 
unemployment compensation law to 
remove contributions on salaries of 
more than $3,000 a year, has been 
introduced in the Montana legislature. 
+ a * 


Installment Regulation 
SPRINGFIELD, I1l.—The state leg- 
islature has already —> a num- 
ber of bills of significance to dealers. 
These include a proposal providing 
~— repossession when two-thirds 
of the amount due has been paid un- 
less the seller refunds one-fifth of 
the purchase price, or until after the 
last installment date has passed; a 
state wage and hour law; amendments 
to the unemployment compensation 
act, one of which reduces the number 
of employes to one to bring an em- 
loyer under the act, while another 
increases the number to eight; various 

motor vehicle law changes, etc. 

7 * - 


Military Bridges 
AUGUSTA, Me.—A bill providing for 
&@ $2,000,000 state bond issue to finance 
construction of military bridges on 
routes of strategic importance has 
been introduced in the state legisla- 
ture here by Representative Burton M. 


Cross. 


Pa. Labor Legislation 

HARRISBURG, Pa.—(UTPS).—A fine 
of $5,000 is provided for companies or 
individuals who would use tear gas or 
other noxious gases in labor disputes 
under provisions of a measure recently 
introduced in the house. 

s* * ca 


Ask Turnpike Extension 

HARRISBURG, Pa.—(UTPS).—A bill 
to extend the western terminus of 
the recently-completed 160-mile Penn- 
sylvania Turnpike from Harrisburg to 
Pittsburgh to Erie was introduced in 
the house last week by Rep. Homer 
Cook, Erie county. 


Port-of-Entry Repealer 
TOPEKA, Kans.—A bill was intro- 
duced in the Kansas legislature by 
Senator Lemon of Crawford county, to 
repeal the present port-of-entry law 
which requires all trucks coming into 
the state to be sepeee for adequate 
brakes, lights and other safety re- 
quirements, weighed to prevent over- 
loading, show insurance papers and pay 
a ton-mile tax for the use of the 
highways. 
s ¢ as 
pure Peter Refund 
_ e New York State 
Assn. of County Clerks has approved 
a bill introduced in the state legisla- 
ture providing that men called into 
selective training or entering active 
military or naval service will, receive 
rtial refunds on their automobile 


icense fees. 
: . s 


Vehicle Registration 
BOSTON, — A deferred registration 
bill, establishing July 1 as the date 
for registering motor vehicles, has 
been filed in the state legislature 
here by Representative Brown of Bev- 
erly on behalf of State Automobile 


Dealers’ Assn. 


__,.. Warning Signs 
_ TRENTON, N. J.—Proposed legisla- 
tion requiring the display of warning 
signs on the rear of trucks or trailers 
over 35 feet in total length has been 
reintroduced in the state legislature 
here by Assemblyman C. Milford Orben 


of Essex county. A similar bil 
same legislator last year eee = 
house but died in the senate. 


Asks Faster Pace 
DOVER, Del.—A bill to increase this 
state’s speed limit from 45 to 55 miles 
per hour on dual highways and 50| 
ee oe open roads has been 
introduced in the state legislature 
by Rep. R. W. Willis. . _ 





LEGISLATION 


Sas) emo monvE NEWS, MARCHEIO,IOeE ntsc 
Many Utah Proposals Seen Affecting Motor Industr 


Seeks Liberalize; 
Labor Legislatio, 


LANSING.—Legislatiy 1 
to liberalize Michigan's ‘laboe ia 
were introduced by Goy. Mu o 
Van Wagoner in the state legiat 
ture here last week. The bills pre 
pose: mm 

Limitation of court powers 
issue ‘temporary injunctions in b. 
bor disputes, to hearings jn whic 
both sides could present facts " 

Boost in maximum workmey, 
compensation benefits from $18 ts 
$21 per week and the minimu, 
from $7 to $12 weekly with et. 
tensions of benefits periods, —_ 

Authorization of compensatiy 
for every remote type of Ocey. 
pational disease, instead of limi. 
ing benefits to certain diseases g, 
rectly connected with occupati, 

Gov. Van Wagoner also said }; 
would propose a bill raising fror 
$16 to $18 the maximum unep. 
ployment benefits, to be paid fy 
18 weeks instead of 16 as at pre. 
ent. He also declared he planng 
to offer legislation extending jo 
insurance coverage to plants wit 
fewer than eight workers, whis 
are now exempt. 

The bills have been _prepar; 
after considerable consultatiq 
with CIO and AFL leaders, by 
their fate is in doubt because (i 
the Republican-controlled legis) 
ture. Van Wagoner is a Democr 


Mich. Bill Would 
Divert Road Taxe 


LANSING.—A hearing has bee 
held here on the senate resolutio 
to divert 10 percent of the gas ani 
weight taxes, which are paid b 
highway users to a special fun 
which would be used to retire th 
deficit of the state. The resolutio 
would place the proposal on tk 
ballot for Michigan voters to pas 
upon at the next election. 

Senate Biil 100, which was intr 
duced here recently, would estab 
lish a commission for _interstatt 
cooperation on all matters whic 
involve contact with officials ¢ 
other states. Michigan Truckin 
Assn. approves such a measure & 
long as it does not affect the pre: 
ent Michigan highway reciproci! 
board. 


Neb. Advances 
School Bus Bil 


LINCOLN, Neb.—The Nebrasii 
unicameral legislature has # 
vanced to final reading LB 1 
which would permit school buses* 
transport children to and fro 
school activities as well as to & 
from school, without the neces" 
of obtaining commercial bus * 
censes. ; 

A group of four bills is ™ 
under consideration by the revel! 
committee. They are LB 7, ' 
re-enactment law diverting 1 P 
cent of the 5-cent gasoline s 
to state assistance for the - 
nium ending June 30, 1943; LBS 
increasing from 10 to 30 pert 
municipalities’ share of cou” 
gasoline tax allocations, and all 
ting 20 percent to townships . 
counties having that form of £% 
ernment; LB 105, allocating * 
percent of all motor vehicle regi 
tration fees collected within cit 
and villages back to those mum 
palities for street work, 40 ; 
200, reallocating for benefit 
municipalities whose  populatt 
exceeds that of rural areas ps 
county money received from mo 
vehicle registrations. . he 

The public works committee ™ 
given favorable consideration - 
bill to reduce the towing fee *™ 
$5 to $3. 





Commission Named 


PROVIDENCE, R. I.—In accor 
with the terms of a bill enac Hot 


the current legislature, Gov. + i 
ard McGrath has named a avest'| 
three-member commission to ructit| 
gate the advisability of COM pai 

a superhighway through vatow 
East Greenwich and North Kine ol! 

Those appointed were C0}. Joba 

Casey Greene of Warwick; ancis 

Kiely of Pawtucket, and Fra 


McCabe of Warwick. 
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T’S A QUESTION that Chevrolet men are asked time and time 
again by motor car dealers—not Chevrolet dealers, but dealers for 
other makes of cars. 


The answer is that a Quality Dealer Organization is just what 
the name implies—an organization of dealers built not on quantity 
but on quality; an organization of dealers selected because of 
their business ability, their financial stability, and their high 
standing in the community. 

Truly, Chevrolet has a Quality Dealer Organization—which is 
an important reason why, year after year, its dealers sell more 
cars than any other dealer organization in the business. 


CHEVROLET MOTOR DIVISION, General Motors Sales Corporation, DETROIT, MICHIGAN 


aS 


WHEN YOU HAVE THE CHEVROLET / CHEVROLET / FRANCHISE YOU HAVE FRIENDS | 
= 
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Delaware Proposes Unif 


& 


Safety Registration Law 
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Changes are Also Covered 


Special to Automotive News 

DOVER, Del. — A number of 
highway safety and motor vehicle 
regulatory bills, said to have the 
approval of the state highway de- 
partment, state police and the 
Delaware safety council, were in- 
troduced in the state legislature 
here by Senator Harold W. T. 
Purnell. 

One of the measures would au- 
thorize the state motor vehicle 
commissioner to make such rules 


Toll Highways 
Opposed by AAA 


WASHINGTON.—Declaring that 
the toll road issue would come up 
in several state legislatures during 
current sessions, Thos. P. Henry 
of Detroit, president of the Amer- 
ican Automobile Assn. last week 
attributed revival of agitation to 
two things, namely, the admitted 
need for high-type facilities in ur- 
ban areas and widespread public- 
ity given to recently completed toll 
road projects. 

“The American Automobile Assn.” 
said Henry, “is definitely committed 
to the policy of free highways. 
The motor vehicle owners of the 
United States pay a billion and a 
half dollars per year in special 
taxes for road construction and 
maintenance. We shall vigorously 
oppose the indiscriminate super- 
imposing of tolls as an additional 
burden.” He continued: 

“There is no justification for the 
levying of tolls on existing free 
highways. Any form of retaliatory 
toll as between the states is inde- 
fensible in theory and unsound in 
practice. The same is true of pri- 
vately owned and operated toll 
roads.” 


Speed Limit Bill Opposed 

MADISON, Wis.—Among those ap- 
pearing before the assembly highways 
committee hearing here recently against 
a bill placing a 50-mile-an-hour speed 
limit on Wisconsin highways at night 
were Louis Milan, Madison, executive 
vice-president of Wisconsin Automotive 
Trades Assn.; Frank Knotts, repre- 
senting the United Motorists_ Assn., 
and Fred Elliott, representing Wiscon- 
sin Petroleum Industries Assn. 


and regulations as may be neces- 
sary and proper to conform to the 
rules and regulations of the Inter- 
state Commerce Commission and 
to establish a more uniform motor 
vehicle code and more uniform 
traffic rules and regulations. 


Also in the series was a bill to 
increase from six feet two inches 
to six feet six inches the maximum 
height for vehicles unladen or with 
load. Another would make the pen- 
alty for violation of the limitation 
of load trucks between $10 and 
$100 fine or imprisonment of be- 
tween 10 and 30 days. Another 
would provide that no _ traction 
engine or tractor shall be operated 
at a rate of speed greater than 
10 miles an hour. Others provide 
that whenever anyone driving a 
vehicle approaches a highway and 
railway crossing, drawbridge or 
automatic signal system controlling 
the flow of traffic, and a clearly 
visible signal gives warning of the 
approach of a railway train, car, 
boat or other vehicle, he shall come 
to a complete stop and not proceed 
until it is safe to do so. 


Also in the series were bills 
providing for: Speed limits of 55 
miles per hour on four-lane un- 
divided roads and on dual high- 
ways and 50 miles per hour on 
two-lane roads, where no special 
hazards exist; suspension or revo- 
cation of the license of any per- 
son convicted of driving a vehicle 
without the consent of the owner; 
penalties of between $3 and $25 
for certain parking violations; cer- 
tification of good physical condi- 
tion before applicant may be li- 
censed as a _ chauffeur; amber 
clearance lights; a new section on 
fuses and flags. 


Another of the bills would pro- 
vide the following definite signals 
by hand and arm: Left turn, hand 
and arm extended horizontally; 
right turn, hand and arm extended 
upward and move with a sweeping 
motion from rear to front; stop 
or decrease of speed, hand and arm 
extended downward. 


A minimum speed _ regulation 
clause is contained in another bill, 
providing that “no person shall 
drive a motor vehicle at such a 





Hudson Aircraft Activity .. . 
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FIRST AILERONS produced by the Aircraft division of Hudson Motor Car 
Co. came off the assembly line last week. The ailerons, one of the defense 
orders undertaken by Hudson, were consigned to a ‘large eastern aviation 
concern. Workers shown above with the first ailerons are, left to right, George 


Goin, plant operating head for Hudson’s Aircraft division; 
M. Evans, Harry Price, M. Heggerick, C. 


Cc. E. Hocking, G. 


R. F. Stoneking, 
Williams, C. Salo. 





THIS HUGE MACHINE in the Aircraft division of Hudson Motor Car Co. 


is known as 


or route and pre-drill aircraft metal sheets in multiple. 
stacked on the table and as many templates or patterns as 
the sheets which allows the machine 


together on top of 


a combination radial arm router and drill and is used to cut out 


Sheets to be cut are 
possible nested 
to cut out the various 


shaped patterns from many sheets of metal in one operation. The drilling of 


multiple sheets is accom 
right. This machine, 


which eliminates the 


ished by the drilling radial arm at the extreme 


necessity for blanking dies, is 


typical of the new devices now in use by Hudson to speed up defense pro- 


duction of aircraft. 


ormity to Confor 





Ammunition by Chrysler. . . 


AUTOMATIC MACHINES for trimmin 
cartridge cases in one of Chrysler Corp.’s plants. 
ncieneenenetineeentantecniatiticescaeaeamaeansindsin ena 


slow speed as to impede or block 
the normal and reasonable move- 
ment of traffic except when re- 
duced speed is necessary for safe 
operation or compliance with the 
law.” Police officers would be au- 
thorized to enforce this provision 
by directions to drivers, and in the 
event of apparent wilful disobedi- 
ence to this provision and refusal 
to comply with directions of an 
officer, the continued slow opera- 
tion by a driver would be a mis- 
demeanor. 

Still another bill in the series 
would require reports on accidents 
where the property damage is $25, 
as contrasted with a figure of $50 
set by present law. 

Following is another bill which 
would change certain parts of the 
present Motor Vehicle Registration, 
Title and Inspection law: 

Establish a permanent motor 
vehicle office in each county to 
handle all services of the depart- 
ment on a year around basis. 
Combine registration and in- 
spection of all vehicles in one 
operation instead of two as at 
present. 
Stagger registration and in- 
spection over the entire year 
having certain registrations and 
inspections expire at the beginning 
of each calendar quarter of the 
year. 
Allow renewal of registration 
and inspection anytime within 
three months prior to the date of 
expiration. 
Provide that number plates fol- 
low car rather than driver. 
Allow registration for half of 
year, at half of fee, plus 
additional inspection charge of $1. 
Provide rebate fee of 50 cents 
per plate for surrender of 
number plates when car is sold 
for junk or sold out of state. 

Keeps the files of the department 
up-to-date and clear of obsolete 
records. 

Provides that cars sold for junk 
will not be re-registered and sold 
for use or driven by owner. 

Insures the return of most num- 
ber plates to the department thus 
eliminating their illegal use. 

Provide temporary operating 

permits for bringing cars on 
which registration has expired to 
inspection stations and for taking 
cars not passing inspection to 
garages for repairs or storage. 


Anti-Diversion Amendment 


Gets Attention in Seattle 

SEATTLE.—The state legislature 
thus far has only paid minor at- 
tention to automobile legislation, 
with the main concern being to 
raise revenue for state operation 
costs and pensions. 

With almost unanimous approval 
from automotive, highway, and 
civic officials of the bill to submit 
to a vote of the people, the anti- 
diversion amendment to the state 
constitution has had the most im- 
portant hearing held thus far. 


Of ficers E lected 


MILWAUKEE.—John A. Rewolinski 





has been elected president of the 
Wisconsin Garage Operators’ Assn. 
Other officers named are Arthur H. 


Wessel, vice-president; Arthur E. Har- 
rer, secretary: William H. Koenig, 
treasurer, and lLynn_ Kuelz, Gus 
Schwessinger. Edward Wunderlich jr., 
and Koenig, directors. 





the open end of 75-millimeter 





MAKING 75 millimeter shells in one 
of Chrysler Corp.’s plants. 


K. C. Dealers Given Details 
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Bill to Regulate, 
License Time Sale; 


Proposed in N.Y 


ALBANY.—Licensing of instal) 
ment merchandisers and regy),. 
tion of installment sales up to . 
000 would be provided under a }jj 
prepared by the Russell ; 
Foundation and introduced in th 
state legislature here by Senate 
Pliny W. Williamson. : 

Described by Senator Williams, 
as the “emancipation proclamatio, 
of the installment buyer,” the }) 
would put all installment sell. 
under regulation of the stg 
superintendent of banks, and py. 
quire all such companies doin; 
business in the state to take out 
licenses. 

The proposed legislation alsy 
would require the disclosure ¢ 
financing rates in terms of a pe. 
centage per month on declining 
unpaid balances owed, and wow) 
prohibit “concealment” of finang 
charges by including them in th 
credit price or insurance premium; 

The measure seeks to outlay 
“harsh forms of contracts” ¢; 
“harsh repossession and collectio: 
practices” by permitting “nop. 
violent” repossession without leg: 
process, but would forbid forcib; 
entry into homes of creditors. 

Regulations for conditions of e. 
tensions and loans are outlined b; 
the bill. Charges for extensions fo 
payment and for cash loans ar 
limited in the bill to a maximum 
of 1% percent a month on unpiii 
balances. 


Baehler Elected 


CHICAGO.—Oscar H. Baehler, wh 
has served for the past 13 years ir 
executive capacities with Butler Motor 
Inc., largest Hudson distributor in th 
United States, was elected as vite 
president of the company last wes 


Of Neb. Dealer Licensing Lav 


Special to Automotive News 

KANSAS CITY.—Kansas City 
car dealers had Philip M. Klutz- 
nick of Nebraska as their guest 
speaker at a recent dinner meet- 
ing. Dealers from all parts of 
Missouri and Kansas were invited. 

Klutznick is counsel for the Ne- 
braska dealers association and 
helped draft the Nebraska dealer 
licensing law, which dealers there 
feel have much improved con- 
ditions. This law is administered 
by an advisory board composed of 
one member appointed by the gov- 
ernor and the rest by the state 
dealer association, thus keeping it 
out of politics. 

This law permits only a licensed 
dealer to sell a certain make of 
automobile. Iowa has a _ similar 
law. Both Missouri and Kansas 
dealer associations feel such a law 
is needed in the two states, but at 
this late date, they question 
whether it would be feasible to in- 
troduce a bill in the respective 
legislatures. No educational pro- 
gram has been attempted among 
the dealers, although those pres- 
ent at the dinner meeting were en- 
thusiastic, after Klutznick  ex- 
plained the law and what it had 
accomplished in Nebraska. 

If a similar bill were introduced 
in the legislatures and the unin- 
formed arouse enough objections as 
to cause its failure, it would be 
doubly difficult to interest mem- 
bers of the legislative body when 
later presented. 

At the present, the Kansas City 
dealer association is concentrating 
its efforts toward passage of House 
Bills 47, 48 and 49. Bill 49 provides 
a use tax on motor vehicles, and 
Bill 48 provides that the tax must 
be paid before a certificate of reg- 
istration can be issued by the com- 
missioner of motor vehicles. 

Other bills introduced, which af- 
fect the automobile industry, are 
No. 18, which requires any person 
or corporation caravanning motor 
vehicles to secure a permit from 
the commissioner of motor vehicles 
for use of the highways. 

No. 21 prohibits the operation 
on the highways of the state any 
vehicle carrying other vehicles; any 
vehicle having two levels with any 


portion carried at a height of 11 
inches from the ground, any pat 
above the cab of the carrier ve 
hicle or over the head of the op 
erator or any axle which is mor 
than three feet higher than othe 
axle on the carried vehicle. 

H. B. 39 plans to authorize mu 
nicipalities to require owners ani 
operators of motor vehicles resié- 
ing within their limits to submit 
such vehicles to periodical inspet- 
tion, not exceeding three inspet- 
tions in any one year, and to pa 
a fee therefor of not more tha 
one dollar. 

H. B. 62 is to amend an at 
passed in 1939 and to add a section 
which prohibits a guest in an aute 
mobile from filing action for dam 
ages against the owner, unless th 
accident is caused by wanton alt 
wilful negligence of the motor c# 
owner or operator. 

Senate Bill No. 36 appears " 
make the employer liable for act 
of his employes, committed whik 
the employe is driving any vehick 
on the highways of the state while 
under the scope of his employ. 


Proposed Ontario 
Transport Board 


Is Possible Soot 


TORONTO—Formation of § 
motor transport board to regulalt 
the transport industry in Ontari 
will likely be considered by 
Provincial legislature, now in Ss 
sion, well-informed sources indi 
cate here. 

It is believed that such a boa 
would mean elimination of 
discrimination and would brit! 
about provision for safer equi 
ment, a better class of driver, ® 
improved efficiency of motor tra! 
port. a 

Need for the board is believ® 
to be greater today than ever © 
fore. War conditions in 
ince are imposing a severe 
upon the trucking 





_— 





ye 


the prov} 
strat’ 


industry —*| 


Z ii Ce F 
strain that affects drivers, aed 
and warehouse staffs and . sal 
ment—due to unusual demane © | 


ing made upon their services. 
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THE BIGGEST SALES INCREASES 
IN ALL NASH HISTORY! 


iamsoy 
iMation 
the bil 
Seller: 

State 
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ayn. 
Ke oy 
n aly EVERYBODY’S got a success story to tell... and that’s swell. 
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& Der. 
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in the 
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The industry can be proud of the splendid 30% sales increase it has reg- 
istered in 1941, according to latest reports... BUT HAVE YOU HEARD 
WHAT NASH DEALERS ARE DOING? With their sensational new 
lowest-price field Ambassador “600” leading the way, they are now selling at 
a rate 94% ahead of last yzar’s January-February period ... and the month 
of February alone will be the biggest in all Nash’s 25 years. 








Seale The 10-day increases are pyramiding so fast that we’ve searched our archives 
_ back through the “twenties” and can’t find an equal to it! 

of ex: 

ae The handwriting’s on the wall. The figures show Nash sales are increasing 
ns are three times faster than any other low-priced car. With territory increases as 
ona high as 238%, Nash dealers are making more money than they ever did before. 


Why don’t you switch to this fast-selling profit line where there’s no competi- 
tion within your own family? You'll have complete no-gap coverage of the 


r, wh 

Moton price brackets where 9 out of 10 new car sales are made: the famous Ambassa- 
in the : : . . . . 

i dor Sixes and Eights in the low-medium and medium price classes ... and the 
week 


great New Ambassador “600” for profitable volume in the big “All 3” market. 


Write or wire W. A. Blees, General Sales Manager, Nash Motors Division, 
Nash-Kelvinator Corporation, Detroit. 
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* Model illustrated, delivered at factory, including all standard equipment and 
Federal tax. White Side Wall Tires and Bumper Guards are optional extras. 
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9 Huge Defense Projects Under Way in 


AUTOMOTIVE NEWS, MARCH 10, 1941 


Program Includes Airframes, 


Engines, Alloys, Technicians 


DEARBORN.—With preliminary 
construction surveys started for the 
new $11,000,000 plant, which will 
build assemblies for bombing 
planes, and with construction of 
the $21,000,000 airplane engine 
plant due for completion this 
month, nine major defense projects 
are under way in the plants of the 
Ford Motor Co. 

Here, in brief, is the record to 
date of what Ford is doing to arm 
the nation: 

1 East of Ypsilanti, Mich., pre- 

liminary construction surveys 
are under way for the first two 
sections of the $11,000,000 bomber 
parts plant, which will have a 
moving assembly line unique in 
the aviation industry. The van- 
guard of 70 Ford engineers and 
designers already are at the Con- 
solidated Aircraft Co.’s factory at 
San Diego, Calif., to work out the 
mass production methods by which 
the new Ford plant will build 
complete airframe assemblies — 
wings, fuselages, noses, stabilizers, 
etc.—for the big B24D long-range 
Consolidated bombers on a volume 
basis. 

The new bomber plant is ex- 
pected to be in production by the 
end of the year. The plant at first 
will have two sections, built in L- 
formation. The first section will be 
800 feet wide and 300 feet deep; 
behind this will be another section 
1,200 feet long and 400 feet wide. 
If the government decides to as- 
semble complete bombers in the 
new factory, the buildings simply 
will be extended to house a mile- 
and-a-quarter-long assembly line. 

The first section of the $21,000,- 

000 airplane engine plant in 
Dearborn has been completed in 
less than 100 days from the time 
the steel framework started rising 


Makers of Tools 
Urged to Help 


Train Machinists 


DETROIT.—Charles Koebel, of 
Koebel Diamond Tool Co. here, in 
a brochure titled “Meet Joe Green, 
Grinder Hand,” declares: 

U. S. industry needs skilled ma- 
chinists — approximately 800,000 
more than are now available. 
2 Whereas long range educational 
programs have been started, 






very little is being done to aid 
manufacturers in the training of 
new men already hired. 
The responsibility for training 
new men in the use of tools 
should lie with the manufacturers 
of these tools. 





THIS GIANT diesel engine cylinder 
block in the General Motors Cleveland 
Diesel Engine division plant is in_pro- 
duction for one of Uncle Sam’s Navy 
vessels. Svend Jensen is shown operat- 
ing a large horizontal boring mill 
which midgets him. With the intensi- 
fication of the national defense _pro- 

ram, this plant has converted almost 
fis entire production to ropulsion 
machinery for Uncle Sam’s Gen- 
eral Motors orders for diesel engines 
from the Navy and other defense units 
total $89,400,000. 


eet. 














































above the ground. The 


out 15 engines @ day. 


3 


bombing planes. 
cycle-type gear, 


bomber. 


4 


School, 


The volume of applicants 


accepted. 


The lightness 
as cast iron but weighs only one- 
quarter as much—make it vital in 
airplane construction, it is_ said. 


The $800,000 Ford foundry, one of 


the few in this country, has begun 
limited production and when the 
engine plant opens the foundry 
will supply 110,000 pounds light- 
weight castings a month. It will 
employ 350 men. 


6 A complete United States Navy 
Service School to train Navy re- 
cruits in technical duties is in 
operation in the heart of the 
Rouge plant. The school was dedi- 
cated on Jan. 15, and sailor re- 
cruits are now being trained there. 
In May the school will reach its 
full enrollment of 1,200 students. 
Its three-month courses will gradu- 
ate 4,500 trained technicians into 
the Navy each year. 


The school was provided and 
equipped by Henry Ford through 
the Ford Motor Co., at no expense 
to the government, and was erected 
in the record time of 40 days. Rear 
Admiral John Downes, commander 
of the Ninth Naval District, calls 
the school “the most important 
training center the Navy has for 
schooling its newly enlisted men 
in the mechanical duties they will 
be called upon to perform.” The 
school is staffed by Ford Trade and 
Apprentice School instructors and 
the $2,000,000 equipment of the 
Ford industrial schools is at the 
disposal of the Navy students. 


The Ford company, which has 

delivered 1,200 Army staff cars 
and will build 600 more, last week 
began production of 1,500 “Blitz 
Buggies”’—pygmy four-wheel-drive 
reconnaissance and command cars. 

Specially designed bomb service 
trucks, which have cranes for 
hoisting bombs into place under 
the wings of big Army planes, are 
rolling off the line at the rate of 
12 to 15 a day. Among other mili- 
tary vehicles being produced by 
Ford are chassis for field kitchens 
for the British War Relief. Ford 
has built 50 of these chassis and 
will build 50 more. 


Experimental plans for the pro- 

duction of a 1,500-horsepower 
airplane engine of original design, 
which could be turned out in huge 
quantities by mass production 
methods are being formulated. 


Facilities of Ford’s Highland 
Park plant have been placed at 


the disposal of the Red Cross Mo- 
tor Corps, which is training women 
volunteers for active work in mo- 
tor transport, 
emergency develop. 


should a_ national 


entire 
plant, which is 1,000 feet long, 360 
feet wide and which will provide 
800,000 square feet of floor space, 
will be completed late this month. 
Production will begin in April on 
an initial order of 4,236 Pratt & 
Whitney airplane engines. By June 
the new factory will be turning 


Plans are being formulated for 
production of landing gears for 
The huge tri- 
which weighs 
about 1,200 pounds, is one of the 
most complicated parts of the 


To supply the skilled workers 
required for fabricating airplane 
parts, an Aircraft Apprentice 
equipped to train 2,000 
students at one time, is being es- 
tablished in the new airplane en- 
gine plant. Equipment for the 
school is now being installed and 
198 students, who began their 
training in temporary quarters in 
the Ford Trade School, will move 
into the new building in March. 
is so 
great that only one in 40 can be 


Ford has solved one bottleneck 

of the aviation industry by 
building the world’s largest mag- 
nesium alloy foundry to supply 
lightweight castings for the new 
engine plant and other aviation 
factories throughout the country. 
and strength of 
magnesium alloy—it is as strong 





Part of Ford Defense Role... 





ARCHITECT’S DRAWING of the $11,000,000 airplane factory Ford Motor Co. 
will build near Ypsilanti, Mich. The plant will make airframes for Consolidated 
bombers, and is one of nine defense projects being carried by Ford at present. 


WITH EDSEL FORD, president of Ford Motor Co., and Brig. Gen. C. H. 
. S. Army as passengers, a Ford test driver puts a ‘Blitz 


Bonesteel of the U 





H 


Buggy” through its paces. Built by Ford for the Army, this tiny reconnais- 


sance car is a four-wheel-drive vehicle that will climb 80 percent 
They can be maneuvered over all types of 
terrain. An initial Army order for 1,500 Ford “Blitz Buggies” 


travel 55 to 60 miles an hour. 


rades and 


already is 


rolling off a Rouge plant assembly line. 
—a—— 


U. S. Oil Supply 
Seen Ample Even 
In Actual Wartime 


DETROIT.—Dr. Robert E. Wil- 
son, of New York, chief adviser 
for petroleum in the Office of Pro- 
duction Management, last week re- 
assured the Engineering Society of 
Detroit that there would not be 
any shortage of oil in the United 
States in the event this country 
should become involved in war. 

The American petroleum indus- 
try, Wilson said, refines and con- 
trols 62 percent of the world’s pro- 
duction of oil, has a present ca- 
pacity three times all future mili- 
tary needs and has a virtual mon- 
opoly on high-octane aviation gaso- 
line. Therefore, U. S. motorists 
should have no worry about 
rationed gasoline, for the only 
possible war-time disadvantage 
might be a slight increase in price 
at the gas pumps. 

“The fact that oil and its deriva- 
tives are vital war materials may 
have obscured the cold facts on the 
size of our petroleum industry,” he 
said. “We forget that its 1941 ca- 
pacity is 13 times what it was in 
1916. We are in excellent shape to 
meet all war-time demands,” Wil- 
son stated. 


Hayes Mfg. to Build 


Plane Parts for Brewster 

NEW YORK. — Brewster Aero- 
nautical Corp. has awarded to 
Hayes Mfg. Co. an order for manu- 
facture of outer wings and parts 
costing $5,000,000. The wings will 
be used on Brewster’s model 340 
bomber. 

Conclusion of the contract was 
announced coincidental with com- 
pletion of financing arrangements 
by Hayes inolving the sale of 200,- 
000 shares of common stock and 
the election of Rensselaer W. Clark 
as president and director. 


. 7 Be 

Trico’s Defense Work 
BUFFALO.—Another automobile ac- 
cessory producer is shifting some of 
its manufacturing, activity to the de- 
fense program. rico Products. Corp. 
of Buffalo will into production 
shortly on an order for 50-caliber 
armor-piercing bullet cores for British 
machine guns. Trico will manufacture 
the cores as a sub-contractor to Rem- 

ington Arms Co. 








get 
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OVER THE TOP in a Ford “Blitz 
Buggy.” Test driver, putting a Ford 
“Blitz Buggy” through its paces, is 
shown bouncing this tiny four-wheel- 


drive, Army reconnaissance car over 
rough ground at Dearborn at nearly a 
mile a minute. The demonstration was 
staged for the press and Army officials 
the day the first of 1,500 “Blitz Bug- 
gies”? began rolling off the Ford Motor 
Co. assembly line. 





Aluminum Supply 
To Be Increased 


By 2 New Plants|¢ 


LISTER, Ala.— Predicting that 
production of virgin aluminum will 
be sufficient for defense and 
civilian needs, Richard S. Reynolds, 
president of Reynolds Metals Co., 
last week visited the company’s 
new aluminum plant here. The 
plant will be put in operation by 
Apr. 1, five months after ground 
was broken and 11 months ahead 
of normal construction time. 


The Lister plant will reach ca- 
pacity output of 40,000,000 pounds 
annually by July, Reynolds as- 
serted. A projected three-unit plant 
in the Bonneville-Grand Coulee 
area on the Pacific Coast will pro- 
duce 60,000,000 pounds annually. 


Production of the two Reynolds 
plants, with that of Aluminum Co. 
of America, will be sufficient for 
defense and civilian needs, pre- 
dicted Reynolds, who came here 
with directors from Louisville and 
Richmond for an inspection tour. 


Crescent Appoints Birch 


PAWTUCKET, R. I.—James T. Birch 
has been appointed field sales manager 
Crescent Co., manufacturers of 
automotive wiring. 
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GM Diesel Plant | Art 
Addition to Speed W 
Defense Outpy 


special t 
DETROIT.—With a recent OUT 
dition to its Cleveland Diese} | thw 
gine division plant nearing com. or of 
pletion, General Motors js speed. - le | 
ing up production of diese] engine roy 
on orders from the Navy and Othe: pete 
defense units totaling $89,400.04; . 
C. E. Wilson, president of GM, » 
vealed last Friday. ‘ 
“With the intensification of the 
rearmament program, the Cle. 
land plant, where the bulk of liege! 4 
defense orders is concentrated, hy, 
converted almost its entire produ 
tion to propulsion machinery |‘ 
the U. S. Navy,” Wilson said. | 
In addition to diesels being py.’ 
duced in Cleveland for marine yy |‘ 
GM is building large numbers 
diesel engines for use in tank 
trucks and tractors at its Detrj 
Diesel Engine division plant, Wj. 
son stated. Three, four and gi. 
cylinder two-cycle diesels are pn. 


. D ; 
duced in the Detroit plant. Neve! 
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Canadian Defense 
Output Using 75% 
Of Motor Plant 


TORONTO. — Approximate) 
three-quarters of the manufactt. 
ing capacity of the Canadian aut. 
motive industry is devoted to th 
production of army automotive vy. 
hicles and other war material jp. 
cluding machine guns, shells, et 
Over 90,000 army mechanized tran: 
port cars and trucks have rolled 
off the final assembly lines of th 
motor vehicle manufacturers ¢ 
this dominion to date. 

The rate of output is being a 
celerated by 50 percent, so that th 
complete mechanical transpor 
equipment of an army division wil 
be manufactured in 10 days or ¢ 
an army corp in 40 days in th 
near future. 

Canadian-made army vehicle: 
have demonstrated that “they hav: 
what it takes” in the British cam 
paigns in Egypt and Libya, it 
Eritrea, Ethiopia and Somalilani 
which in a relatively few week 
precipitated “the decline and fall’ 
of “the Second Roman Empire’ 
Wavell’s campaign has been des 
cribed as the fastest and one of th 
most brilliant in history. Not th 
least contributing factor to it 
success was that his army had # 
army vehicle for every four or five 
troops, while Graziani’s army hei 
only one army vehicle for every 
troops. 


Curtiss-Wright Will Build 


Largest Propeller Pla! 

NEW YORK.—Plans for erectilé 
America’s largest individual ai 
craft propeller-manufacturing plant 
for speeding up the mass produc 
tion of Curtiss Electric propeller 
for the U. S. Army and Navy, hatt 
been announced by Curtiss-Wright! 











orp. 

The new factory, comprising 415: 
000 square feet of floor area, 
be built adjoining Beaver Boroug! 
about 20 miles northwest of Pitts 
burgh, on a 32-acre site acquit) ang g, 
for the Curtiss-Wright Propelle “Cay 
division from tke J. N. Pew estat mid. « 
It will be of one-story, brick até ladnet 
steel construction with a two world, 
story building for administrativ ’ 
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Car Is Not a Luxury, | 
Embattled British ip 


WASHINGTON. — It took the! 
Battle of Britain to dispose of ® 
fallacious theory that the private | 
passenger car is a luxury oF * 
semi-luxury, according to th 
American Automobile Assn. 

Reports show that some 45,0 
private passenger cars put awa! 
for the duration of the war have 
been taken out of storage 
placed in operation, with the | 
government allowing special | 
tions of gasoline on condition 
that the owners take fellow 
workers to and from the plants 
where they are employed. 
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DEFENSE 


al Need of Vehicles 


{rmy Admits Construction 
Would Have Been Impossible 


utomotive News 
BEND. — Thirty miles 
st of here, out in the farm- 
wt of Indiana, the perfect ex- 
le of the vital importance of 
the automotive industry in national 
jefense is being demonstrated 24 
yours @ day at the Army’s new 
Kingsbury ordnance plant. 
This plant, which is being set up 
under supervision of the Army 
yartermaster Corps, was started 
fom scratch last October. At that 
time the federal government pur- 
chased 13,000 acres of Indiana 
farmland, absorbed the small town 
it Union Center and started to 
wnstruct a huge shell loading 
jlant. When the plant is completed, 
ometime this fall, shell casings, 
wich as are being turned out at 
the Oldsmobile plant in Lansing, 
will be shipped here to be loaded 
with powder and fuses and held 
for Army needs. 
Never has the need of motor 
ywhicles been more clearly shown 
than at the Kingsbury plant, since 
many problems have arisen in con- 
nection with transportation of 
workers, materials, housing, econ- 
my of operations, speed for de- 
fense and isolation of the plant for 
far of explosions. Although there 


special toA 


"| are four railroads linking the plant 
‘lt all parts of the country, the 


rservation is actually five miles 
long and five miles wide, thus 
necessitating the exclusive use of 


‘I trucks in hauling construction ma- 


trial to job sites within the reser- 
vation. These job sites are widely 
separated within the grounds and 
are located between hills so as to 


‘Tdiminate the danger that would 


arise if one of the several shell 
loading lines exploded. 


Tons of sand, cement, gravel, 


‘I steel, lumber and thousands of 


other materials are being hauled 


| into the reservation daily on trucks 


of all sizes, makes and body mod- 
ls, Within the reservation nearly 


., 2000 persons are employed. No 
| civilians are allowed to live in the 


area and those who formerly lived 


+ .1in Union Center have been ex- 








patriated. As a result of a housing 


»| shortage the trailer business has 


sprouted around the _ reservation 
and trailer camps dot the roads 
nearby. 

Soetie and Arnold, Ford dealer- 
ship in near-by LaPorte, has ob- 
tained most of the automotive 
business in connection with the 
project and has done a tremendous 
business not only in supplying cars, 
‘tucks and station wagons, but also 
8 enjoying a profitable service 
business from the project. 

Every type of motor vehicle be- 


Canada Lauds 
Efficiency of Its 
Motor Transport | 


_MONTREAL.— Praise was lav- 
hed on Canada’s motor transport 
industry during a discussion in the 
House of Commons at Ottawa, by 
-D. Howe, minister of munitions 
and supply. 


“Canada’s motor transport,” he 






an} “tid, “is one of the best organized 


industries in the empire or the 
World, and has been so efficient on 
War orders that Great Britain has 
hot found it necessary to go into 
¢ United States market for me- 
chanical transport.” 


The minister told the house that 
the munitions and supply depart- 


| Ment was “on its toes” and very 
| ™uch alive. It was kept alive, he 
| “id, by the injection of new blood, 
and in that connection he men- 


lioned the recent acquisition of 
arry Carmichael, general man- 
0 of General Motors of Canada, 
= had joined the department for 
= time work without salary. 
‘All we can do,” said Howe, “is 
Organize industry as efficiently 


| 8 possible, and place work with 


vy firms best able to perform it.” 
10 major divisions of production 
n Canada, seven were up to or 


ahead of schedule, he stated. 


ing made in America today is used 
on the project. There are cars for 
Army officials; station wagons to 
move work crews, surveyors and 
engineers about the vast grounds; 
practically all type of trucks are 
used from pickups for light hauling 
to seven-ton Macks for towing 
equipment through the mud and 
sand of which there is plenty. 
Tractors, bulldozers, ploughs, grad- 
ers and other like motorized ve- 
hicles are employed throughout the 
project. 

More than 500 automobiles come 
into the plant every day, since this 
is about the only type’ of trans- 
portation used, with the exception 
of bus lines which are just begin- 
ning to be introduced from sur- 
rounding cities. 


Without the automobile industry, 





PRACTICAL SUPPORT to Canada’s drive to sell war savings stamps and 


certificates is 


being given by Smith Transport Ltd., 


Toronto, which has 


painted two of its highway transports with patriotic scenes urging citizens 
to assist the Dominion’s war effort. The scenes on this semi-trailer show a 
soldier “‘going over the top’ and a farmer working in his field. The words 


read: “You Help By Saving.”’ 


such a gigantic plant, which by 
its very nature must be isolated 


Army officials frankly admit, they | in the country. 
This fall when the plant is com- 


would not be able to construct 





Bell System Teletypewriter Service 


to plants and branches puts all 


operations “under one roof”’ 


¢ Many manufacturers have found that 
) 

delays in communication between head- 

quarters, branches and plants can be 


corrected with the help of Teletype- 


writer Service! 


“Talking in type” is the quick, mod- 
ern way of transmitting inter-company 
messages to two or more points—300 
yards or 3000 miles away. As you talk 
back and forth, it reproduces every word 
exchanged, in typewritten form. Accu- 
rate as the written word, it is today’s 
answer to fast communication. 

Maybe you installed Teletypewriter 
Service long ago. If your business has 
grown since then—new plants, new 
branches far away — perhaps expanded 
Teletypewriter Service will effect new 
economies. Why not make sure? A Bell 
System representative will gladly help. 
Just call him through your local tele- 


phone office. 





BELL SYSTEM 
TELETYPEWRITER SERVICE 


pleted, it will employ 6,000 persons 
and the tremendous importance of 
the automobile will be shown to 
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| Present Rubber 


Export Allotment 
Stays Unchanged 


LONDON.—Rubber quota for the 
three months ending June 30 will 
be 100 percent of basic quotas to 
meet “special requirements” of the 
United States, it was stated by the 
International Rubber Regulation 
Committee. 

This was unchanged from the 
first quarter. The committee is 
composed of representatives of ma- 
jor producing nations who regulate 
shipments chiefly to stabilize 
prices. The basic quota is an arbi- 
trarily chosen figure. 

The United States has ordered 
180,000 tons this year and the 
quota would enable producers to 
fulfill the American contract and 
also build up United Kingdom re- 
serves. The United States bought 
150,000 tons in 1940. 


Pete Wembhoff's Fourth Dimension 


be even greater than it is now. offers news of automotive evertising. 
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Parts Firms’ Shares Display Independent Strengtho 
February Dividends Show ‘jum | 


Increase Over a Year Ago 


By Dana Stuart 





U. S. Retail Sales ut 
Show Large Gain| [D) 
During Past Yes, ast 


Wall St. Correspondent 


STOCK PRICE AVERAGES 


WASHINGTON.—Retail sales j,|yeded 









Previ Lates fear : : 
_NEW YORK.—Stocks of automo- "Week Ween Chante fan the United States increased $3 47 |:osevelt 
tive parts companies again dis-| 24 motors ........... 30.43 29.87 —0.56 35.98 000,000 during the calendar yo, |ause th 
played independent strength when foc. 1: ee oe ae ae 1940 to a total of $45 500,006.00, saple to 
‘ = Tere .6§ 1.66 —0.03 5.55 * : ’ ’ 
measured against the car and truck | ‘4 tire-rubbers ||... 17:50 16.91 —0.59 92.97 according to U. S. department of{aiitary 1 


companies and the tire group in 
the past week. The relatively bet- 
ter showing of parts company 
securities in recent months may 
not have been surprising to the 
automotive production centers but 
it has been at least to some sec- 
tions of the New York financial 
district. 

Ten weeks ago the average price 
of the stocks of 10 parts companies 
was 28.23. For the latest week 
covered by the AUTOMOTIVE NEws 
averages, the figure for this group 
was 26.66. Ten weeks ago the car 
and truck average stood at 36.32 
and now it is 30.80. In the same 
period the tire price average de- 
clined from 18.59 to 16.91. It is 


Inspection Tests 
Reveal 57 Percent 
Of Cars Unsafe 





obvious that the car and truck 
shares have led the decline. 

Although in the early winter, 
there was considerable irregularity 
in movement of individual parts 
stocks, that now has been mostly 
eliminated and the group is mov- 
ing closely in unison. 

The reason for the better show- 
ing of parts stocks, as viewed from 
this sector, is that there has been 
less adjustment for the parts com- 
panies in adapting themselves to 
the handling of defense orders 
from the government. And there 
remains for the passenger car 
manufacturers the _ uncertainties 
concerning raw materials for the 
building of cars. 

Exclusively truck makers, on the 
whole, have fared somewhat bet- 
ter than companies making both 
cars and trucks, as far as the 
prices of their shares are con- 


ONE of the procedures in makin 





Goodyear’s synthetic rubber, ‘‘Chemigum.”’ 
Following discharge from the washers, ‘“‘Chemigum”’ is dried 


in machine like 


the one pictured and then is ready for processing into countless synthetic 


rubber products. 


Car Makers Pledge Aid 


commerce’ estimates. 
purchases from retail 
were about 8 percent larger 


Consumer; Roosevé 
Merchants |i 4 repo 


iy Gano 


the 1939 total of $42,024,000,009 1, | ossultan 


ported in the 1939 census 


of retgi|ion Man: 


trade. Retail prices averaged on,| The Te 


a little higher in 1940 than in 19, 
therefore the increase in the 4, 


flected a comparable rise in 
quantity of goods sold at retai| last 
year. 


The largest relative gains wer 
shown by firms selling consumey 
durable goods predominantly, Ty, 
aggregate sales of these establis}. 
ments — automotive, furniture an; 
household, lumber, building, hari. 
ware and jewelry — were up aboy 
18 percent. In contrast, stores gel). 
ing predominantly nondurable mer. 
chandise increased their combing 
sales only 5 percent. 


In the automotive group, sal; 
of new passenger cars alone in 14 
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cerned. - | > \ ait. 
' Wall Street continues to be In N. ADA Mechanics lan contributed $2,600,000,000, about : Di 
WASHINGTON. — Fifty - seven caught between the impact of third more than in 1939. This fig. ae 


percent of the 288,433 motor ve- 
hicles inspected by the local police 
department since 1939 were re- 
jected as unsafe on first inspection, 
and owners were ordered to cor- 
rect faults discovered. More than 
3,600 of the inspected automobiles 
were rejected outright and ordered 
removed from the streets as com- 


foreign and domestic events. Al- 
though continuing to be less under 
the domination of the foreign news 
than in earlier months of the war, 
events in Europe still are power- 
ful factors, as is demonstrated on 
each important move over there. 
On the other hand, there re- 
mains more disposition for the 


(Continued from Page 1) 


the national interest and his own, 
to view this problem as it affects 
his shop and prepare to meet it 
through training to fill inroads on 
his labor force. 

“The problem should be met at 
once,” he stated. “Every phase of 
our defense effort is pressing and 


tor of service, Chevrolet; K. M. 
Chase, assistant general sales man- 
ager, Chevrolet, and Jack Dineen 
of General Motors. 

NADA officials present were L. 
Clare Cargile, president; C. W. 
Bishop, general counselor; W. E. 
Blanchard, manager; I. H. Post, 


ure represents almost 40 percent o! 
the total sales for the group. Wit 
the exception of general stores, th 
automotive group as a whole &. 
clined most drastically from 19% 
to the depression years 1932 ani 
1933. With the expansion of sale 
in 1940, this group had recovers 
more of its loss than any other 
kind of business had succeeded i: 
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* Gaanien results of the in- a a. aie to follow — immediate.” assistant manager, and R. E. An-| going. In addi 
spection program since Apr. 15 appenings than previously. NADA’s program is based on the} derson, public relations represent- iiniaiinlanieds or prod 
1940, are: " "|| February dividend declarations | racilities available to automobile | ative. te “cert 
deg tie ine iain ton by automotive companies continued | gaalers for training men as re- _-_ U. S. Rubber Resumes J hrier to 
stalled on vehicles which had ex-| 00d tract none sere et | placements, and the urgency of| Pontiac to School Dividends on Common}? i 
haust systems emitting poisonous ané truck companies declared $43,- beginning at once so that the ° NEW YORK.—After a lapse of” of « 
gases pr and through the floor ae — "ae fo — training process can be well under Mechanics 20 years, United States Rubber Ca iustry, ‘ 
boards; more than 2,225 tires con- ant jue’ seein to. $50,660,000 way before the actual shortage _PONTIAC.—Because the automo-| last week announced a resumptio: hg 
demned and replaced with good or an occurs. bile industry soon will feel the full| of dividends on its common stock 


new tires; broken steering knuckle 
pins discovered and corrected on 
43 cars; defective steering linkage 
corrected on 2,988 machines; brake 
systems on 18,323 vehicles cor- 
rected, including 147 defective mas- 
ter hydraulic cylinders replaced or 
reconditioned. 





Dangers of Locking Rims 


On Truck Tires Noted 
NEW YORK.—A recent fatality 
and many serious injuries have 
been caused by truck tire locking 
rings blowing off rims and striking 
workmen who are inflating tires. 
Examination of locking rings 
after accidents shows them in good 
condition, indicating correct pro- 
cedure was not followed during 
inflation. No attempt was made to 
reseat the locking ring after add- 
ing a few pounds of air. The em- 
ploye should have shut off the air 
when the pressure had risen to 
five or 10 pounds, and should have 
tapped the locking ring lightly 


with a hammer to be certain the 
snap-ring was properly set, it is 
pointed out. 





against $40,835,000 in like 1940 pe- 
riod. Parts and accessory firms 
declared $8,660,000 last month com- 
pared with $7,310,000 a year ago, 
and for the two months their total 
was $10,160,000 against $9,985,000. 
Total for both groups for February 
was $51,820,000, against $48,145,000 
and for two months, $60,820,000 
compared with $50,820,000. 


Penn Turnpike Comm. 


Urges Careful Driving 
HARRISBURG, Pa. — (UTPS).— 
While the general assembly con- 
siders legislation to extend Penn- 
sylvania’s “Dream Highway” in 
both directions, the Pennsylvania 
Turnpike Commission is conduct- 
ing a drive to promote careful 
driving on the 160-mile Harris- 
burg-Pittsburgh section now in use, 
according to officials of the Penn- 
sylvania Motor Federation. 

The establishment of a fixed and 
strictly enforced speed limit 
possibly at 60 or 65 miles an hour 
instead of the 50-mile maximum 
for other highways—was discussed 
by state officials and legislators but 
no definite steps in this direction 
were taken. 


An important factor entering 
into the training program is the 
necessity of maintaining adequate 
service for the 30,000,000 cars now 
in operation. This is a phase of the 
defense program which NADA 
leaders feel should not be impaired 
in meeting the multiplied needs 
of efficient transportation. 

Friday’s meeting was attended 
by the following: 

J. B. Platt, sales section of Gen- 
eral Motors; Walter G. Morris, 
sales section of General Motors; 
W. A. Houser, general parts and 
service manager, Cadillac; E. A. 
Erickson, assistant general service 
manager, Oldsmobile; J. J. Dobbs, 
general service manager, Oldsmo- 
bile; E. J. Krause, parts and ser- 
vice manager, Buick, Detroit zone; 
T. Naubert, service manager, Ford; 
L. W. Slack, assistant sales man- 
ager, Packard. 

Arthur T. Stanton, sales promo- 
tion manager, Willys-Overland; J. 
H. Mack, Chrysler Corp., general 
service manager; Robert Sawyer, 
manager of service schools, Pon- 
tiac; G. W. Arnold, service promo- 
tion manager, Pontiac; J. H. Stam- 
baugh, director of national service 
operators, Hudson; Karl M. Griner, 
parts and service manager, Nash. 


effects of national conscription 
upon its sales and service staffs 
in dealerships, Pontiac will estab- 
lish schools for the training of 
mechanics and salesmen. 

The mechanic schools are ex- 
pected to be in operation soon 
in the zones timed to become most 
affected as conscription goes into 
high gear this late spring and early 
summer. These schools will draw 
upon youths with special mechan- 
ical aptitudes who are not of draft 
age or exempt because of depend- 
ents. 


Ethyl Names Griffiths 

NEW YORK.—P. L. Griffiths, for- 
merly treasurer of the Overseas divi- 
sion of General Motors, has _been 
elected vice-president of the Ethyl 
Gasoline Corp. in charge of the finan- 
cial department. 

Chris Sinsabaugh’s sparkling 
“Sparks’’ column is read by the 
‘‘wide-awake”’ in industry. 


directors voting a disbursement of 
50 cents a share, payable April % 
to holders of record April 16. 
The dividend marks the initia 
payment on the present no pa 
common stock which was issue 
in exchange for the old $100 pa 
common in December, 1928. 


White Motor’s Profit 


Best in Eleven Year 
CLEVELAND.—White Motor © 
reports 1940 net earnings of $1,952- 
727, the highest in 11 years ani 
equal to $3.12 a share on 625,00! 
shares. This compared with 1% 
net earnings of $107,473, equal t 
17 cents a share. 
Robert F. Black, president, sai 
United States defense orders fa 
trucks and spare parts totalin 
approximately $46,000,000, were car 
ried over into 1941 with the schet- 
ule of deliveries running into 1%? 


U. S. Farms Total 6,096,789, 
3 Percent Drop from 1931 


WASHINGTON.—The number of 


farms, or ranches, recorded by thi 
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Earnings— Don O. Wilson, general service agg Ae the United States on Apr.|census has declined. Even ~~ i, vetera 
a manager, Studebaker; M. 8S.|2 was 6,096,789, land in farms/the farm acreage increased, tl} 99°, 
Waukesha Motor Co. Brooks, sales department Stude- | totaled 1,060,507,355 acres, and the! portion used for crop productie! ‘arted i 
WAUKESHA, Wis.—At a meeting of |}, er; Ed. Hedner, national direc- value of farms was $33,644,263,247,| decreased. The 1940 total for far tector 
oe See < Seeners < ano ; , according to a summary report,|land value, although lower - ‘ Dositio 
the first half of the company’s fiscal oo 2 the bi ppc of the six-|that for 1930, is above that for 3 ; 
year revealed, after reserve for nor- R k Savs FTC Order en ecennial census, released| Extreme declines in land value y 
aaa a hs T941,. aie ae — last week by Director William|and in the number of farms, wit * of- 
a 3 as O - 31, 1941, ¢ > . : ; rad 3 
close of the first half, are $373,423— Will Not Affect MEWA || Lane _ of the bureau of the/the acreage used for agricultU®) ring ° 
equivalent to $0.933 per share on the CHICAGO.—The recent cease census, U. S. department of com- purposes being maintained, are "}) at his 
e : J ) p , £ . * hess 
ee aes and desist order of the Federal aes dicated for the Great Plains ar 
C ‘Ce one dl In 1939, crops were harvested|in the so-called “Dust Bowl. A 
tommercial Solvents Trade Commission “will not in- || ¢ 391 757.9 : E vq the 
PHILADELPHIA.—For year_ending rom ,757,900 acres, while on an| The following table shows ™} East | 
~ 2 . Ri terfere with any of the present dditi 1 205 gall ames 
Dec. 31, 1940, Commercial Solvents ities” of || 2dditiona ,560,659 acres crops| number of farms, farm acreage 8) impbell 
Corp. reports total net sales of $15,-|| Of contemplated activities” o lanted but fail hic deft of 
844,030, an increase of 9.4 percent over || the Motor & Equipment Whole- || “CT Pianted Sut fal ed. farm value, by geographic re, wa 
1939. Net earnings of $2,387,321 ine di t a In the last decade the number of visions: 1940 and 1930: id died 
amounted to 90.5 cents per share, as —, — a ae a. be B Number of Farms Land In Farms Value of Land and Bulldl"FP io de J 
compared with $1,600,389 or 60.7 cents Ww. le - aad ae os : (aores) (dollars) a 
er share in e preceding year. e ua er- 1940 1930 Per- 1940 t z 
re MEWA. _ iii ‘a reap Sent, CADE. 1) (Apr. 1) gent (Apr. 1) cave) Set. LO 
: az_tiectric Storage Battery ai Ruark further stated that the Division (ean). Gen» Gem calien tee cen etek Olt mo, 
eS. Seer cons ae ee dan oomaneaaton tOwith order “disposes of a complaint United States .. 6,096,789 6,288,643 —3.1 1,060,507 986,771 7.5 33,644,263 47,879,888 —* pkey w 
en ween  eaen te hie general offices here, report for 1940 || issued in 1936 against the asso- — a a. 135,19 ‘es on 0.13 2 ieee 
: ; 9 127 £OS zs aie alll da 740 & 13 ee Ferme 
San Francisco office following a five|@ consolidated net income of arp ny ciation and three local associa- Mid. aaieaaia . aan tae —— 7 s a3 sone —a6 oiue enn tt 4 
months’ illness and was greeted with | after provision for contingemes come || tions” and that MEWA “felt || x. N. Central °: 1,006,095 966,502 4.1 113,655 110.891 2.5. 7.333,630 9,896.190 —2 
mesenges Of congvetebiess ne seen ta: ep ad state and federal income|| the issue between the govern- W.N. Central .. 1,090,509 1,112,755 —2.0 274,396 265,487 3.4 8,795,689 15,158,529 |) STaTE 
wishes from all parts of the country, | taxes anc jing the second Revenue d th ssociation was So, Atlantic ... 1,019,450 1,058,468 —3.7 92,135 86,862 6.7 3,158,427 3,852,078 “1 ))‘shley F 
He fe shown bere with & parchment | axes es .t income is equal to ment an . oa ; E.8. Central .. 1,023,404 1,062,214 —3.7 77,090 72,817 5.9 2,324,962 2,685,363 >) Wenteg 
scroll, signed ae “ a. — see ie. an the total of 907,810 || Mot such as to justify the ex- | WS Central .. 964,370 1,108,184 —12.6 200,601 183,006 9.1 4,233,767 5,806,189 “y)) “Man any 
» anization of | P -| 92.05 @ Snare ¢ o é ee » iti ion. ~~ ’ 5 3 5 , : f "779,843 2,458,483 | vented 
oo Oc eadind best wishes for|shares_ of capital stock outstanding pense of prolonged litigation | ge 39 ee Sei aoe ee a “sa yee oo = se aes ‘593,061 a ttlomebs 


speedy, full recovery. 


in the hands of the public. 
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Demand in 


ear WASHINGTON. — No priority is 
Sales j,|eeded on steel products, President 
$3,474. apsevelt declared last week, be- 
ar y "Iause the industry’s capacity is 
1,000.0 fumple to meet both civilian and 
Ment of jailitary needs. . 
sume Roosevelt’s conclusion was based 
rchant, fit 8 report prepared at his request 
er tha jiy Gano Dunn, senior production 
,000 pp onsultant of the Office of Produc- 
of retai |tion Management. 
ed onh| The report estimated that steel 
in 19% | reduction would exceed demands 
he qoj.fa both 1941 and 1942 if “certain 
lest. seasures’’ were undertaken. 
in thjamong these measures was Con- 
tail Jay |truction of approximately $90,000,- 


») of additional facilities to meet | 4 


wtential shortages in capacity to 
sroduce pig iron and coke, which 
ater into steel making. 

Questioned at a press conference 
out the report’s import, Roosevelt 
hang. |aid it would not be necessary to 
> ee wt steel on a priority basis as 
es sel as been done with respect to 
le m ‘Ijuminum and machine tools. Un- 
aie zr the priority system, defense 

“leds get first call on an industry's 

ytput with only surplus produc- 
‘.- ion going to meet civilian require- 
| ments. 

bout «| The Dunn report estimated that 
his fig}. steel industry’s producing ca- 
Cent o!| sity would exceed 1941 require- 
. Witt}oents by 10,100,000 tons, and 1942 
8, the} »quirements by 2,100,000 tons. The 
dle de} timates were based on assump- 
> 1% jons that national income would 
32 ani}, $80,000,000,000 this year and 
f Sale' | 4 .900,000,000 next year. The report 
Overei}sid steel demand increased as 
other} tional income went up. 

"I In addition to increased facilities 
or producing pig iron and coke, 
the “certain measures” it listed in 

PS Inder to attain this capacity pro- 
mon | ction included “an even distribu- 
ion of orders throughout the in- 
justry, and a shortening of the 
xriod of time during which steel- 
making facilities are normally 
sed down for repair work.” 

Dunn used a new measure of 
steel capacity which he called “re- 
iable capacity.” This differentiated 


ly. The 
tablish. 
are anj 


pse of 
er Co 
nption 
stock 
ent of 
ri] 2 


initial 


> pa} om “reported capacity” in that 
and ttakes into account certain ex- 


_|sting facilities for producing steel 
astings which are not included 
reported statistics of the indus- 
try. 

| On this basis, he estimated the 

ears} ‘apacity for steel ingot production 

yr Cr this year at 87,576,099 tons, or 

1,952} 900,000 tons higher than previ- 

. an | USly supposed. Completion of addi- 

950} 4onal facilities now under way 
joy |*0uld raise this to 91,124,718 tons 

al t|¥ the end of the year, he said. 


Actual requirements for 1941 
said} "ere estimated at 77,500,000 tons, 
s for} {cluding 3,100,000 tons for direct 
aling}fense needs, 13,400,000 tons for 
carport, mostly to England and 
ched-}\4nada, and 61,000,000 tons for civ- 
1942} “an uses based on a $80,000,000,000 
—— }iational income. 

If the national income was only 

7,000,000,000, surplus capacity 
) ‘ould be 14,100,000 tons, he said, 

eee 


30 \0bituarice— 





y the : R. A. Herring 
ougl .MONTREAL.—Robert Allan Herring. 
the Reb aeran automobile executive, died 
tion | . 28 at his home here. Mr. Herring 
c varted in the automobile trade in 
fart} *Ntreal in 1907. Later he became 
thar Fector of Legare Automobile, Ltd., 
1935 * Position he held for many years. 
lus} SC dohn J. O’Brien 
with} MILWAUKEE.—John J. O'Brien, 61, 
turd) Meri years sales manager for the 
> ind) g ing Motor Truck Co., died March 
eT) at his home here after a year's 
areéy “ess, 
the! >,...4lphonso S. Campbell 
ani} ST, BOSTON, Mass.—Alphonso S. 
0 ‘mpbell founder and former presi- 
di — Of A. §. Campbell Co Inc. 
;' Was stricken with heart attack 
siding on Feb. 19 while enroute to 
ae Janeiro. | 
Per: ‘ 
atl on Charles J. Dickey 
of WB LOUIS.—Charles J. Dickey, 44 
eat, 2ry of Herman Body Co., died |} 
¢ vleumonia at Jewish Hospital. Mr. | 
7 mie Was employed by White Truck | 
] . elore becoming associated with | 
v in Body 16 years ago. 
4B gam ‘Howard A. Pedrick 
Wil ATE COLLEGE, Pa Howard | 
ty Pedrick, 78, ‘believed to have 
vi ee more portable machine tools | 
us 4ny other man, died Mar. 5. He 


’edrick piston ring for'! 





Both 194]-42 


because civilian requirements 
would be less. The estimate of a 
2,100,000-ton surplus for 1942 hav- 
ing been based on an expected 
$90,000,000,000 income, he said the 
surplus would be 6,100,000 tons if 
the income reached only $87,000,- 
000,000. 

Epitor’s Note: The above report 
bears out previous stories in Au- 
TOMOTIVE News, that the industry 
feared no pinch in ordinary steel 
supplies for making of cars and 
trucks. 


New Board Members 


AKRON.—At a recent meeting of the 
Akron District Automobile SS elers 
ssn., Tom Tarbaugh, Chrysler-Plym- 
outh dealer, and August Montz, Bar- 
berton Chevrolet dealer, were elected 
to vacancies on the board caused by 
the resignation of William Rentschler 
and G. H. Bertsch, both of whom are 
retiring from_ active participation in 
the automobile business as dealers. 
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Wis. Car Dealer Starts 
Selling of Airplanes 


LACROSSE, Wis. — Roy L. 
Eichstaedt, for many years an 
automobile dealer here, is at- 
tempting to see how the work 
of an automobile dealership can 
be combined with the new busi- 
ness of selling airplanes. 

Eichstaedt became a full- 
fledged airplane dealer last week 
when he surprised his neighbors 
by dropping onto a vacant field 
across the street from his place 
of business in his own plane, 
which he had just purchased at 
the Aeronca Aircraft factory, 
Middletown, O. 

“There is no reason why air- 
plane and automobile sales 
should not be conducted from 
the same place of business,” 
Eichstaedt asserts. 

Several instances of airplane- 
automobile dealerships being 
established have been reported 
throughout the country. 
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equipment tire in the industry. The whole 
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the-Safety Bonded cords, the balanced con- 
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New Orleans Registrations 
Show Large Gains in Nov. 


NEW ORLEANS.—Passenger car 
registration here in Januarv 
reached a record for post-depres- 
sion years, according to figures 
just compiled. 

Total cars sold by local dealers 
reached 1,004, compared with 872 
in January last year and 806 in 
December, 1940. 

The sales gain was not in the 
lowest price range, the two top 
sellers being actually below Jan- 
uary of last year. The increase was 
attributed to general business im- 
provement. 

Ford sales of 238 topped the list 
with Chevrolet recording 196 de- 
liveries. Both these were a few 
cars below last year. Plymouth 
gained with 113 deliveries com- 
pared with 90 for last January. 

Greatest gains were shown by 


and last; Pontiac, 61 and 30; Dodge, 
55 and 36; Nash, 29 and 14; Stude- 
baker, 75 and 37; Cadillac, 22 and 4. 


Studebaker was fourth in de- 
liveries, Olds fifth, Pontiac sixth, 
Dodge and Buick tied for seventh 
place, Nash eighth, Chrysler ninth, 
and Packard and Cadillac tied for 
tenth place. 


ATA to Move 


WASHINGTON.—American Trucking 
Assns. soon will move to new quarters, 
four blocks north of its present of- 
fices on Sixteenth St. here. The ATA 
has purchased a seven-story building 
and will occupy the first four floors, 
giving more room for its expanding 
staff. The building now occupied by 
the ATA, once the residence of former 
Senator James Couzens, of Michigan, 
will be torn down, with other build- 
ings in the same block, to make wa 
for a new Statler hotel. ATA will 


Olds, with 73 deliveries this year! move Apr. 1 
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All Regions Show Sizable Gains in ’40 New Car Sale 


U. Bs Maps Program to End of the hearing is expected shortly E, North Central, Pacific cl 
Meanwhile the AFL has an- 


Stoppages in Defense Plants nounced it is ready for an election Reveal La rgest Increase, 








= a Lincoln plant here. Another 
Conti evelopment was the appearance (Continued from Page 1) , 

( inued from Page 1) Friday of a four-page newspaper ; ‘ amp 
last Thursday for Washington and | Milwaukee, and International Har-|®t Ford plants here, called “Inde-| Idaho, Wyoming, Colorado, New) ington (46,497 against 33,316), », (ons' 
was expected back in the near fu-|vester Co., which has halted pro- | Pendent Ford Worker.” Mexico, Arizona, Utah and Nevada) | percent; Ohio (233,439 against tg pat 
ture with a plan to bring about a/ duction in four plants in Indi The labor dispute of the Consum-| 21-1 percent; West North Central | 526), 39.3 percent; Michigan (2yqf™ ! 
settlement of the controversy. ‘4N@ | ers Power Co., which threatened to | region (Minnesota, Iowa, Missouri, | against 163,017), 39 percent: ve ee 








Bj Plans to seek elections in s affect various industrial users in| North Dakota, South Dakota, Ne-| ginia (57,840 against 42,179) pith 

additional General Motors plants; , Meanwhile, the CIO waxed dram- | Michigan, was settled last Friday,|>raska_and Kansas) 21 percent; percent; Maine (19,316 against y purve 
were announced by the CIO. In-| tic in a motor car parade Friday| averting a strike. Meanwhile a] West South Central region (Ar-| 204), 36 percent; West Virginia (x, | 2°84 
cluded among the 13 were five|to the Woodmere Cemetery here | strike threatened at the Edgewater | kansas, Louisiana, Oklahoma and/102 against 22,955), 35.5” perceyp* MY 
carried by the UAW-AFL in last | for ceremonies honoring the men| ‘N. J.) plant of the Aluminum Co. Texas) 18.4 percent gain. Wisconsin (83,340 against 61g)", | 


jdition 


year’s elections. killed in the 1932 “Battle of the | °f America. a ee ee ee ee ee Me 


favorable gains in new car regis-| against 84,494), 34.4 percent. 














A strike is pendin id- ” 
6 land Steel ieiame = "Sinan — N Li ° trations during 1940, although, as Ranking of the top 10 State, 
which would tie up oedaction - The NLRB has suggested that|‘Yew Line of Plastics it was in the regional gains, all/as regards total new car regist, 
several automobile plants and the three Ford-plant election peti- Announced by Werner | were closely bunched. The first 10/ tions, remained about the san" 
would affect manufacture of Army | tions of the UAW-CIO be consoli- NEW YORK_R. D. w Cc among the states was led by|California moved up into thing 
trucks by General Motors Corp. | dated to speed up arrangements at| Inc. has announced a i a a Connecticut, which posted a 46.2| place dropping Illinois one nota 
Chief issue is wage increases. This|the polls. Under the Wagner act, | plastic sete, we a ee ee ee en ee See sel 
plant was the scene of Detroit’s formal hearings must be held by Th . sold in 1940 as against 38,859 in | dropping Massachusetts into the! 
first sitdown strike late in 1936.|the NLRB to determine whether an|; ese products are manufactured the previous year. Others in the|}10th spot. Following are the } 

Still continuing were the length | el ti hall b in a wide range of colors in similar | first 10 include: volume leaders with their res 
7 dsies tt the hie ts gthy election sha e held, unless all} shapes and sizes as now supplied| Pennsylvania (274,035 against] tive percentage gains: Pe 

e Allis- halmers, in’ parties agree to an election. Notice! in aluminum. 196,201), 39.7 percent gain; Wash-| New York (320,806 against »%,| Vedne 


nr —_— | ae), en@ percent; Pennsylvay); urday. 
(274,035 against 196,201), 39.7 pj Ace 
cent; California (250,894 again:| Anders 
187,720), 33.6 percent; Illinois (1%. 
552 against 193,235), 27 percey|Devel 
Ohio (233,439 against 167,526), 3:1 Its la 
percent; Michigan (226,696 againgJntribu 
163,017), 39 percent; Texas (160,%]rill be « 
against 132,313), 21 percent: Nor|in advel 
Jersey (127,338 against 96,049), 2:Jir gas 
percent; Indiana (113,479 againg|iustrial 
84,494), 34.4 percent, and Masy.jun Co. 
chusetts (110,599 against 9249 | It ha: 
19.6 percent. msoline 
New York again led this grow} mor 
of 10 states in percentage of thckies 
industry’s total registrations, yjad Li 
though dropping .2 percent fron }muncer 
its 1939 share. Pennsylvania haf” static 
the largest increase with .6 percent} It v 
Following are the first 10 statapers | 
and their share of the 1940 apiplast ¢ 
































1939 total volumes: wparate 
1940 1939 posters 
Share — S home | 
° ° 
New York ......94 99 —3 rx 
Pennsylvania ... 8.0 1a +i S ~ 
California ...... tes 7.3 - . 
Miiacie ......... “a 2 
a 68 63 +s)emune 
PAICHIGAN .... 24. 6.6 61 +5 ies 
Texas pa e eae ae 4.7 5.0 —3 in Busia 
New Jersey ..... 3.7 3.6 = +1 Iavsines 
TMOIOMR occcoss BO I 


One phi 
Massachusetts .. 3.2 35 —I], mov 


. § . | amp,” 
Pontiae Dealers Attend — |%ell D 


Merchandise Conference Speak 

PONTIAC.—Representative dei|°PC@ 
ers from Pontiac’s 24 zones me 
at the company’s central offics}Andersc 
Thursday for the first merchand}Pete 1 
ing and advertising conference 0} *ency, 
the new year. neeting 

The dealer meeting conclud}ciety 
with a dinner at the Bloomfiei}subject 
Hills Country Club. Friday Pontis| Engine 
played host to its four region Buying 


managers and a group of zl 
managers. Zone managers herjlxten 








: ; were L. W. Ward, St. Louis; ) Ame 
USINESS HAS certainly been on the upgrade for Pontiac ture? Maybe there’s a place in it for you —if you M. House, Atlanta; Dan O'Mai'} closing 
: ‘ : ¢ gan, Omaha; A. A. Martin, Ne} with it 

dealers during the past few years. 1940 was the greatest act at once. For, right now, Pontiac has a few York. 
year in their history—from every standpoint. New car sales openings of various sizes, available in scattered Ala. Dealers to Hold a 
, ; ; ; ; : : 3 . re 
climbed to an all-time high placing Pontiac among the FIRST __ sections of the country. Further information about Conclave March 282!| manag 
FIVE producers in the industry. Used car sales broke all records, _ these openings is given in the panel below. BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — Ave floes 
Re a ; ‘ , ali ‘ 
too, giving Pontiac dealers an increased turnover commen- = Ra gong aa St — 


Fram 
Viee . 
EAST 


Mobile on Mar. 28-29 at the Batth 
House. J 

Plans are being laid by Mob! 
members of the association to & 


surate with the gain in new car volume. And, most important 
of all, Pontiac dealers made more money than ever before with 
a considerable increase in net profits over 1939! And all avail- 


ae tertain approximately 300 delegat'| board 
able figures point to an even greater year in 1941! CRN 4. hx The association is headed by H.‘}recent}; 
; ee , ae ' hat 
Yes, Pontiac keeps climbing up... up... «p—and here’s KING FOR Kittrell, of Mobile; H. B. Vaus 


why. Our dealers have the greatest line of cars to sell Pontiac Gough jr., of Montgomery. 


ever built. They operate under one of the fairest, most liberal 
franchises in the industry. They enjoy complete coverage of 
every market—save the very highest-priced. They are the only 
dealers offering every model as an eight for only $25 more than a 


YES, . Ee M % . 
Lee alls Lae 4 of Birmingham and T. D. Mc 
y a Se eee 
8 Over 100,000 Chryslers 
Equipped with Fluid Drit 
DETROIT. — More than 100! 
Chrysler cars equipped with Flu 
Drive have been built since 









: : king for RY an : . 
six. And they are making greater Are you lOOkT ne you are Mori : development became available 
y ved with the chang a : Custot 
i i > bi ke ro consider & oor both. m ; all of standard equipment on the 
and greater inroads into the big- ike Sur present li few franchises manor | 
: She set-up YOU F as, 4 of $0 cars ane. The popularity of this Chrys} TH, 
volume, lowest-price market. Eight 10 potentials Of Ay sections of fe pop y Se 
’ ’ . ——_— cawere > less-than-50 <casonable feature has grown W it ive h&im 
Isn’t that a perfect profit pic- available 10: also nas @ reeeires only a rea models because Fluid Drive ty tembe 
J. >. ch © ; ress your been made available on al! ™)4recto, 


: details, Add Bathrick, 
£ yr Division, 
sona lly. 


cars in the line. 


Projectile Painting DETR 
NEWARK, N. J.—The_ paintiné -| ington, 
projectiles from 37 mm. up to * .) Ment of 
is handled automatically with 8 SP°).)& W 
machine developed by the Eclips¢ | Hanna, 
Brush Co., Inc. 





a N 
ay 4 , -plogea W 
‘ nal att s iac Moto 
he perso a ontt a er 
°S ales Manage he will answet ae 
Sa nigan. 


IT’S ANOTHER PROFITABLE 
YEAR for PONTIAC DEALERS 
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‘ampaign 
3 ae advertising on AC 
%.316), wl Plug’s 1941 oil filter pro- 
sainst IP Jargest ever used on this 
an (226 ty ‘will commence first week in 
eens Viti, according to Wilson S. 
172), 3 wood, general sales manager. 
Sainst i.Foause of the success dealers 
rsinia (iif, having with oil test pads, AC 
> percens w is expanding this activity. In 
St 6181 Ption to the test pads, which 
a (113fme in a cardboard box, a 
ent. atherproof metal dispenser to 
| 


a Statabiuce the cardboard box, is being 
egistrs. : ‘ 

the sm ipplied dealers 

nto thin 

Ne notch 


Chrysler division is sponsoring 
into th§ Our of Elmer Davis’ nightly 
© the “liveeminute periods of news 
ir respe.f malysis on CBS each week, Us- 

Mtg 100 CBS stations Monday, 
rinst 2%. Wednesday, Thursday and Sat- 


1 Positig, 


- urday. 
ri Account is handled by Lee 
t pow Anderson Advertising Co. 


ois (245. 
percent Developments 
526), 30:1 Its laboratory developments and 
6 again:jontributions to various industries 
S (1600%}rill be emphasized by Shell Oil Co. 
ont: Nerja advertising campaigns this year 
049), 3¢/r gasoline, motor oil and_ in- 
) againe |iustrial products. J. Walter Thomp- 
1 Masg.fon Co. handles the account. 
, 9249 | It has been announced that the 
asline campaign will run in 300 
is gropfet more newspapers east of the 
e of thpuckies; Saturday Evening Post 
ions, g.gud Life magazines; spot an- 
nt frorfwuncements weekdays over about 
inia hyf! stations, and 3,500 outdoor post- 
; percent #3. It was expected that 150 news- 
10 statec$™pers will be used by the Pacific 
1940 aygloast division, which operates 
eparately. There will also be 
ysters on “service ahead” and 
re an ‘ome clean rest rooms.” 
Shell motor oil will be advertised | 
a Collier’s and the Saturday Eve- 
ting Post, in outdoor posters, spot 
,,fadio and “minute movies.” The 
, gasoline and oil consumer cam- 
.;|Migns will start about Apr. 1. 
Industrial advertising will appear 
1, | 2 Business Week, Fortune, Nation’s 
43 Business and about 50 trade papers. 
_,}one phase of this program will be 
“ft movie, “Oil From  Aladdin’s 
amp,” describing the work of 
nd  fihell Development Co. | 


“ 
me in 


b+ Bem Oe Ew bs 


rence § 
ye deal Speakers 


ies me} Lee Anderson, president, Lee 
offie|Anderson Advertising Agency, and 
handis Pete Revelt, account exec at 
ence «/gency, will address the Mar. 10 
pueting of the Detroit Section, 
ncludejciety of Automotive Engineers. | 
omfiel Subject will be “Advertising — | 
Pontix|"ngineering’s Interpreter to the | 
egiom!| uying Public.” 
yf 200 

s herfExtension 


uis: D} American Home will extend its 
‘<~ closing dates 10 days, effective 
1, AP with its July issue. 







| 
{dmanagers 

09.91 Three divisional advertising 

2§-2!| managers have been appointed 

utom-| *y Monsanto Chemical Co. as 

abami| follows: Joseph P. Quine, St. 

nua  ——_——— 


Bat!fram Names T. H. Belling 
woti|Yiee- President of Sales 


to &} EAST PROVIDENCE, R. I.—The | 

HL! ‘ard of directors of Fram Corp. 
char} utly elected T. H. Belling to fill| 
the newly-created 
office of vice- 
president in 
charge of sales of 
that company. 

Belling has been 

with Fram since 
1939 as sales man-| 
ager. He has| 
played an impor-| 
tant part in help-| 
ing Fram gain its 
present position 
in the filter field. 
He has been a/| 
_[ vember of the Fram board of | 
| Tectors since last summer. 


Opens Branch Of fice 
a pETROIT. -Jessop Steel Co., Wash- 
5 me ment Pa., announces the establish- 
speci at Ww. of a branch office and warehouse 
ye Ally. “Oodbridge and Walker Sts. David 
““0na, district manager, is in charge. 








T. H. Belling 






the 4th Dimension | 
AC’s Biggest Campaign; 


By Pete Wemhoff 


(245 )—17 


New Car Sales 
Hit Feb. Record 


In San Antonio 


SAN ANTONIO, Tex.—February 
new car sales here well exceeded 
anything reported during the past 
10 years, totaling 1,173 units, 
against 1,119 for January. Con- 
chemicals; Robert L. Taylor, St. tinued good business is anticipated 
Louis, for products of the organic ? 4 through March and April, and 
chemicals and Merrimac divi- A j probably May. Sales, according to 
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Louis, for phosphates and rubber 





sions; James R. Turnbull, Spring- 4 individual makes, were as follows: 
field, Mass., for plastics. Buick, 81; Cadillac, 20; Chevro- 

A NEW HUDSON owner publication, ‘‘Horizons,” with an initial circulation | jet, 191; Chrysler, 34; De Soto, 13; 
Office of over 100,000, came off the press last week. Shown above with a copy of | Dodge, 91; Ford, 208; Hudson, 20; 


the new Hudson owner magazine are, left to right, C. G. Beeching, Hudson | fs 

Belnap and Thompson, Inc., Chi- | midwest sales manager; N. K. VanDerzee, eastern sales manager; M. M. bom sety. 6; Mercury, 19; 

cago, sales promotion agency, an-| Roberts, merchandising manager, under whose direction the new magazine | ash, 1; Oldsmobile, 64; Packard, 

nounces opening of California of-| il! be published, and Howard P. Grove, Pacific coast sales manager. '20; Plymouth, 113; Pontiac, 78; 
fices in San Francisco. Reps will | Studebaker, 37, and Willys, 13. 


i R i a 
be C. H. Wilson and Josh Hogue.|in the U. S. Army. Kenyon Steven- Cincinnati, in creative sales and janes dae ee Gace 


ai son, formerly with G. M. Basford | advertising. 2; Oldsmobile, 1, and Pontiac, 1. 
Additions Co., has been added to the staff; Beckman, the last secretary of} Sales during preceding years 

Griswold-Eshleman Co., Cleve-| 28 2ccount executive. C. F - Hen-/the late Elbert Hubbard, was con-| were as follows: 1936—915: 1937— 
land, announces addition of four | ‘ore and Lee Merkel have joined| nected with the Roycroft Shops, | 709; 1938—509; 1939—588; 1940—815. 





new members to agency’s staff. ae — = assistant account| Kast Aurora, N. Y., and the Speak- —__—__—__—_—__— 

Straud Galey, formerly with , cana acme Co., <i sang Machine Tool Forum 
Time, Inc., has been made man- . printed advertising Campaigns have; » PITTSBURGH, Pa. — Th 
ager of the media department, as- Joins been featured in national exhibits| Machine Tool Electrification See 


suming the duties of Maj. W. A.| James W. Beckman has joined|by the Direct Mail Advertising| Will be held here April 14-16, accord- 
Weaver, called for active service!the staff of Wiesen-Hart Press, Assn. lee. ‘Daas aoe qual era. - 


The Crystal-Clear Plastic for Horn Buttons” 


RYSTALITE’S clarity gives rich depth to the 
C Buick, Cadillac and Packard emblems 
molded into 1941 steering wheel ornaments. 
Filled with pigment, the design stands out in 
vivid relief against a painted or metal background. 

On the new Nash, a sturdy CrysTALITE horn 
ring is used to sound the horn as well as to add 
distinction to the whole assembly ; and on the 
Dodge, a CrYSTALITE steering wheel name plate 
illustrates another ingenious gem-like handling 
of acrylic moldings. 

To see and to learn more about other possible 
uses of these crystal-clear moldings, phone our 
Detroit representative, W. E. Biggers, 619 Fisher 
Building, Madison 1500. 
















CRYSTALITE AUTO CHART 


| __ fee 
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Molders: Bay Manufacturing Divisior Electric Auto-Lite; Cardinal Case 
rat ; . , ts, Con 

ration; Chicago Die Mold Manufacturing, Chicago Molded Produc . n 

solidated Molded Products, E stor, Firestone Rubber and Latex ‘ rod 
ucts; Gits Molding, Inland M turing; Mack Molding; Michigan Molded 
Plastics; Norton Laboratories, Reynolds Spring, Sinko Toul and Mas ufactur 
ing; Thermo-Plastics Division Standard Products, Watertown Manufacturing 
































































THE CRYSTAL-CLEAR ACRYLICS 
CRYSTALITE 


MOLDING POWDERS 
PLEXIGLAS SHEETS AND RODS 
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WASHINGTON SQUARE, PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
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EERING - PRODUC 


By A. H. Allen 

WHEN the current’ defense 
emergency subsides, from two to 
five years hence, many repercus- 
sions are bound to be felt through- 
out consumer goods industries. The 
automotive industry will be no ex- 
ception. These reactions will be 
directed along three channels — 
men, materials and machines. 

* * * 

Obviously a vast surplus of men 
will become available, a good 
share of them by that time fairly 
well skilled in various phases of 
manufacturing. The problem of 
absorbing this reservoir of skill, 
to prevent recurrence of whole- 
sale unemployment such as ex- 
isted in 1932, is one which will 
tax industry’s ingenuity. Natur- 
ally there will still be demand 
for automobiles and many of 
these men can be rehired into 
automobile manufacturing with- 
out necessarily displacing men 
with jobs in this field. But such 
an absorption presupposes ex- 
panded markets for motor ve- 
hicles, lower prices and better 
merchandise. Central and South 
American markets offer one al- 
luring possibility. Motorization of 
these countries still is in its in- 
fant stages. 

* - * 

A similar problem will arise in 
connection with machines, although 
the unemployment of machines is 
not so serious a social problem as 
the idleness of men. But machines 
can eat their heads off when not 
running, as many managements 
can attest. The tremendous expan- 
sion of manufacturing facilities in 
connection with the defense pro- 
gram has been underwritten to a 
large extent by the government, 
or in other words by the taxpay- 
ers, and while government studies 
now are being pursued with a view 
to determining some way to dis- 
pose of these idle machines or to 
put them to useful work, the bulk 
of them probably will have to be 
written off out of the pockets of 


the people. 
* * 


At the Expense 
Of Public 

MACHINE TOOL builders are 
giving this matter some serious 
attention, even now. They realize 
that, perhaps five years in the 
future, there will be thousands of 
milling machines, grinders, mul- 
tiple drilling machines, lathes and 
other tools in good condition but 
with no work to do. In such a 


New Use for Koroseal 


Announced by Goodrich 

AKRON. — Development of a 
method of processing Koroseal — 
a synthetic thermoplastic material 
— into a transparent and highly 
durable film with wide industrial 
application, was announced last 
week by the B. F. Goodrich Co. 

The film development is the sev- 
enth major product field invaded 
by Koroseal, the synthetic created 
from limestone, coke and salt, and 
climaxes five years of intensive 
experimentation, according to Dr. 
H. E. Fritz, sales manager of the 
synthetics division. 





arerer= 


Fe Sat ge 


TION - PURCHASING 
case, the market for new tools will 
just disappear and the machine 
tool companies, themselves ex- 
panded beyond all dreams, will 
face the prospect of folding up 
or of taking over large numbers 
of idle and used machines in ex- 
change for new tools. One sug- 
gestion is for the government to 
offer good prices for used tools if 
companies owning them would 
guarantee to replace them with 
new equipment. The government 
then would proceed to scrap the 
old machines. While this might 
relieve a desperate situation, again 
it would be at the expense of 
John Q. Public. 


* * * 


The expression “ghost town” is 
heard repeatedly these days, with 
reference to communities which 
once were bustling manufactur- 
ing centers, but which in recent 
years have literally dried up. 
Well, the ghost towns of 1940 
and 1941 will just be wide spots 
in the road compared to the 
ghost towns of 1946 and 1947. 
As proof, all you need to do is 
drive by some of the new gov- 
ernment shell loading plants in 
Illinois or Ohio or West Vir- 
ginia, watch the tens and tens 
of thousands of men virtually liv- 
ing in these plants today — then 
picture what is going to happen 
when there is no need to load 
any more shells! 

cod * * 


As far as materials are con- 
cerned, more problems and changes 
are in the offing. Industry of neces- 
sity is becoming air-minded, and 
is helping to gear the nation to an 
output of 15,000 planes a year. 
New concepts of weight-to-power 
ratios, engine designs and ma- 
terials specifications are permeat- 
ing even hard-bitten automotive 
engineers, hundreds of whom are 
in process of being transferred to 
aircraft or aircraft engine activity. 

* x * 


Vasily Different 


In Future 


WHEN AIR consciousness 
filtrates the automotive industry 
more fully, things are bound to 
happen to motor car design and 
manufacture. New light alloys will 
find acceptance, precision manu- 
facturing will take on a new 


~ annie 


in- 


meaning. Automobiles will be 
vastly different in the future. 
* * * 
Conversely, these automotive 


engineers are bound to bring to 
the aircraft industry some new 
ideas regarding costs and speed 
of prodaction, which is bound to 
benefit production of airplanes. 
A writer in the March issue of 
“Fortune” declared facetiously 
that the automobile is designed 
by “engineers and publicity ex- 
perts” while the airplane is de- 
signed by the pilots who fly them 
in battle formations. This is in- 
teresting comment, no doubt, to 
the hardworking engineers who 
push new models around proving 
grounds in grueling runs day in 
and day out, but it is typical 
of loose thinking among those 
who are not too familiar with 
automobile manufacturing. 


——_—$_$ 


DO YOU MAKE THIS 


$396 MISTAKE 


IN SENDING 
TELEGRAMS? 


Up until last year, a certain firm (name on request) paid 

$396 too much for telegrams! Then Postal Telegraph 

surveyed telegraph costs and provided an easy-to-follow 

plan that saved this amount! Why not let this free cost 
analysis save money for you? 


For information about free telegraph cost analysis 
—wire collect: J. B. Pansera, Postal Telegraph, 





253 Broadway, N.Y. C. No obligation! 
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CHRYSLER EXPORT officials inspect trophy awarded by the Detroit In- 


dustrial Safet 


without a single serious accident. Left to right, are C. B. T 
Salley, secretary-treasurer; 


and general sales manager; 


Council in recognition of 782,401 man-hours of work in 1940 


homas, vice-president 
Ledyard 


Mitchell, vice-president of Chrysler Corp. in charge of international sales; L. 
H. Perry, plant manager, and E. C. Row, director of operations. 


Montreal Truck Stocks Good; 
Used Vehicle Scarcity is Seen 


Special to Automotive News 
MONTREAL.—Truck distributors 
here said that February business 
was very favorable with prospects 
for spring months’ exceedingly 
good. There is, however, a feeling 
of uncertainty in trade circles 
which is due, first, to war con- 
ditions in general and, secondly, to 
what, if any effect, government 


taxes and restrictions will be pro- 


New Style Trend 
Carries Fenders 


Deep into Body 


DETROIT. — Automobile fender 
design has completed its fifth stage 
of development and is now entering 
a new period which will see lines 
carried deep into the bodies, pre- 
dicts William J. Tell, chief body 
engineer of Cadillac. 

“In reviewing the progress of 
design,” said Tell, “overlaps in 
ideas are apparent. But in the 
main we can segregate five definite 
steps in fenders during the 50-year 
history of the automobile. 

“Inventors cared little for fend- 
ers of any kind in the embryonic 
era of the automobile. They were 
too much concerned with making 
their machines work. Likewise, 
drivers expected few niceties. ‘Mud- 


guards,’ presumably were for 
sissies. 

“With pneumatic tires, greater 
reliability and higher’ speeds, 


manufacturers began to consider 
the protection of passengers from 
flying mud and gravel. The first 
offerings were crude appendages 
and listed as extra cost equipment. 

“In the third ‘era,’ the curved 
fender made its debut, perhaps the 
designer’s first attempt at styling. 
The fender, however, still held no 
important place in the designer’s 
mind. The same shapes would be 
used for years, regardless of the 
change in body contours. 


“A gradual extension of the front | 


fender marked the fourth step. 
The practice of hugging the wheel 
lost favor. Front fenders began 
sweeping back to the cowl line. 

“The fifth stage, roughly from 
1930 to 1940, was featured by the 
appearance of the ‘skirt’ and built- 
in headlamp. Developments in 
sheet metal stamping enabled the 
designer to cover the ever un- 
sightly underneath portion of the 
fender and to find a permanent 
place for the headlamp. A_ re- 
markable transition was effected 
through blending the fender into 
overall lines. Seemingly unrelated, 
but an important factor, tires be- 
came more rugged. With better 
tires, the demand for six wheels 
diminished, providing elimination 
of fender-wells. 

“Thus we have completed an- 
other era in front fender progress 
and are entering a new phase, in 
which the universal abolition of 
outside running boards has a part. 
At Cadillac we believe we have 


signaled the next step with a 
unique front fender design on the 
Cadillac Sixty Special. Here a 


7% foot-long fender is carried from 
the bumper onto the front door. 
This design is made possible only 


by building the fender in two seg- | 


ments, so that the rear element 


can swing inside the forward shell | 
when the door is opened. The result | 


is a practical solution to a styling 
demand for lower, fleeter appear- 
ances. We can anticipate a further- 
ance of the trend in the future.” 







duced in the next month or six 
weeks. 

Then, back of it all looms the 
decision of Adolph Hitler as to a 
spring offensive against Britain, 
which, it is pretty well agreed 
among local motor truck dealers, 
would very much affect present 
plans in a commercial way. 

From talks with the trade there 
would appear at the present time 
no shortage of new stock on hand, 
certainly when it is considered that 
commercial vehicles have been 
well cared for in the past year, and 
there is the further tendency 
among commercial users to repair 
their existing transportation units 
for extended use this spring and 
summer. 

Speaking of the new budget, 
which is expected shortly, truck 
distributors do not look for any 
additional burdens on commercial 
vehicles. As was expressed by a 
well-known distributor, there is 
not very much sense in taxing or 
hampering, any more than is 
necessary, the country’s transpor- 
tation facilities of which trucks 
are an integral part. The same 
authority added that in case of the 
war taking a more serious turn in 
the next few months, government 
priorities on all motor plants may 
be expected which would mean 
drastic curtailments in the way of 
all commercial vehicles. 

One of the outstanding points in 
the truck trade at present writing 
is the scarcity of used trucks. 
Good used trucks appear to be at 
a premium. There is undoubtedly a 
lot of junk around, but the second- 
hand usable vehicles are scarce. 
Nor would it seem that the sister 
province of Ontario is very much 
better off in this regard, since 
February buying on the part of 
Ontario dealers has been especial- 
ly heavy wherever suitable used 
trucks could be found. Aside from 
this, however, there would seem 
sufficient stocks of new models on 
—— to outfit the commercial mar- 

et. 


Crosley Appoints Rutlidge 
To South American Post 


CINCINNATI. 
handling of the rapidly expanding 
| business of the Crosley Corp. in 
| South America, 
Maurice L. C. 
Rutlidge is sail- 
ing for Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil, 
this week to es- 
tablish regional 
headquarters’ in 
the southern con- 
tinent. 

Appointment of 
Rutlidge was an- 
nounced by Ros- 
coe L. Hamble- 
ton, manager of 
the export division. He will direct 
and enlarge the sales distribution 
of Crosley radios, _ refrigerators, 
ranges and washers through Cros- 
ley distributors in all South Amer- 
ican countries, and also appoint 
qualified firms to handle the Cros- 
ley line of small automobiles in all 
the key cities. 


| z 
| i 


| 





M. L. Rutlidge 


Dr. Horger to Speak 


| DETROIT.—Detroit chapter, Amer- 
|} ican Society for Metals, at its meeting 








| March 10, will hear a talk by Dr. 
|}O. J. Horger, in charge of railway 
engineering and research, Timken Rol- 
| ler Bearing Co. 

Chris Sinsabaugh’'s sparkling 
“Sparks’’ column is read by the 
‘‘wide-awake” in industry. S 





Texas Decision 
Of Labor Board 
Ruled Too Broa 


WASHINGTON. 
court has ruled that the lab, 
board does not have power 7 
enjoin violations of all provisis, 
of the statute “merely because th 
violation of one has been foyng: 
vee Po delivered the 9 in 
ion, which ruled that the I, | 
Publishing Co. of San ante a 
Tex. should be restrained fros| guick - 
refusing to bargain “and from gp, pontiac 
other acts in any manner inte.| ojdsmol 
fering with” efforts by the gu1 cadillac 
Antonio Newspaper Guild to RYSLI 
gotiate with the company. T plymout 
Justices Douglas, Black and Reel Dodget 
said in a separate opinion th, chryslet 
they thought a cease and desis} De Soto 
order issued by the board shoujoRD .. 
have been enforced in full. ford? . 
Justice Stone said that eye} yercury 
though a company had been foun} Lincoln 
guilty by the board of committiny DEB: 
an unfair labor practice the boarif SH .. 
would not necessarily be “justifalapsON 
in making a blanket order restrajp. q 1 
ing the employer from committin} q@LLYS 
any act in violation of the statute’ \SCELL 
The court held, in effect, th} 
the board's order was too broil ,OTAL 
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Health Protection Conclav 


CHICAGO.—A ‘‘post-graduate’’ insti 
tute of industrial medicine and indw 
trial hygiene, attracting industri: 
health specialists from all parts ¢ 
North and South America, will & 
held in Pittsburgh May 5-9. Score 
of pertinent papers and _ discussion 
are scheduled on the medical a 
engineering phases of employe healt 
protection. 


You Ul LIKE 
OUR-LOCATION 





in that it was not confined to ty 
single point of negotiation py j 
spread out to include all activiti; maney, 
in the field of collective bargainin; internat 
A spokesman for the labor boar 
said that the court's finding in th 07 } 
Express Publishing Co. case woul a 
“not affect in the slightest degre 
the board’s order against the For S 
Motor Co. growing out of hearing | 
on unfair labor practice charges 
at Ford’s Dallas plant. NEW 1 
The order in the Ford case, th sents las 
board official said,  specificals], new 
spells out what the company mus}, capaci 
do and must not do to comphfinn & St 
with the board’s findings. ‘T this re 
. 2 points 
Welding Contest anak of 
_ BRIDGEPORT, Pa.—Summerill Tu} 4 mon 
ing Co. here, is establishing a serix 
of prizes to be awarded by the Ame*tcent a 
ican Welding Society at its ann] Resum] 
meeting during October, 1941, for pions by 
pers to advance the art of welding (}..+ gow 
aircraft steels, including tubing ai aut dow: 
other steel parts for tubular «|xavy ba 
semblies. ul facto 
Neel O 
Ingot 1 
YOUNC 
put in 
istrict 
evel of § 
week, bi 
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Ta Abington is convet: 
iently located (see may 
above ). Its attractive rooms 
and suites are Detroit’ 
greatest values. Complett) jiialss 
hotel service. Dining R00” littama 
Free parking. Near bus a” 
street car. Rooms with bath a 
from $3.00. Reasonable jiatwcy 
monthly rates. imac 
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__ | pRODUGTION—REGISTRATIONS ___AUTOMOTIVE NEWS, MARCH 10, 1941____—_—(@#)—1 
labor Calms, Boosts Week’s Output to 126,895 Units 


~~ “Packard Offsets {7 a 








a 
a AN’s Production Estimate Passenger Car Registrations 




































te (U. 8. and Canada) Lost Operations, 42 STATES FOR JANUARY 
Aber WEEKS ENDED MARCH 8, MARCH 1 . Jan.to Jan. Total 1941 Total 1940 Unit 
nil, Week Se Wek @ Jan.1 Jan.1 W orking 2 Days Date Pos. 1941 Pos. 1940 Pos. Gain 
: ee me ee eb. to 
> the Ended Week Ended Total Mar.9 Mar. DETROIT. — Production of new oo Sapeene saree aan eae : saat : as 
mye Mar.8 1940* Mar.1* Revised 1940* —1941* | cars and trucks made a slight rise| biymouth ............ 26,591 3 26591 3 23412 3 3,179 
Expres sNERAL MOTORS .. 54,675 44,498 53,348 211,551 401,127 489,483 last week, hitting 126,895 units aS| Buick ................ 19,387 4 19,387 4 15,898 4 3,489 
Antoni;| chevrolet .....------ 31,585 27,060 31,490 122,457 240,275 281,162 compared with|Ppontiac .............. 16,091 5 16091 5 11,292 6 4,799 
i fron] Bulok «---- +++ sees: Seen cam aan 34,459 64,583 79,396 | AUTOMOTIVE NEWS re a. to-| Oldsmobile ........... 14,001 6 14,001 6 10,032 7 3,969 
om BER e se Set eeeee , 27,049 45,725 62,213 al for the pre-|Dodge .............-. 12,258 7 412258 ##$7 «911,668 «5 595 
; ite, eet... ccc sees 5,950 4,843 4,763 21,409 43,018 53,085 | Production Estimate vious week of|Chrysler ............. 7561 8 7561 8 4988 9 2,73 
© Sul Cadillac ...--- +--+ +++ 1,590 838 1,595 6,177 7,526 18,627 124,258 vehicles.|Studebaker .......--. 5,950 9 5,950 9 5,251 8 699 
to njg@RYSLER .......---- 29,382 23,204 28,927 114,174 232,981 266,704 In the compar-|Mercury .........-.-- 5,291 10 5,291 10 4,972 10 319 
plymouth} ....-.-.--. mr a = 56,882 112,400 132,244 able 073 ane Mihevireecawsness 4,295 11 4,295 11 3,321 14 974 
ad Real pedget .----seceeeeee , ,775 $2,985 72, ’ year POTS ORD oocicccssccess 4190 12 4,190 12 3,561 12 629 
mn te oe seeeeeeeenees 3,550 2,775 8,545 14229 27.229 32.767 was units were a Redes ekcawens 4,047 13 4,047 18 4,379 11 332* 
DMM op accesssevens 2,530 1,977 2,532 10,078 20,470 23,404 126,895— —_ turned out. atc i ade 3,478 14 3,478 14 1,899 15 1,579 
seveeeeeeceeseees 26,898 20,380 26,745 106,593 216,463 247,799 | 194’9 <e- rhe rise was|Packard ............- 3,198 15 3,198 15 3,558 13 360* 
Te di ssusecadtaus 23,200 17,560 23,048 92,096 187,854 213,547 : tasr Attributed to/Lincoln ............-. 1,178 16 1,178 16 1,397 16 219* 
seeeeeeeeeees 3,133 2,210 = 3,100 12,100 22,700 = 28,523 weex the increased|willys ............... 1,076 17 1,076 17 1,163 17 87* 
a foun] Lincoln ......--+++--- 565 610 597 2,897 6,409 = 5,729 tempo at tw0| Miscellaneous ........ 284 284 150 134 
mit {UDEBAKER? eR 2,700 2,758 2,645 10,606 24,829 21,806 plants, Oldsmo- stmaiinae aed 
...... 2,000 1,541 2,069 = 7,936 12,480 16,754| 105,56 <e bile and Pack-| [OTAL............. 222,746 222,746 189,915 32,831 
it MDSON hae Gace ees ae sae “i oo 18,446 14,290 cant a a re *Loss. 
a eoeveseeeecs , F 4,1 14,809 10,321 curtailment in 
me 856 the previous 
TS NicoUSi |. 9005 9088 8010 seoIT oral? Sin trseke due te Ja.| AJIT N.H. Accidents Change Name 
tthe _ bor difficulties DE KALB, IIll.—Announcement has 
) br TOTAL... aes: = , — 124,258 495,858 987,073 1,146,913 ase pliers'| Will Be Covered Rail, Wason Co, "here of a oh ange ‘s 
4 ° 
Sl eve, YTncludes trucks, $Closed. Miscellaneous includes Crosley, = Q'S enerai Mo-|_ CONCORD, N. H—(OTPS)—A| editor We"inown asthe DeKalb 
tivities a Ne Mack, Reo, Sterling, White, ec. tors divisions] new plan under New Hampshire's Commercial Body Corp. 


raining Eee | ‘built 54,675 new cars and trucks| automobile financial responsibility 


r boar! J ° last week as compared with the aa which — ty Serena tn 

+ in th 07 5 C ae a B i ’ f 53,348| dollars annually for motoris as Tr 

a TY cut oosts Dnits and 44498 vehicles turned out | been announced by Arthur J. Roull- uck Top Ten 
degree E lard, state insurance commissioner. First Ten in Registrations as 


; in the same period last year. : 
etl Stee l Plants to 1941 Peak Output of Chrysler divisions last | ,, TB¢ change in regulation means || sported In AN Today 


earings ; ; that from now on insurance for 
harge: week was 29,382 vehicles, which| pogily injury and property damage, || Pos. Make 

NEW YORK.—The nation’s steel| blast furnace at Ohio works of|contrasts with 28,927 units turned| resulting from automobile acci-|| 1—12,019 Ford 

se, thlJants last week boosted production | the Carnegie - Illinois Steel Corp.,|out in the previous week and 23,-| dents, will be provided, whether 2—12,012 Chevrolet 11,321— 1 





ificall)}) a new 1941 peak at 97.5 percent | for relining. 204 new cars and trucks assembled|the person involved is operating|| 3— 5,568 Internat’l 
y mus} { capacity, according to American/ Reported to be as large as any|in the same week of 1940, his own machine or someone else’s.|| 4— 3,222 Dodge 
compl}}ion & Steel Institute. unit of its kind, the new $1,500,000| porg divisi mained osm This is providing, of course, that 5— 2,367 GMC 
This represents an increase of| blast furnace at the Lorain plant|. a0 pede ect ee permission has been given by the|}| 6— 620 Plymouth 
points over the previous week’s|of the National Tube Co. has paratively steady last week, turn-| owner to run the car. 7— 451 White 
utput of 96.3 percent. started production, more than two ing out 26,898 new cars and PRED Fetters neeetneeeeetene 8— 377 Mack 
ill Tu} A month ago the rate was 96.9 weeks ahead of schedule. as compared with the previous duction remained steady last week 9— 289 Diamond T 
: } ercent and a year ago 64.6 percent. week’s total of 26,745 vehicles and with the exception a Packard 10— 160 Studebaker 
anuj Resumption of full-time opera-| Automotive News’ Almanac, published | 20,380 units in the comparable pe-| which added one day’s operation to Total All Makes 
{ur x|ins by some mills which had] once @ year. is considered ‘HE refer-| riod last year. he ancuuiiy Man, givng & ful 87,626 31,902 
ng wiftut down for furnace repairs, plus | tition is desired. a In the independent group pro-' five days’ operation. 


lar w|vavy bookings, were the princi- 
al factors behind the fresh rise. 


carling! Output Steady;  |NeW Commercial Car Registrations, 41 States for Jan. 41-40 


) Pa Ingot Takes Sligh t Di Pp Figures supplied by R. L. Polk & Co., and for New York City area by Sherlock & Arnold 


















































































dust! YOUNGSTOWN, O.— ‘Steel out- S 
vill bint in the greater Youngstown gs “a b a 
a istrict continued at the record al 3 3 4 $ 
al w:{¢vel of 97 percent of capacity last 8 g i = = g | es - STATES 
heali/veek, but iron production was S12 % B 3 asia & $|«& 
ower due to suspension of No. 6 =| § 5 by 3 5 & . e 
Total $1 States °41| 54| 21) 6953) 194| 51| 1874)  55| 6541| 1303| 28| 3416) 255| $84, 36] 97| 235 , 
Plant Activity for January 40| 32) 7 e748 254] 41/1630) 52] +5590 un 33 2389| 190 351 ‘| 33 sl 4 sl ages 40 ae) b 
s Alabama *41| 435 7 63 471 197 6 9 3 “i  Aisbema 
(Week Ending Mar. 8-1) 40) | |: 317 3] $3 i| 3 335 zu  . $| 101 | | | a 1 la Alabama 
OUTPUT UNITS WORKING | Indiana "41| 6 543, «10 484 134 rag Se 40|.  #| 19) #22 ca 6 
dnade: Gh. ton done “a0. . 399| 14 = i S| 298 | 3 dor| al 18 | 3] a i |. a 2640 ee 
ie : a — —— ee ree eee —— 
(hevrolet . .s steady; 1,500, five days | BMS “40|__| | s2| 3 | so Be 6 1 "ol é| is | 7 Ff oy re petienianied 
a .Steady; 31,585, five days | Massachusetts a 20) 6| ar a 7 78 4 213) = 82 | 109 42 15 | 3| 32 | 4| 870/41 Massachusetts 
a: ..steady; 3,550, five days 40 it 12} 2] 5 126 4 256) 93 1 93 24 13 2 __ 45 1 1} 913|’40 
caves steady; 2,530, five days | Michigan "41 | 516) ia 14| 202 3| 483, 133| 1) 157 2, 25). 7 4 ee 
lab “steady; B30, Ave days | Michigan = vaol_si_—_|avv|_ 81 al 2a6|_—s_ Gaal tial] tial lal] al § . | ors Michigan 
..steady; 23,200, five days | Mississippi ae | = | | a6 | “i so, | 126) 7 | | 2 i = 4 erat - Mississippi 
tease steady; 1,642, five days een | zi —_——— — 591 Fae nanan sei date Be 
, Soe Ohio 41| 5] 1} 608| +27). ~=S«6 aa “8| 622) 127; 4! 309) 36 —- i 5| i 3 —— 
ee steady; * five days ge “| Stel is} S| Sa|_—os S68] a8] 4] to, SS] Hl] |S] sare Ohio 
ei . Steady; ve days | Oregon "41 193 2 1 44; 11) _—:180 67} 2) = 113) 7 @ 8 a a ae i ——___. 
| ae Vales rise; a - oo. zeanewsee st ay + | oO 1 3 io) : aL _ifl | _ / —— i a es a 3 3 . rk ai Oregon 
. hekard....... rise; ve ; ev } 11) 2 1| 1298 a ~ Tennessee 
pmouth «steady; 14,102, five days | —————___— “alt tae 4 als “26. i oas| ae = i 3 —h _| 8 10} ~—s4|_—«973/" wanes 
exas | | = ar 
Rear. stead 23 aa Ba ey ee ee Texas 
, Total 41 States °41| 85] 28) 12012) 289/86] 8222) 94) 12019) 2367) 42) 5568) 377 ~ 620)" 57/160) 451) S52) na tal 4 
losed "4 . 97 ($7626 | at Total 41 States 
close for January 0} 65 19| 11321 338 70| 2936 105. 9849' 1994) 46) 3777 aa) 503 286 111 129 "40 for Jenuary | 





a| New Passenger Car Registrations, 42 States for January, 1941-1940 


= Figures supplied by R. L. Polk & Co., and for New York City area by Sherlock & Arnold 
i CHBYSLER GENERAL MOTORS FOED NON-AFFILIATED 
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ms 2 2 he 
ven: he mia 2 2 On - s 
STATE = ° 4 
map . 3 ma e1¢|2] 82 £ 3 Be STATES 
n me . = = =e = a 
Ooms & mo zsi|2Z| 585 © E 3 a5 
it’s o Om o|o | & | oe he | < a om 
ylete | Total 33's vail 4918) 2702 7321| 16385] $1326] 11519| 2128) 31766] 8370] 9517| _6330| 22422| 776) 3223| 26421| 628] 24 ; 
| — a il mm 6859| 14158] 26352] 9836] 1203 se 6095 89071 581901 19430 $221 3049] aso1| 69s! 2664 276 | 3383 33961 108 116432/°40 oT 
isbama 41 a 169} 294) 565 208 7 WH “Ti 1336] 863; 13| 92) 968 56) 21| Si] 73] | soaapal ro 
an a "40 18 ae “Faas aa —, _~ | 5] 77|__—976|__ 455) 6 |___54|_—*519 _ 45|___ 29) 21|_—62|_—s3|_2110/"40 Alabama 
— all 328 a sis | 721| 820! _5087| 1501 181) 1705 — “ies ah 
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is Next Factor, 


Survey in Akron Reveals 


AKRON.—According to a survey 
made by Akron District Automo- 
bile Dealers Assn., dealer reputa- 
tion is by far the most important 
consideration in the buyer’s mind 
when he purchases a used car. 

A total of 613 first class mailings 
were sent to local used car buyers, 
asking them to return an enclosed 
postal card and check-mark the 





Pontiac Expands 


Service Dept. 


PONTIAC. — Appointments and 
promotions in the Pontiac Motor 
division central office service, parts 
and accessories departments have 
been announced by D. U. Bathrick, 
general sales manager, to take care 
of the increase in the volume of 
business. 

D. R. Lashmet, for 14 years con- 
nected with another division of 
GM, has been appointed parts sales 
manager, taking over part of the 
duties of J. H. Otis, formerly 
parts and accessories manager. 
Under the expanded organization 
Otis becomes accessories sales man- 
ager. 

Supervision of the service de- 
partment has been divided between 
two assistant service managers re- 
sponsible to L. K. Marshall, gen- 
eral service manager. Walter Mar- 
tin continues as assistant service 
manager in charge of the west, 
while E. M. Taber, formerly ser- 
vice manager of the St. Louis zone, 
has been promoted to assistant 
service manager in charge of the 
east. 


My First Sale 


“When I reflect back over the 
incidents that combined to make 
my first sale, there is some 
question as to 
whether I was 
the salesman 
or the buyer, 
for, while I 
sold a car, to 
do so I had to 
buy something 
in return from 
the prospect,” 
Frank M. Gil- 
lespie of Her- 
pel - Gillespie 
(Ford) San 
Antonio, de- 
clares in discussing the expe- 
rience. 

“I had been discharged from 
the Army and had gone to work 
as a salesman for the Clifton 
George Motor Co., Ford dealers 
of this city, in January, 1919,” 
Gillespie continued. “The pros- 
pect was a salesman for the 
Alexander Hamilton business 
extension course and, after hag- 
gling around for a while, he 
agreed to buy one of the cars 
if I would buy his course, which 
sold for $150. 

“The deal turned out pretty 
good for me, however, for he 
organized the Executives Club, 
whose membership includ ed 
young men who were studying 
the course, and this brought me 
in contact with a number of 
prospects who became custom- 
ers. It also brought me in con- 
tact with a number of San 
Antonio business men who were 
taking the course, and conse- 
quently gave me a good start 
in the right direction. 

“The car, by the way, was a 
Ford two-door sedan, which was 
as rare then as a touring car is 
now, and I do think that I did 
some real selling in order to 
move that type of a car when 
few were seen then.” 

The firm with which Gillespie 
got his start is now the one in 
which he is a part owner. Clif- 
ton George sold out to his son, 
Charles George, who in turn 
sold out to Herpel-Gillespie. 
Gillespie served as a salesman, 
later became sales manager, and 
is now one of the owners. 
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| posed amendment of the 


card as to their reasons for pur- 
chasing a used automobile. A total 
of 115 postal cards were returned, 
or 18.6 percent of the original mail- 
ings. 

Newspaper advertising, both 
daily and Sunday, was the second 
important factor affecting used car 
sales. 

Of the returns received, 55 buy- 
ers, or 48.2 percent, said they 
looked somewhere else and can be 
considered shoppers. 

Past experience teaches. that 
automobile retailers can not in- 
dulge in vicious and bad practices 
for any length of time and sstill 
remain in the automobile business, 
ADADA points out. The survey 
shows the reason: The customers 
overwhelmingly put most emphasis 
on the reputation and character of 
the dealers from whom they buy. 

Summing up, the following facts 
stand out as pertinent in the local 
buying market: 

1 Approximately 50 percent of all 

used car buyers shop other 
dealers. Therefore, if a dealer is 
to exist in this competitive mar- 
ket, he must emphasize _ recon- 
ditioning and see to it that his 
used cars are priced on a com- 
petitive basis. 

The reputation of the dealer, 

plus a safe and sane newspaper 
advertising campaign, will reap 
more profitable results than can 
be expected from any other source. 

21.7 percent of the buyers pur- 

chased on price and price dlone 
—they considered allowance above 
all other factors. 

The results of this survey are 
particularly interesting, when com- 
pared with one made by the To- 
ledo Automotive Trades Assn., 
proving the same buying habits 
prevalent in Toledo as in Akron. 





New Canton Defense Plant 


Increases Used Car Sales 

CANTON, O.—Although used car 
stocks here are slightly higher 
than a year ago, probably 10 per- 
cent.more cars being available in 
dealerships, sales are _ reported 
ahead of last year with indications 
for the best year in a decade. 

Survey of leading dealers reveais 
that buying has been evidenced in 
greater volume the past two weeks. 
Construction here of a $16,000,000 
Naval ordnance plant, which has 
attracted hundreds of workers, has 
been a boon to the used car busi- 
ness, according to dealers. 


MeAleer Announces 


Change in Management 
DETROIT.—Stockholders of Mc- 
Aleer Mfg. Co. have elected Carl- 
ton M. Higbie president, and 
Bradley Higbie treasurer of the 
company. Both have been inactively 
associated with the firm for some 
time, and are now assuming active 
management of the company, with 
resignation of C. H. McAleer. 
Other members elected to the 
board of directors are Carl Ken- 
nedy, vice-president; Ernest Hum- 
mitch, secretary, and Fred Weihe, 
production manager. Arthur Neu- 
bauer continues as manager of the 
automotive jobber division. 


New Equipment Added 


To 1941 Aurora Line 
AURORA, Ill. — Following the 
completion of a near record-break- 
ing February, Aurora Equipment 
Co. here has made further addi- 
tions to its 1941 line of steel stor- 
age and display equipment, it is 
announced by Thomas M. Dunham, 
president. 

In a new automotive, industrial 
and commercial catalog, soon to 
be issued, the additions will be 
listed. 


Public Hearing Set 

CINCINNATI.—City council will hold 
a public hearing March 10 on a pro- 
compulsory 
motor vehicle inspection ordinance, 
which would exempt dealers’ cars from 
its provisions. The proposal was in- 
troduced by the Cincinnati Automobile 
Dealers Assn. to end police interfer- 
ence with 
streets. 


car demonstrations on the} 





MODERN in every detail, and regarded as one of the finest of its kind, best 


describes the new service department of Vic Belotti, Inc. 
in Summerville, Mass., according to J. 


Oldsmobile dealer 
J. Dobbs, Oldsmobile’s general service 


manager. Featuring fluorescent lighting throughout, a battery of latest type 
service merchandisers that permit cleanliness and appeal, this new Oldsmobile 
service department offers accommodations for more than 50 cars. Belotti has 
been associated with Oldsmobile for more than 15 years. 





Lax Credit Methods Costly 


In Service, Dealers Warned 


Special to Automotive News 

CHICAGO.—Fortifying its argu- 
ments with facts and figures, Chi- 
cago Automobile Trade Assn. last 
week tackled the collection angle 
of service department operations 
and concluded that in addition to 
foolish losses in revenue, lax 
methods lead only to driving away 
instead of retaining patronage. 

The CATA “Dealer Operating 
Facts” bulletin takes a_ specific 
case involving a $30 service job, 
of which labor, material and over- 
head expense amounted to $25, and 
the net profit to $5. 

If the customer pays cash, the 
dealer immediately makes his cash 
profit of $5 and also increases his 
capital, the bulletin points out. If, 
on the other hand, the customer 
charges the work, the $5 item be- 
comes “book profit’ and the re- 


maining $25 becomes tied up, or 
frozen capital, since it is not turn- 
ing over; that is, providing the 
customer pays his bill. 

Suppose the customer proves a 
poor credit risk and the deal re- 
sults in a bad debt, with the dealer 
losing both his $5 book profit and 
his $25 capital. To make up the 
$30 loss, the CATA points out, the 
dealer must sell $180 worth of ad- 
ditional service work, and collect 
on all of them. 

The moral and the solution of 
slipshod collection methods are 
thus described: 

“Careless granting of credit, lack 
of proper investigation of your 
customers’ credit references, and 
neglect in pressing the collection of 
accounts promptly are some of the 
reasons for failure to keep your 
receivables on a liquid basis. 


USED CARS—SERVICE 


——_— $$$ CAUTOMOTIVE NEWS, MARCH 10,1941 CUSED CARS—SERVICE 
Used Car Buyers Rely on Reputation of Dealer 





Used Car Sales 
Show Big Gain 
In Philadelphia 


PHILADELPHIA. — Used ¢a; 
sales in January here showed a 
considerable gain over January 


1940, according to Philadelphia Ay. 


tomobile Trade Assn. 

The report shows 6,395 used 
passenger cars were sold in Jany. 
ary as compared with 4,689 last 
year, a gain of 1,706. This was an 
increase of 36.5 percent over Jany. 
ary, 1940. 

New car sales totaled 3,749 units 
during January, a gain of 276 o 
8 percent over the comparable pe. 
riod last year. 

The report also stated that new 
and used commercial car sale 
were holding up favorably. 





Two New Vice-Presidents 


Announced by DeVilbiss; 


TOLEDO.—The election of two 
new vice-presidents, along with 4 
report to shareholders of increasej 
sales during 1940 and a satisfac. 
tory corporate condition at the 
close of that year were the items 
of major interest disclosed at the 
annual meeting of the DeVilbiss 
Co. held here recently. 

New vice-presidents are Howari 
P. DeVilbiss and Roy A. Guyer. 
DeVilbiss is the son of the late 
Thomas A. DeVilbiss, who de. 
veloped the company’s industrial 
division. Guyer, sales manager of 
the spray painting division, has 
been with the DeVilbiss Co. for % 
years. 





Meter Collections 

RICHMOND, Va.—(UTPS).—The 8) 
es meters on the city streets 
ere are collecting more than $1,0% 
a@ week and should swell the city 
revenues for 1941 to over $50,000 if the 
present rate of collections continy 
throughout the year. 





Used Car Auction Wholesale Price 


Chicago 
Held by Chicago Automobile 
Auction Co., Inc.—Feb. 24 


1940 Models 
Condi- Sales 
Make Model tion Price 
Chevrolet Sed. Mstr. Del. Good $460 
Chevrolet Tudor Mstr. Del. Good 470 
Chevrolet Sedan Spl. Del. Good 525 
Chevrolet Sedan Mstr. Del. Good 515 
Dodge Tudor Lux. Liner Good 460 
Plymouth Fordor Del. Good 445 
1939 Models 
Buick Sedan Spl. 41 Good 435 
Buick Sedan Spl. 41 Good 405 
Chevrolet Tudor Mstr. Good 345 
Chevrolet Tudor Std. Cr. Block 225 
Dodge Tudor Del. Good 405 
Dodge Sedan Std. Good 375 
Ford Tudor Del. 85 Good 370 
Ford Coupe 60 Good 280 
Ford Tudor 85 Good 295 
Ford Tudor 60 Good 245 
Ford Tudor 60 Good 275 
Hudson Tudor 6 Good 280 
Plymouth Fordor Del. Good 325 
Plymouth Tudor Del. Good 335 
Plymouth Sedan Del. Good 360 
1938 Models 
Buick Sedan Spl. 41 Good 345 
Chevrolet Sedan Del. Good 280 
Chevrolet Tudor Std. Good 265 
Dodge Coupe Fair 200 
Ford Tudor Good 210 
Ford Sedan 60 Good 170 
Ford Tudor 60 Good 200 
Ford Tudor 85 Good 205 
Ford Sedan 60 Good 190 
Oldsmobile Tudor 6 Good 270 
Oldsmobile Sedan 6 Good 265 
Oldsmobile Bus. Coupe Good 235 
Packard Sedan 6 Good 310 
Plymouth Sedan Std. Good 225 
Pontiac Sedan 6 Good 335 
1937 Models 
Buick Sedan Spec. Good 270 
Chevrolet Sedan Good 240 
Chevrolet Sedan Good 210 
Chevrolet Sedan Mstr. Good 275 
Chevrolet Panel Good 160 
Chevrolet Coupe Good 175 
Chevrolet Coupe Mstr. Good 205 
Chevrolet Panel Good 130 
Chevrolet Panel Fair 77 
De Soto Sedan Good 150 
Ford Coupe 85 Good 165 
Ford Tudor Good 160 
Ford Tudor 85 Std. Good 135 
Ford Sedan 60 Good 160 
Ford Tudor 85 Good 150 
Ford Tudor 60 Good 160 
Ford Tudor 85 Good 175 
Ford Coupe 85 Good 150 
Ford Fordor 85 Good 105 
GMC Panel Truck Good 145 
Int’l Panel Good 75 
LaFayette Sedan Good 160 
Lin. -Zep. Sedan Good 200 
Oldsmobile Tudor 6 Good 250 
Oldsmobile Sedan Good 245 
Plymouth Conv. Coupe Good 245 
1936 Models Pa es 
Cadillac Sedan 00 55 
Chevrolet Sedan Good 200 
Chevrolet Tudor Junk 40 
Chevrolet Tudor Good 100 
Chevrolet Sedan Good 135 
Chevrolet Sedan Good 135 
; Chrysler Coupe 6 Good 120 


Condi- Sales 
Make Model tion Price 
De Soto Sedan Good 52 
Dodge Sedan Fair 135 
Dodge Sedan Good 125 
Dodge Sedan Good 140 
Ford Tudor Fair 65 
Ford Tudor Fair 75 
Ford Tudor Std. Good 125 
Ford Tudor Good 105 
Ford Tudor Good 120 
Ford Tudor Good 95 
Ford Sedan Good 140 
Ford Sedan Good 125 
Ford Tudor Good 160 
Ford Tudor Del. Good 115 
Ford Tudor Good 140 
Ford Tudor Good 140 
Ford Sedan Good 135 
Ford Tudor Good 140 
Ford Sedan Good 135 
Ford Coupe Good 100 
Ford Tudor Good 125 
Ford Tudor Fair 90 
Ford Sedan Good 120 
Graham Tudor Cav. Good 70 
Hudson Coupe Fair 70 
Lin.-Zep. Sedan Good 120 
Oldsmobile Tudor Fair 100 
Oldsmobile Sedan 6 Good 160 
Oldsmobile Tudor 6 Good 125 
Oldsmobile Sedan 8 Good 160 
Oldsmobile Sedan 8 Good 155 
Oldsmobile Tudor 6 Good 170 
Plymouth Sedan Good 150 
Plymouth Sedan Tudor Fair 85 
Plymouth Sedan Del. Good 160 
Plymouth Tudor Good 90 
Pontiac Fordor 6 Good 140 
Pontiac Sedan 8 Good 160 

1935 Models 
Buick Sedan Fair 52 
Chevrolet Sedan Fair 50 
Chevrolet Sedan Good 130 
Chrysler Sedan Fair Cr. Block 55 
Dodge Tudor Good 85 
Dodge Sedan Good 95 
Ford Sedan Good 55 
Ford Fordor Std. Good 60 
Ford Coupe Std. Good 75 
Ford Tudor Std. Good 70 
Ford Tudor Good 75 
Ford Tudor Std. Good 85 
Ford Sedan Fair 32 
Ford Tudor Cr. Head Fair 47 
Ford Tudor Good 70 
Ford Tudor Good 65 
Ford Sedan Good 70 
Ford Tudor Good 67 
Ford Coupe Good 75 
Ford Tudor Fair 50 
Oldsmobile Sedan Fair 65 
Plymouth Tudor Good 70 
Plymouth Tudor Bad 30 
Terraplane Coach Fair 25 
1934 Models 

Buick Sedan Fair 40 
Chevrolet Truck Good 125 
Chevrolet Panel Good 70 
Chevrolet Sedan Good 67 
Dodge Sedan Good 42 
Dodge Panel Truck Good 35 
Ford Sedan Good 45 
Ford Coupe Good 30 
Ford Sedan Good 60 
Ford Fordor Fair 40 
Ford Sedan Good 47 
Ford Sedan Good 32 
Ford Tudor Good 30 
Ford Tudor Del. Good 35 
Ford Truck Fair 42 


Ford Truck Good 2 
Ford Truck Good 42 
Ford Tudor Fair Ki 
Int’l Panel Fair 2 
Nash Sedan Junk 3 
Plymouth Tudor Good 40 
Plymouth Sedan Junk 3 
Plymouth Sedan Junk 3 
Plymouth Coach Good K 
Pontiac Sedan Fair a 
Studebaker Roadster Junk 3 
Held by Finance Co.—Feb. 17 
1941 Models 
Chevrolet Spt. Sedan AH Good $60 
1940 Models 
Chevrolet Coupe KH Good 485 
Chrysler Sedan Fair 635 
Ford Tudor 18 Del. Good 435 
Ford Tudor Del. Fair 405 
Hudson Tudor Good 425 
Pontiac Coupe HA Good 5” 
1939 Models 
Buick Tudor 41 Spl. Good 42 
Chevrolet Twn. Sedan JA Fair 35 
Plymouth Tudor P8 Fair 265 
Pontiac Sedan 8 Fair 38 
1938 Models 
Buick Tudor 61 Fair 2 
Buick Sedan 41 Spl. Fair 3% 
Chevrolet Twn. SedanHB Fair 2 
Chrysler Bro. C19 Fair 20 
Chrysler Coupe C18 Fair 2H 
Dodge Sedan D8 Fair 275 
Ford Tudor Fair 2% 
Ford Tudor Poor 2% 
Packard Sedan A Fair 35 
Packard Sedan A Fair 310 
1937 Models 
Chevrolet Tudor GB Poor 20 
Chevrolet Panel GC Fair ‘ 
Chrysler 7 Pass. C15 Poor 105 
Dodge Sedan 6 Fair 1” 
Ford Tudor 54 Fair 145 
LaSalle Conv. Coupe Fair 3a 
Nash LaF. Sedan HE Poor 15 
Oldsmobile Sedan LA Poor 16) 
Plymouth Coupe P4 Fair . 
Studebaker Sedan D Fair 1 4 
Zephyr Sedan 12 Fair 1 
1936 Models » 
Buick Sedan 81 Fair 5 
Buick Sedan Fair 1 
Chevrolet Coach FA Fair 
Chevrolet Sedan FA Fair 
Dodge Coupe D2 Fair 
Ford Tudor Fair 
Ford Coupe Good 
Graham Sedan S Fair 
LaSalle Sed. Bent C.S. Mtr. Apart 
Oldsmobile Sed. F 6 CB 
Oldsmobile Tudor F 6 CB 
Packard Coupe X Fair 
Packard Sedan Super 8 CB 
Packard Sedan X Fair 
Plymouth Sedan P2 Fair 
Plymouth Coupe P2 Fair 
Pontiac Tudor 6 Poor 
Pontiac Sedan 8 Fair 
1935 Models 65 
Chrysler Sedan C6 Fair ¢s 
De Soto Sedan 6 Fair 
Dodge Coupe DU Poor rs 
Ford Coupe Poor 
Pontiac Coupe 8 Poor 
1933 Models 15 
Ford Tudor 8 CB 35 
Plymouth Sedan PD Poor 
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top and bottom prices on 1940, 1939, 1938 and 
ysed cars as advertised in local newspapers. 
SAN prices only used in this comparison. News- 
; cooperating include: Boston—Globe; New York 
Journal American; Philadelphia — Bulletin; 









Times, 








in MAKE Boston New York Phila. 
. 0 874- 765| 795- 775| 745- 695 

hia Series 675- 525| 645- 550| 585- 465 

dar 545- 465 | 545 | 495- 425 











wed a 
nuary, 
ia Au. [ge 60 Special 


| _384- 295| 
"0 1450 | 
39] 1045 «| -:965 


| 825 


















: 995- 845 
| 745 
| 
| 












Used °38] _825- 695| 687 
Janu. 87] 550- 365| 445 


ras an oot Master 40] 699- 565) 595- 550 


Janu. & 
"$84 445 445- ; 364 | | _ | 815 
37] 315- 200 | 275- 245| 345- 250 






















) units 
276 or 
le pe. let Deluxe 5 | 56 
t new ’89] 530-450 | | 495 
Sales 38] 469- 325 | 445- 295 | 
"S79 365- 295) 
t i U Roy: al "40 845 | 
ye 739) 645-550 | 545 
Ibiss $8) 495- 375| 445 




















795- 695 





| 
| 
| 




































-? $7] 385- 245 | 375- 315 
vith @ | 
eased peSoto 404 795- 645| 650 —|_ 745 
tisfac. "894 650- 620 | 595- 495 
 & "884 465 | | 375 
items 315) 345- 
t the 375- 315| 345- 317 
Tilbiss 
| 595- 495| 565- 398 | 545- 445 

‘ 465- 350| 465- 295| 445- 365 
> Take 375- 275| 350- 185| 365- 279 
> de Fd V-8 “85” 565- 449 | | 565- 435 
a | 495- 324 | | 875 
he | 395- : 285, L__| 88-2 
for 29 275- 165| 250- 175| 225- 216 

wd V-8 Deluxe 645- 545| 475 | 







| 475- 295| 415- 295 | 335- 245 | $79- 275 | 15 | 345 


| 
*394_525- 401| 495- 435| 475- 395| 545- 395| 495- 395| 425- 389| 465- 375| 495 l 
|_ 315 | 410- $95| 425- 365| $45- 240| 365- 295| 445- 345| 365 


"404 725- 565| 625- 549| 565- 535| 635- 549| 535 | 629- 489| 645- 495 | | 685- 625| 595- 545| 695- 599| 745- 586| 688- 648 | 


570- 525 | 


765- 575 | 695- | 695- 635| 6 645- 595 | 765- | 765- 545| 675- 635| 665- j- 527 | 645- - 585 | 645 


495- | 495- 425| 4 495- 395| 475- $26| 595- 345| 495- 395| 455- 300| 495- 365 | | 525- 475| 525- 393| 495- 449| 558- 475| 548- 465| 575- 545| 518- 382 


395- | 395- 295 : 395-— 375] 375- 295 


249 )—21 


LT 
Cleveland—Plain Dealer; Indianapolis—Times; Detroit 
— News; Chicago — Herald-American; Dallas — News; 
New Orleans — Picayune, States; Kansas City — Star; 
Minneapolis—Star-Journal; Denver—Post; Los Angeles 
—Examiner ; San Francisco—Chronicle. 
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ADVERTISED 
Used Car Selling Prices 


For Week Ending Feb. 23 
(Copyright 1941—Automotive News) 













Clev’d Ind’ polis Detroit Chicago New Orl’ns Dallas Kan. City Minn’polis Denver Los Angeles San Fran. Natl. Avg. 
| 895- 745| 895- 695| 745- 588 | 775- 645| 795 824 | 795- 725 | |_ 845- | 825| 845 | 819- 717 
| 695- 545| 645- 479| 575- 395| 575- 465| 645- 475 | 600- 497 | 595- 550 | 645- 545| 595- 545| 745 628- 503 
| 495- 475| 575- 439 | 409- 295| 450- - 375 | 450 445- 375| 495- 399 | 495 | 4 495- 490| 565- 455| 595 504- 419 
263 | 395- 354| 365 | 445- 340| 485- 295 | 495 393- 299 



































| | 1095 | | | | | | 1195 | | 1247-1247 
| | 875- 869| 845- 695 | | | | | | 1075 | 1295 | 1013- 803 















[775 | | | 945 __—*|_995 793- 695 


| 475 | | | 575 695 501- 378 

645- 545| 595- 487| 585- 550| 675- 624| 695- 545| 695- 665| 630- 541 

495- 410| 487- 425| 545- 398] 575- 449| 465- 445| 565 | 504- 405 
| 425 | 445- $75] 445- 345| 435- 365 | | 405- 343 
| $45- 265| 275 $69- 250| 425- 245| 395 | 384- 249 
| 647- 562 
| 516- 437 


[775 | | 695 
| 445- 425 | | 445 
| 625- 545| 595- 525| 559- 399| 595- 495 | 


__|_ 695 | 
| $75- 345 | 













































| 345- 275| 345- 275| § 265- 195 | ~ $25- 245 | ~ $25- 295 | 








| 495- 445| 585- 5 485 | 4 489- 345| 445- 395 | 550- ws 495- 395| 494- 468| 545- 525| 525- 425| 598- 528 | 





















































| 395 | | 899- 245| 398- $45) 399 415- 395| 425- $13| 425- 415| 485- 454| 395- $20| 645 | 483- 346 
339- 245 ~ 299- 195 | 295 365- 315| 335- 269 375- 834| 365- 275| 3895 $48- 275 
| 885- 775 | 595- 542| 725-645) | 599 | 725- 695 | l | | 788- 670 
7100-575 | | 549- 395| 575- 465) 675 | | l | 608- 502 

| 





| 445- 295| 525- 350| 399- 875| 395- 365| 445 | | 365 l | 395 | $99 595 | 446- 440 











“385-285 | 845- 299| 295- 199] 350- 195| 375  _—s«|_—*:195 335- 345 | 365 445- 325 354- 276 
| 695- 675| 795- 745| 645- 595| 729- 665| 845 = | 795 | | | 795- 765 | | 749- 682 
| 595 | 525- 495| 499- 419| 535-445) 650 | 595 | 635 [| 595 | 695- 645| 597- 519 
| 445- 390| 315 | 875 | 447- 365 | | | 495- 395 | 375 | 497 | 495 525 | 403- $83 





$25- 285| 3$95- 275| 335 395- 295| $45- 169 355- 259 
__|_679- 595| 647- 635| 775- 645| 698 | 795- 765 | | 699- 612 
| Bi5- 525| 575- 495 | 525- 397| 499- 9- 445| 595 —|_—«565- 395) 565- 497| 595 | 585 679- 525 | 574- 462 
25 —«|—-889- § $25 | 435- 335| 495 | < 245| 445- 360| 485- 445| 392 | 585- 360| 519 | 460- 347 
445- 195| 375- 275| 300- 199| 345- 245| 175 365- 253 


395- 250] 385- 245| 245- 199| 333- 245| 390 































| 495- 395| 425 
| 









$- 435| 599- 465| 595- 465| 519- 420| 545- 495| 595- 475 | = 545| 665- 589| 577- 545| 595- 585| 669- 595 593- 505 
5 | 479- 395| 425- 395| 395- 295| 419- 365| 495- 445 515- 369| 449- 445| 475- $75| 465- 425 | 453- 383 


| $89- 285| 349- 275| 325- 225| S49- 245| 345- 295 | | 425- 295| 305- 345| 446- $25| 345 425 331- 286 
259- 195| 265- 195| 225- 109| 265- 155| 345- 235| 295- 195| 295- 195| 339- 195| 348- 295| 288- 195 283- 194 
| 645- 569| 595 | 509- 425| 565- 495 | 625- 545| 645- 595| 695- 575| 688- 645| 695- 610| 619 624- 556 











| 829- 295] 445- 295] 875- 265| 345- ee 508 395- 349| 429- 350| 445- 395| 495- $85 | [ 401- 825 
















295- 225| 275- 245| | 449- 175| | 235- 199 | | | 297- 295| 299- 248] | 296- 233 
575| | 675-585] 635 | 509_| 499- 495| 535 |_ 565 | 645 625- 599 604- 563 
(112) | | | |_ 450 | 495 | | | 488- 399 









——————— 


- 345 | | 375 
(Terraplane) | 317 | 250 




















































































































































l | 445- 385 | 295- 245| 397- 345| 


ceocianiaai | 395- 295 | 
| 295- 175| 345- 199| 289- 193| 295- 215| 


| 295- 265| 295 


385- 295| 895 
| S47- 245| 245 


$90- 318 
| 297- 215 





| 545 
| 
| 

































































































































n-Zephyr | 995- 935 | Re ne | 1095 1012- 935 
599 | 795- 565| 695 | | 599 —=s«|:-—«G@95- 545] 625- 495 | | | 795 | 765 695 | 845- 775| 718- 596 
S "$8 575- 465 | 495- | 495-297 | 550- 475| 465 | 495 Ee 449- )- 355 | ~ 565- 5- 435 | | | 595 | 475 | 645- 599| 527- 439 
: *87] 395- 239| 295- 195| 340- 325| 365- 345| 425-— 289 | 295- 249| 295- 225] | | 425- $99| 399- $25| 445- 345| 495 | $76- 294 
i Wercury 40] 795- 695| 875- 199| 675 | 725- 565| 695- 550| 695- 585| 695- 645| 795 |_ 695 |_769- 625| 795- 749| 795- 745| 845- 645 | |_758- 630 
" *39] 595- 495| 645- 495| 585- 485| 645- 525| 595 | 545- 469| 575- 485 | | 575- 545| 625- 585| 595- 535| 645- 495| 599- 545| | 602- 510 
_ ———————————————=SE——EE—EE 
y [uh Ambassador Six ’404 | 650- 595 | a | 645- 535 | 645- 595 | | 649 | 145 647- 575 
25 39] | 455 | 463 | | 499 | 485- | 485- 395 | 5: 525- 5-445 | | | 485- 420 
38) 449 | 365 | | 445- 425 | | 399 «|_ 425-335) | |_389 | | | 412- 330 
i "87 345- 325| 345 | | | | 295- 285| 295 | | | | 425- 339| 375 | 380 | 351- $16 
(60) °40§ 765- 675| 695 | 625- 595| 875 | 695 _|_575- 499| 695- 595| 575 | 673 | 695- 596| 645 | 695 684- 592 
|. * 39 865- 475| 575- ais | 5 575- 475| 595- 545| 595- 499| 499- 382| 545- 435| | 495 _—|_-575- 465| 587- 450| 595- 495| 645- 465| 645 576- 466 
S $8] 485- 395| 395 | 495- 879| 495- 399| 395- 339] 445- 345 | | 395 |: 475- 895 | 475- 375| 499- 363| 525- 375| 495 464- 374 
Pa "879 399- 325| 375- 15 205 | 365- 345| 425- 295| 395- 365| 349- 245| 345- 239| 195 | 325 | 895- 299| $89- $35| 385- 345| 399- 290| 465 | 372- 307 
terse ttt ee eames i reenter ESSE 
hekard Six 40] 725- 695| 695- 675| 795 | 895- 695| _ | 625- 588 | | | 795 | 865 | | 725 | 895 7179- 663 
. *39] 695-575 | | 575 | 695- 595| 575- 569| 495 |_ 495 | | | | | | 695 115 | 625- 580 
26 793) 525- 475| 365 | 525- 355| 595- 465| | | 445 | — | 495- 425| 465 | 495- 435 | 595- 465 | 500- 437 
87] 395- 245| 295 ~ $70- 295| 365- 295| 350- 295| 325- 295| 333- 275] | 295 | 395 l | | 347- 283 
=: (ymouth 40 599- 565| 595- 425| 595- 525| 655- 495| 645- 465| 465 | 595- 485| 625 _—s|_«595- 499| 565- 448) | 677- 565| 675 | 607- 497 
= 739] 545-425, 495- 419| 495- 395| 565- 359| 525-_ - 395| 467- 335| 475- 365| 525 |: 385 lm 525- 445| 545- 395| 487- 475| 525 595- 545| 511- 413 
a $8] 445- $25 | ~ 885- 295| 395- 345| 425- 375| 395- - $85| 345- 295| 425- 295| 395- 375| 365 | 388-_ - $20| 425-_ 425- 350| 395- 393| 439- 385| 525 410- 344 
260 797) 345- 250| 365- 155| 295 | 365- 225| 325- 249| 292- 195| 325- 235| 315 335 | $85- 251| $45- 250| $75- 297| 367- ; 
25 | 249 | | $87- 236 
ss *ymouth Deluxe 40) 665- 575| 575 | 650- 574| 645- 545| 645 | 599- 469| 595- 565| 575- 550| 645- 595| 645- 625| 595 ‘| 644- 549| 667- 625| 725 633- 567 
79 _545- 425| 475- 345| 495- 440| 525- 845 | 535- 375 | 475- 395| 475- 375 | | 525- 439 | 479- 398| 495- 5- 449| 575- 445 | | 509- 403 
2 "S84 425- 345) 445 | 395- 335 | 445- 295| 300 | 399- 265 | | 425 |_(895 | __ | 875- 368| 473- 345| 495- 368 | 416- 331 
a 874 365- 295 | | $25- 265| 350- 195) | 245- 170| $10- 295| 295- 225! 395 $45- 254| 335 | | 398- 265 | | $86- 245 
90 
i [Contin Six "40 725- 645| 675- 645| 695- 565| 725- 640| 675 |_595- 565| 695- 595| 595 695s |_ 725- 599| 645- 6835| 775- 589| 735- 595| 845 | 700- 607 
is 39] 595- 475 | 575- 495| 475 5 | 625- 479| 545- 475| 499- 875] 525- 465 | __545- 445 | 575- 535 | 595- - 495 | 595- 426| 545- 495| 695- 650| 568- 484 
1 _ $8) 450- 365/419 —«|:—«895 ea 565- 395| 445- 345| 365- 325| 445- 365 | | 395 (465~ 465- 445| 395- 365| 475- 445| 395- 375 | 545 | 443- 380 
i eee 385- 275| 195. | 310 | 395- 285| 375- 339] 310- 230| 325- 265| 350 | $25- 295| 395- 295| 425- 327| 345- 268| 895- 249 | | $48- 283 
a eens eens eee een ones 
udebaker Champion ’40) 595 | | 595- 545| 550- 545| 499- 465 | | 595- 545| G45- 495, | 645 | | 675- 585 | | 600- 530 
i "$9 535-445 | 445 | | 495- 445| 465- 449| 425- 395 | | | 545 | 396 | | | | | 472- 433 
16 ‘udebaker Commander °40] 795 | | | 725 | | | 745 | | 688 | | | | 875- 795| 825 | 793- 741 
i *39) 520-475, 467- 415) 445 x 645- 545| 595 | 469 | 545- 465| 595 | 645 | l | | | 675 | 560- 475° 
18 a | 430 [|__| S25- 445 | i a ee | 395- 345| 445- 425| 495 | | 525- 465 | 444- 420 
FI (Dictator) 37] 365- 299| 395 | 345- 295| 375- 299| 375- 345| 295- 225| 295- 248 | | $45 | $15- 245 445- 279 359- 279 
| 465- 395| 525- 425 | | | | 425 | | 489 | 525- | - 
| 825 | $75- 295 | l ee ae omen eee 4-—— | 472- 438 
: I ee ee | | 381- 295 
l | | 215 | 245 | l | 219- 219° 
| 196- 195 175- 165 | | 
















245- 145| 235 192- 159 


National Average, All Makes, Feb. 283—$524-$444 
National Average, All Makes, Feb. 16—$521-$450 


é Used Car Selling Prices, as advertised in the classified section of metropolitan newspapers nationally, are compiled exclusively by Automotive News as a copyrighted feature. 
é his is the first time anywhere that bona-fide top and bottom prices have been compiled from published figures to establish the trend of the market and the resulting national index. 
Where no prices are quoted, no car of make and model was offered during the period covered. 


4 Used Car prices in Pittsburgh, Cincinnati, St. Louis, Atlanta, Houston, Oklahoma City and Seattle ¢ 


appeared on this page last week and will be published again next week, 
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Chapter CXI11— Manufacturers’ Dinners (continued ) 





THE SAGA OF THE FIRST 
, lOO YEARS ON RUBBER 


By Chris Sinsabaug 













Many of the presentations at the National Automobile 
Manufacturers Assn. dinners, the big feature of New 
York show week, were markedly significant at the time 
they were given, but lose their punch when one is not 
familiar with the circumstances that made them cur- 
rently apropos. Typical of the tenor of the quips are 
the following shots that were taken at the objectives 
indicated when the papier mache medals were given to 
some of the car makers: 


To Roy D. Chapin (Hudson): “On account of your youthful 
appearance and modesty, perhaps, you have elected to hide your 
name behind your car. This is good, too, in many ways. It helps 
you, for example, to disclaim all personal responsibility for un- 
balanced crankshafts. * * * You were the first to build a low-priced 
coach. Your fame for this will go rattling down through the ages.” 


To David S. Ludlum (Autocar): “You are probably the only 
motor vehicle manufacturer in the world who could hold a con- 
vention of his dealers in a hall bedroom without using the edge 
of the bed for seats.” 


To Charles W. Nash: “Slogans are excellent if repeated with 
absolute monotony. For example, ‘Nash Cars Are Good Cars’ would 
be fine, and if used long enough, in every form of advertising, 
somebody would eventually believe it.” 


To C. C. Hanch (Studebaker): “Don’t bother your head about 
the plant, the roots of which will always be well nourished by 
those genial souls who swing the abundant watering can at the 
corner of Broad and Wall. Take this tiny emblem of our apprecia- 
tion of what you have done and not for what others may be going 
to do to you.” 

To Col. Charles Clifton (Pierce-Arrow): “And you will always 
have the satisfaction of knowing that no matter what kind of a 
car these other birds may make to sell, they will always ride in 
Pierce-Arrows—provided they can’t get Cadillacs.” 


To John N. Willys: “Your new four with its graceful underslung 
wheelbase is one of the marvels of the day. It even surpasses the 
Willys Night. The populace stands admiring it, flabbergasted that 
a car could look so much like a Ford, run almost as well as a 
Ford and still not be one of them things.” 


To the White Family: “Just what you will do when the railroads 
and the horse breeders legislate the truck out of existence it is not 
within our province to predict, but knowing your inventive genius 
as we do, it is not impossible to conceive that you could, without 
much alteration, expense, or change of line, transform your able 
truck into a popular and economical ferry boat.” 

To A. J. Brosseau (Mack): “The moment a fine state road is 
open, along comes one of your graceful young rolling warehouses 
and away goes the road. The highway contractors send you an- 
other box of cigars and invite you to attend the next annual bat- 
tered highways convention.” 

To Henry M. and Wilfred Leland (Lincoln): “We are met here 
tonight to find out when you will get into production. It is alto- 
gether fitting and proper that we should do this. The world will 
little note nor longer remember your promises, unless you come 
across. We have given you our last full measure of time. It is for 
you jointly to now say whether we have given in vain. If you pro- 
crastinate longer our patience shall perish from the earth. * * * 
You cannot fool all of the people all of the time, nor Mr. Budlong 
(a dealer) any more of the time. * * * You are engaged in testing 
whether your creation so nobly conceived and dedicated can long 
endure in name only.” 

To Percy Owen (Liberty): “In the Declaration of Independence 
* * * the word Liberty is mentioned once only. In one of your ad- 
mirable advertisements we note it is repeated 18 times. How do 
you get that way? Last year we heard your distributors calling, 
‘Give us Liberties or give us death.’ This year they say, ‘Take back 
the Liberties thou gavest us.’ You seem to be up against it any 
way you fix it.” 

To H. H. Franklin: “Ever since you first gave to the ages your 
bone-dry pneumatically-cooled wonder engine we have regarded 
you with sympathetic respect. Your intention of building an in- 
comparable car has been admirably executed. It cannot be com- 
pared in appearance with any other motor apparatus extant.” 

To Howard Marmon: “You have risen above every obstacle 
which has confronted you, including Fred Moscovics. We recall 
that a few years ago you started in many races. We never heard 
how you came out. You have aimed high and solved many weighty 
problems. The quality of your product has given the quality of 
your advertising a hard race. We often hear men say, ‘Once a 
Marmon owner, always a Marmon owner.’ Sone cars are hard 
to get rid of.” 

To Clarence A. Earl: “We want to congratulate you upon hav- 
ing changed the name of the product which you hope to market, 
if the packing house interests stand by you as they should. It has 
been said that a Briscoe by any other name would probably run 
the same.” 

To A. R. Erskine (Studebaker): “Take a tip from us and don’t 
bank all of your prospects on your bankers. They are all right 
when your motor is running smoothly, but let one valve stick and 
—Bingo, your rear end is gone.” 

To George M. Graham (Chandler): “Since your last non-stop 
oration before this patient assemblage of polite automobile manu- 
facturers, you have, it is said, transferred your oratoric and 
literary talents from the peaceful solitude of Buffalo to the dread- 
ful monotony of Cleveland. * * * Your change may be a misfor- 
tune to Buffalo, but what is it to Cleveland? * * * As you well 
know, the automotive industry has been particularly devoid of 
orators. It has in truth been most fortunate in that respect. As 
time goes on this complication may be added to our other troubles, 
but we will ignore it, as we have the used-car problem.” 

To Elwood Haynes: “We will refrain from mentioning tonight 
the names of those who still refuse to give you credit for firing 
the first shot which makes the whole pedestrian world look seven 
ways before crossing the road. * * * You are unquestionably one 
of the proud fathers of our industry, possibly the only one who is 
brave enough to admit it.” 

To William R. Wilson (Chrysler): “Your whole line of snappy 
models shows us plainly that we have reached the period in our 
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progress where we can dispense with our mechanical engineers 
and get this motor appeal down to a basis of art and built-in style. 
You have shown us either a new era or a new error.” 


To Fred E. Moscovies (Stutz): “Your getaway is delightful. 
You have already gotten away from several of our large com- 
panies. And it is not inopportune at this time to say that both 
Franklin and Marmon have enjoyed their greatest prosperity 
since you left. Stutz directors take notice!” 


To Martin L. Pulcher (Federal): “Today the truck is an im- 
portant factor in motor transportation. It has made a deep im- 
pression —on our roads. It has left no stone unturned. * * * We 
a that when better roads are built, Federal trucks will wreck 

em,” 


To John Hertz (Yellow Taxicab): “You are responsible for the 
living of 100,000 taxi drivers and the death of 500,000 raccoons to 
keep them warm. * * * It is no longer a question of finding a cab, 
but of escaping one. * * * Mr. Ford may have made walking 
popular, but you have made it impossible. * * * However, you have 
done something for humanity. America is now assured of three 
things in life — death, taxes and taxicabs — except on rainy days.” 

Two dinners that will perhaps be longest remembered 
because they antedated the standard pattern and were 
produced during what may be considered the experi- 
mental stages of automobile dinner manufacture, en- 
tailed the most elaborate preparations. 

The first of these was held Jan. 9, 1917, at the Waldorf- 
Astoria, and had as its feature, “Lost In Litigation’— 
a mock trial burlesquing the suit of Ford by the Dodge 
brothers, John and Horace — written by Fred Dayton, 
vice-president of the Ajax Rubber Co. and Henry Cald- 
well, automobile editor of the New York Herald. The 
parts of the principals were taken by others, but as 
witnesses, Hugh Chalmers, Roy D. Chapin, Show Man- 
ager S. A. Miles, N. A. C. C. President Col. Charles 
Clifton, Ray Owen, General Manager Alfred Reeves and 
Alvan Macauley appeared in person. However, they 
were not permitted to speak but were answered for by 
“interpreters,” and in their cross-examination they got 
the “ribbing” that featured so many later banquets 
when travesty awards for distinguished service to the 
industry were accompanied with the presentation of 
the heroic size medals. 


Famous Show 

Still more spectacular was the show put on at the 
1920 dinner, Jan. 6, in the Commodore Hotel, as ‘“‘The 
Twentieth Annual Skid.” The famous painting of Old 
King Cole by Maxfield Parrish at the Knickerbocker 
Hotel, was simulated in tableaux against a background 
50 feet long and 16 feet high, faithfully reproducing 
the original picture. James Garrett Wallace, assistant 
district attorney of New York (now New York supreme 
court justice) took the part of Old King Cole, heading 
a cast of 26 characters, members of the Flat Tire Club, 
an organization of automobile representatives of the 
newspapers and veterans of the automobile trade, im- 
personating the figures on the painting. The dialogue, 
in 12 episodes, again written by Henry Caldwell and 
Fred Dayton, took the form of a satire on various prac- 
tices in the automobile industry. 

The prologue to the skit was entitled, “Admitted to 
the Bar,” and, this being in the days of prohibition, in- 
troduced the theme for the play, that the king’s revenue 
from liquor having been removed, he must find a new 
source of revenue, whereupon he decided to go into the 
automobile business. This gave the “vehicle” for the 
grid-iron business that more or less featured all of the 
manufacturers dinners. 

This is the 113th installment of Chris Sinsabaugh’s memoirs. 


Succeeding chapters will appear in subsequent . 
issues of AUTOMOTIVE News. 
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Pierce-Arrow Property 
Goes to Buffalo for Taxes 


BUFFALO. - 
in the troubled affairs of the old 
Pierce-Arrow Motor Car Co. here 
was passed when the city law de- 
partment’s foreclosure division took 
initial steps toward acquisition of 
ne ee al 


{TA Appoints MacMillan 
EK 


‘‘Who, Me?’’ Now in Book Form 


eww ew Se eee ae eee Se 


CHRIS SINSABAUGH, 
2751 E. Jefferson, Detroit 


Please enter our order for: 





acca Copies of “Who, Me?— My 
AUTO-biography” at $3.75 each, 
postpaid. 


Sie Copies of the Special Deluxe 
Edition at $7.50 each. 
(Each copy of this limited edi- 
tion will be autographed). 


Check for G............ enclosed (J 
or ship C.0.D. J 


the concern’s Buffalo properties for 
nonpayment of more than $300,000 
in taxes. 

Another milestone Preliminary papers have been 
filed and summons served against 
the property management. Papers 
in the Pierce-Arrow case show the 
property has not yielded taxes to 
city or county since 1937 on one 
parcel and since 1936 on the prin- 
cipal building. County taxes in de- 


WASHINGTON. } F. MacMillan,| fault total $80,000. The total de- 
special assistant in the Treasury traf-|linquency on city taxes, including 
I ivis has been appointet man- : Siac : “ 7 9 ipa 
fle divi ‘the traffie service department | interest compute d at 12 percent, 
of American Trucking Assns. is about $342,000. 


Railroad Officials 
Confer with Ca; 


“Traffic Directoy, 
DETROIT. —J. J. Pelley, 


S| 




































dent, Assn. of American Railrony - 
accompanied by C. Bufor vonom 
vice-president of operations: A : ro w 
Cleveland, vice-president of traf ; n hac 
W. C. Kendall, chairman, car wal ‘which 


vice division, and E. F. Bilo hi 
assistant, met here last week Wi 
traffic heads of motor Vehic 
manufacturers at headquarters oh, 
Automobile Manufacturers Aggy 


Railroad car supply proble 
were scrutinized from the stand 
point of distribution of the ing 
try’s railroad tonnage; Proper ips. 
vision of equipment ownershigg 
among railroads in the east, y, 
and south; improvements in ge 
vice of both loaded and empty 
cars; present rail movement , 
government trucks, and _transpo 
tation phases of the defense proj 
gram. mbly beg 

The meeting was unique in th; 
it was the first occasion at whic 
all elements of the automotiyges, he 
freight picture were discussed igs sales V 
a joint conference of the two jing 0,000 


dustries. Also, it established thgsinst hi 
groundwork for continuing obsegt by th 
vation of railroad transportatiogs gears 
needs growing out of the defenggm was | 
program, with adequate recognigder org 


tion of the car service factor, 

Traffic directors of the motspition, he 
industry in attendance were: pitts to | 
C. Smith (Buick), E. J. Tiedemaptmiss. 
(Cadillac), C. R. Scharff and Wat! enous 
ren H. Hines (Chevrolet), N, jplers he 


Pd shape 


Brennan (Chrysler), F. A. Alley new 
(Hudson), W. N. Armel (Interng" them 
tional Harvester), E. E. Swarigif the d 
(Nash), E. B. Rogers (Pontigcpl about 
J. F. Markey (Packard), J, jpt the bo 
Crimmins (Studebaker), J. to fill 



























Lind (Yellow Truck & Coach) anjacement: 


H. A. Doeren (Ford); also G. W. 


Romney, K. A. Moore, F. L. Starcg FROM 


and G. L. Middleton of the AMA—dy is e: 
staff. rally so | 
Se 3s done 

ie curre! 

1941 Truck Data fer sist 
bees tell: 

Added by NUCMfpise « 
year anc 

CHICAGO. — National Used Caqad of the 
Market Report has “beat the gureven te 
on appraisal services by injecting 125,000 
details of 1941 commercial vehiclegtst year. 
in its current editions of thptst Nash 
Blue Book and Red Book. In forgales reco: 


mer years, new truck informatiojudiately 
was withheld until the late summeff sales | 


issues. ‘ord est 


Information on commercial ving the 
hicles in the current Blue Book anj* Surpas 
Red Book includes specification} three 
identification data, weights am 
factory prices, along with a listing IN ITS 
of various body styles. uagazine 

George A. Leukhart, gener ay ) 
manager of NUCMR, called attenf Mes Ww 
tion to the fact that truck buye 
like passenger car purchasers, i 30.00 
placed contracts earlier in the yet ’ 





and on a larger scale than here} "ation | 


fore this year. He stated that ty’ subje 
situation has created more activi Th 

in truck tradeins and cited su eA 
activity as another reason for rush ms not | 
ing into print with current comme} ™nsibili 
cial vehicle models and _ bi 
appraisal figures. ana 


Marketing Conference _ Gin 
To Be Held Apr. 22-2) WaLK: 


NEW YORK. — Sales manage’ a 


from widely diversified industri, 
throughout Ym nation will atte! oe . 
the annual marketing conferent resid, 
sponsored by the Industrial w Canada 
Consumer Marketing divisions ° War Ex, 
the American Management A‘ imits th 
which will be held here Apr. 24}... 0 
at the Hotel Roosevelt. ‘ublic, th 


Among those serving on the “In the 
ference planning committee a! “fenger © 
O. Shreve, vice-president, Gene Studebak 
Electric Co.; H. W. Dodge, Yfiganizay 
president, Texas Co.; Bernard l# "Nothi 
ter, assistant manager, indus!) 
sales department, Westingho ervice fe 
Electric & Mfg. Co.; R. M. Mochi 
mann, general sales manageh © Isudenar, 
Jersey Zine Co.; M. Cassit . 
vice - president, Johns - Manve 
Sales Corp., and Ralph Kelly, 
president, Westinghouse Elec™ 
& Mfg. Co. 



























Rest Room Lock 


YOUNGSTOWN, 0.—A new court 
lock for service station rest room | 
been announced by Unive rsal Mfé 
here. 
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Chri . 
” Sparks fate . Volume in Jan. 
ug 
9.8% Above 1940 
Clon ee W ASHINGTON.— American 
Y. presi, August when the new 600/it. It was born out of the sheer Trucking Assn.’s survey reveals 


creative genius of man... From 
a few scattered factories that in 
1939 did some $225,000,000 worth of 
business, and $544,000,000 in 1940, 
it has become an industry bearing 
the stupendous load of over $5,- 
000,000,000 in military orders,” it 
says. 


ai ‘as introduced to the press, 
ia + ott job in the low-priced 
s: A Ha to which President _George 
 traffia ” had pinned his faith and 
car geaf, which he hoped and expected 
Bilo, hid proaden his market. At that 
ek witie Mason and Blees told me the 
Vehicigy quota for the full line had 


that January volume of freight 
transported by truck increased 2.4 
percent over December and gained 
9.8 percent over the January, 1940, 
volume. Reports were received by 
ATA from 210 carriers in 34 states. 
The reporting carriers transported 
an aggregate of 1,306,940 tons in 

















rters ofl, set at 125,000. Which seemed i is January, as against 1,276,425 tons 
Assn f» than a possibility then. But) DISCUSSING the Reuther plan, in December and 1,190,474 tons in 
robler ; were some chickens that’ which enthusiastically declares that January, 1940. 

tae + be hatched before they | if the Detroit automobile factories The ATA index figure, computed 
: Standage utilized its surplus production on the basis of the 1938, 1939 and 
ord eK 7 ee aes of Gn a for eg 1940 monthly average tonnage of 
mnershigapletely the plant at Kenosha in | tha o, Se 8 Cay Coe oe manager of | the reporting carriers as repre- 
st, gp twinkling of an eve, even turned out, Cortune says | that | -ecrolet, was presented with this ‘i-layer cake Wednesday evening, on the | senting 100, stood at 131.27 for 


in serdugh $7,000,000 had been spent in 


k ti to get into 24th anniversary of his joining Chevrolet. The occasion was a dinner in the 
joing. It took time to 


J January. 
Hotel Statler, attended by the 98 members of the Central Office chapter of 


used for aircraft work, but certain 








ent : “es In the past, the index figure has 
em ; i i |. i Ss am. §S k f the evening were Coyle and 
nent 7 | production, so yo a a oe oh = ca: on we eo Muer "eal sees “manager, whe founded the All-America honor | been based upon the 1936 monthly 
"aNspo November before the Ki ey are important enough to ho organization seven years ago. average of the reporting carriers. 
se , straightened out and real as-|up the entire job. In general, |———————— —,| This basis, however, no longer was 
pro ably begun. a on cee ee u e . “ | considered satisfactory for com- 
, * * years has been toward ‘special’ paring relative increases or de- 
t whiaLKING IT over with Bill/machine tools—ie., tools made for --a word in edgewise 
vhict 


creases in loading because of the 
fact that in the period since 1936 
there have been numerous mergers 
and consolidations among motor 


one purpose which pay for them- 
selves because of the big quantities 
of cars made. In aircraft work, 
with smaller quantities, what is 


Bue he told me that on Dec. 1 
vy sales were running at the rate 
two ing 00,000 for the model year as 
inst his projection of 125,000. 


(Continued from Page 4) 


a hazy idea of what they have 


in by the grace of God.” It comes 
ne . ‘ won in social gains since the last 


ed their way out of their 
is It wasn’t easy to remodel 
nearer to what Karl Marx had in 











¥ first of this year all| needed are ‘general’ machine tools| mind than anything in operation|war but I do not believe they ae 
ee mesh. Produc-| capable of performing a number of|on the other side, while retaining | realize their magnitude. Unless they teas most 80 percent of all the 
ortatiogs gears a. en be and his| operations. The truth of the argu-|all of the incentive values of old-| are convinced en masse that to go reight transported in the month 
cae | . ‘orgentantion in particularly | ment between Reuther and the De- | fashioned rue teak on = > a Ra — s = slate cael freight.” — colons of tute 
ef - i ies i - , the only thin at makes the | of being pitche é 1 . i 

= oo Tat aie oer ene ais aes, tame “‘teels Oth Be ques “we call Life, worth living. |loss of individual liberty, such as] in a category ane sae per- 
moto ma 10 peddle his franchises hit- | yanked out of the automobile lines x * # we see in the eae eee naan cont over Seudney ot the wevigiia 
ae miss. He was content to let|to good effect. Others cannot be.”| My fear is, however, that these | ries. Come > roy s es ae cone, p s 
aWa jl enough alone and supply the Sar aa facts are not being “sold” to the San a ae aeons teens 

NF rs he had rather than add ALSO IS told the story of the} majority of our citizens. They have cane So, I hope, you begin to see 
“an kany new ones and not be able to| careful research Edsel Ford and wher t cated Gee venus of our army | 
nternapt them cars to sell. So as of to-| Charles E. Sorensen made into pe y American propagandists solll 

Swart, the dealer organization is now | aircraft practice following the ac- Dealers Tell Me « «| |highly. Their first job (pardon me, 
ontiac) about 100 more than last fall.) ceptance by Ford of an order to (Continued from Page 3) Mr. President) is to sell not the 


tthe books show 380 more deal- 
| Rags to fill the gaps caused by re- 
*h) and ements. 


G. Wi se 8 
Starig FROM NOW ON this dealer 
2 AMMy is expected to expand, espe- 


lly so because of the fine busi- 
4s done in January and February. 
¢ current rate of sales is best in 
wh history. As evidence of this, 
les tells me that his sales are 
ening at the rate of 118,000 units 
year and that it looks as if by the 
ed Cafad of the present month he will be 







build 4,000 Pratt & Whitney en- 
gines. Ford and Sorensen visited 
the P. & W. plant in Hartford, 
Conn., and studied every detail of 
the manufacture of the engines. 
Then, the magazine says, Ford de- 
cided that having no equipment or 
techniques for reproducing these 
engines, he must begin from the 
ground up. Therefore, instead of 
trying to wrench the automobile 
lines around to aircraft engine 
production, he broke ground for a 
new factory, to be stocked with 
tools bought according to Pratt & 






has to wrap up his own person- 
ality and deliver something from 
his own institution with each 
deal; otherwise, he gets up 
against cut-price competition 
that crucifies him, even though 
that competition in itself is not 


long-lived. 
* * 


Potent Factor 
In State 


F course, I appreciate these 
thoughts are not new, but the 











rest of the world, but our own 
130,000,000 citizens on the fact that 
we have today — RIGHT NOW — 
without any more changes, the 
greatest system of human equality 
and democracy ever devised; that 
a decade will be required to prove 
this a fact; that by our own shin- 
ing example of a prosperous, em- 
ployed and happy people we can, 
without the force of arms, prove 
to the rest of the world that ours 
is the system which experience has 


Want a Man? 
Want a Job? 
Want to Buy? 
Want to Sell? 


YOU can make YOUR WANTS 
known quickly and cheaply to 
12,000 Automobile Dealers, Jobbers, 
Manufacturers—the whole industry! 
Forms close Friday noon at Detroit. 
Cash in advance — TEN 

PER WORD PER INSERTION. 
Twenty-five cents per word for 
three insertions. Count each initial, 





roved practical. 
e gumeven terms with that projection Pp 7 


jectingf 125,000, made in mid-summer 
ehiclgut year. It appears now, he said, 
of thatat Nash will replace all the old 
In forfales records during the period im- 


group of numbers or abbreviation 
as one word. Address: 


WANT AD DEPARTMENT 
AUTOMOTIVE NEWS, DETROIT 


* * 








Tennessee dealers, with their tra- 
ditional Southern hospitality, were 
generous enough to say that the 
thoughts gave them courage and 
intensified their own convictions. 









Whitney specifications. In effect, 
Ford decided to transplant the P. 
& W. technique bodily to Detroit. 
Thus was completed the marriage 
of skills to which United Aircraft 


With press, pulpit, radio and 
movies to reach our people, any 
publicity man will tell you that 
this assignment is “a cinch,” but 


matiowjuediately ahead. The current rate 
ummeyf sales indicates that the 23,699 
“ord established by the company 
‘al yefiting the first quarter of 1929 will 
ok anj® Surpassed by sales during the 
ation|*st three months of this year. 
S an * * * 
listing IN ITS current issue Fortune 
ugazine has done a wonderful 
ener in answering “How Many 
‘attesy anes When?” declaring that to- 
yuyenf4Y'S Answer is not 500 planes per 
;, hard 4Y but perhaps 15,000 this year 
e yaad? 30,000 next. This is Fortune’s 
eretq"ation number, and it goes into 
at th te subject in a most thorough 
ctivity c 
- sud The American aircraft industry 
-rustf"@8 not born for the terrible re- 
nmef™NSibilities that has fallen upon 
boos : = 
























(anadian Buyers 


Given Assurance 


2.2] WALKERVILLE, Ont. — Stude- 
agers taker owners and prospective pur- 
istri¢ ‘tasers of Studebaker products 
ttn *'€ advised in a statement re- 
ren “Sed last week by M. S. Brooks, 
) ani'esident, Studebaker Corp. of 
ns ¢ yeeda, Ltd., that although the 
Ass]"@r Exchange Conservation Act 
gfNits the number of units which 
an be offered to the Canadian 
lblic, there are now, and will be 
1 the future, Studebaker pas- 
*nger cars available through the 
‘udebaker distributor and dealer 
'8anization in Canada. 

,, Nothing has occurred,” said 
‘tooks, “to disturb the parts and 
*rvice facilities maintained for the 
“nvenience of the nearly 30,000 
‘tudebaker owners in Canada.” 
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surroundings at Chicago's 
very newest hotel 

Allan G. Hurst, Mgr 


Chicago's HOTEL 


| Ra enastststoten aos 


brought experience in aviation en- 
gineering and creative research 
and Ford brought new manpower, 
more machines and industrial man- 
agement. 

* ~ * 

EVER SINCE the boom days 
when Billy Durant was in his 
prime, the Durant hotel in Flint 
has stood as a monument to his 
leadership in the automobile in- 
dustry that made him Flint’s No. 1 
citizen. On the top floor of the 
hotel Durant lived in a luxurious 
suite, to which Harry Bassett fell 
heir when he became Buick’s presi- 
dent. Of late years that suite has 
been the home of the City Club, 
the membership of which is made 
up mostly of automobile executives. 
The hotel itself always has been 
the mecca of others having busi- 
ness in the city. 

Now the old landmark has been 
taken over by the Metropolitan 
Insurance Co. by foreclosure and 
it is planned to spend $250,000 re- 
habilitating the hospice, with the 
management turned over to the 
Albert Pick Hotels Corp. 


* * * 


A MEMORY of the Detroit Ad- 
craft Club’s luncheon which had 
for its guest speaker Wilbur Shaw, 
three times winner of the Indian- 
apolis 500-mile race, a_ sprightly 
young man full of wim and wigor. 
Before the lunch Wilbur met up 
with the veteran Tommy Milton, 
himself a two-time winner of the 
speedway classic. Wilbur was 
thumbing a little black book. 

“Give Tommy a few of your 
numbers,’ wisecracked a bystand- 
er, whereupon Milton came back 
with: “I’m too old to use ’em and 

| Wilbur is too young to give ’em 
to me.” 


| 
| PAA Convention Dates 
HARRISBURG Pa (UTPS).—Ten 
| tative dates set_for the annual con- 
vention of the Pennsylvania Automo- 
| tive Assn are June 23-24 at the 
| Lincoln hotel in Reading. it is an 
nounced by C. S, Klugh, manager of 


the group. 








* * * 


President Liddon called this 
convention the same day the 
governor of Tennessee was in- 
augurated in Nashville, and he 
did it for the express purpose of 
having such Tennessee legislators 
who were in Nashville at that 
time, many of whom occupied 
the same hotel where the con- 
vention was taking place, realize 
that automobile dealers were a 
vital and potent factor in the 
life of the state, and that they 
had an organization. So this 
knowledge could give stimulus 
and effectiveness to Secretary J. 
C. Havron when he lobbied the 
legislature for protection and 
promotion of automobile retail- 
ing. 


(Continued from Page 1) 


was 75 percent, the first 10 days of 


February 120 percent, the second 
10 days 130 percent, and the third 
10-day period more than 200 per- 
cent. 

Used car sales by Nash dealers 


are closely following this strong 


upward new car sales he 


said. 


75,000 Oldsmobiles Now 
Have Hydra-Matic Drive 


LANSING.—Oldsmobile sixes and 
eights, equipped with Hydra-Matic 
Drive, have now reached a volume, 
since this feature was first intro- 
duced, of more than 75,000 cars, 
according to D. E. Ralston, Olds- 
mobile’s general sales manager. 

“Dealers today, for the first time 
in the history of Hydra-Matic 
Drive, are in a position to promise 
buyers early delivery of 1941 Olds- 
mobiles with this feature,” Ralston 
said. “Approximately one-half of 
the new Oldsmobiles built each day 
are now equipped with Hydra- 
Matic Drive.” 


curve, 











the start of this campaign must 
not be delayed. Foreign govern- 
ments are using our facilities to 
their limits, saying little of what 
their form of government is doing 
for their own people, but plenty 
about what the enemy’s form of 
government is doing to his. Propa- 
gandists in every other country 
have become an indispensable part 
of their armed forces, operating 
both within their own lines and 
the enemy’s territory. I would not 
put their ability above ours, but 
so far they alone have had an 
opportunity to demonstrate.—-G.M:S. 
































Beman Named President 
Of Pennzoil of California 
LOS ANGELES.—John B. Beman 

has been named to succeed the late 

Norman Day as president of Pennz- 

oil Co. of Cali- 

fornia. He was 
formerly chief 
counsel. 

As member of 
an informal leg- 
islative council 
composed of rep- 
resentatives of 
major oil com- 
panies and. oil 
consumers on the 
Pacific coast, Be- 
man has_ been 
responsible for, 
or instrumental in framing much 
state, county and city legislation 
affecting the oil industry’s refining 
and retailing. 


J.B. Beman 





Marmon-Herrington Names 
Seth Klein to New Position 
INDIANAPOLIS. Seth Klein, 
veteran official starter of the 
| Indianapolis Motor Speedway’s 500- 
mile race, has accepted a position 
| as assistant to the vice-president 
of Marmon-Herrington Co., Inc. 


Klein, for eight years. sales 
manager of the Detroit Gear & 
| Machine division of Borg-Warner 
|Corp., will be assistant to Bert 


| Dingley, 


EXPERIENCED ADMAN 


‘<spiprseaetaenssiniehun tehihothceinessoaemenssbaetiaae 
ONE who can produce sound, sales-making 


campaigns right from the start, relieve 
you of responsibility and help step up 
your profits. We can put you in touch 
with a man who has had 20 years 
successful experience, the last five of 
them on the creative staff of a leading 
Detroit agency during which time he had 
complete charge of the creation and 
production of all promotional materials 
for a leading automobile manufacturer. 
Prolific idea man, hard and loyal worker, 
this man, now the advertising manager 
of a well-known Detroit manufacturing 
concern, has a sound reason for seeking 
a change. He would like to secure the 
job as advertising manager of an aggres- 
sive industrial company, assistant man- 
agership in some automotive company, or 
as a creative copywriter for some adver- 
tising agency. He can provide you with 
the best of references. Address him care 
of, Box 261, Automotive News, Detroit. 


BUYER WANTED 


AUTOMOTIVE COLLECTION SYSTEM - 
Complete—-(4) Notices, (3) Final Forms. 
Samples, literature and testimonials sent 
FREE. Guaranteed. Write today. Mer- 
cantile Forms Company, 11 Avon Street, 
Providence, Rhode Island. 


POSITION WANTED 
AVAILABLE, executive salesman. Capable 
dealer manager or large operation sales 
manager. Thorough truck man. Employed 
as sales manager large distributor. Please 
write details of offer. Box 264, Automo- 
tive News, Detroit. 








EXPERIENCED automobile finance man 
would like to make connection = with 
finance company or bank. Best reference. 
Box 266, Automotive News, Detroit. 








MANAGER, sales manager, automobile 





agency. Thirty years experience. Best 
reference. Box 263, Automotive News, 
Tetroit 
OPPORTUNITY 

EXCLUSIVE Hudson dealership will be 
shortly available in Michigan city of 
75,000 population. Box 265, Automotive 
News, Detroit 
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Dodge: Plymouth Dealers 


ALL OTHERS 


IN 1940 
DODGE-PLYMOUTH 
DEALERS SOLD 
398,493 
NEW VEHICLES 


--.and the important 
thing is that they 
were sold 


PROFITABLY! 





r 1940, Dodge-Plymouth dealers outsold all dealer organiza- 
tions in the entire industry except two much larger groups 
that concentrate on low-priced products! 


This showing was no mere coincidence. It didn’t “just 
happen.” The reason is simple, yet fundamental. It is three-fold: 


1—DODGE CARS—cover the field above the low-priced market. 
2—PLYMOUTH CARS—blanket the low-priced field. 


3—DODGE JOB-RATED TRUCKS—cover more than 97% of 
all hauling needs. 


These products have attained a degree of public acceptance 
that is unique in this industry. It is an asset of tremendous 
value to Dodge-Plymouth dealers. It is one of the chief reasons 
why so many dealers, attracted to this dealership, have been 
able to show such handsome profits so quickly...andconsistently. 


No wonder the Triple-Profit Dealership has become known 
as the No. 1 money-maker of the industry. For example...in 
1940, based on reports received, a higher percentage than ever 
of Dodge-Plymouth dealers showed highly profitable earnings 
on their invested capital. 


Opportunity with the Dodge-Plymouth Dealership is ex- 
ceptional. Why not get our proposition? Dodge requirements 
are not difficult to meet...merely those common-sense quali- 
ties necessary for success in any business. Drop a line to 
Forest H. Akers, Vice-President, Dodge Division, Chrysler 
Corporation, Detroit. Correspondence confidential, of course. 


DEALERSHIP 
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